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“SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT – SCIENTIFIC DEBUT 2013”: NEW RESULTS

On 11 April 2014, a few days before Easter holidays, attending the International 
Scientific Conference in Poland, we primarily expressed our sincere gratitude to Professor 
Jerzy Buzek, the Deputy of the European Parliament, Prime Minister of Poland (1997–
2001), President of the European Parliament (2009–2012) for supporting Ukrainian people 
in an extremely hard historical period of struggle for Ukrainian independence. 

A world-known politician, Professor Jerzy Buzek flew to Kyiv repeatedly on tense 
revolutionary days, he did and is still doing everything possible in Brussels, Kyiv, Warsaw 
and all over the world to help Ukrainians win the victory.

We should mention the fact that both students and scientists were glad to participate in the 
ceremonial meeting of the Senate where the memorable event took place – the President of 
the National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine, Doctor of Philosophical Sciences,
Professor Vasyl’ Hryhorovych Kremen’ was conferred a title of Honorable Professor of 
Warsaw Management University. We believe that it convincingly confirms the fact that 
cooperation between Ukraine and Poland becomes more extensive, profound and close.

As you already know, during the IV Ukrainian – Polish Scientific Forum at Cherkasy 
National Bohdan Khmelnytsky University (May 2011) the President of the European 
Parliament, Prime Minister of Poland, Professor Jerzy Buzek authorized the Deputy of the 
European Parliament Pavlo Koval’ to invite the National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of
Ukraine and Ukrainian universities to participate in the “Sustainable Development – Scientific 
Debut” international competition. Owing to this fact Ukrainian Master’s degree students had the 
opportunity to take part in the competition for the third time. The National Academy of 
Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine under the guidance of its President, Professor Vasyl’ Kremen’,
was deeply involved in the development of this project. The last year of the competition 
marked entirely new dimensions for Ukrainian – Polish cooperation for several reasons.

Firstly, the young generation of Ukrainian scientific elite – graduate students – as 
well as Master’s degree students were allowed to take part in the competition.

Secondly, the international competition was enriched with the new scientific projects 
and original ideas. 

Thirdly, broadening the scopes of the competition led to the necessity of publishing 
the debutants’ scientific papers in two volumes.

Fourthly, the annual international scientific conference, aimed at summarizing the 
results of the competition, was held at Warsaw Management University for the second time.

We consider this project to be important and perspective because intending scientists (our 
elite), living in the modern interactive world, need support in getting access to their colleagues’
scientific achievements and opportunities to present their own accomplishments. It will 
encourage active cooperation and open constructive dialogue at the European level.

We are glad to emphasize that the first steps of the young generation towards international
scientific cooperation demonstrate the following tendency: beginning researchers are more 
actively involved in solving the urgent problems they face implementing the ideas of 
sustainable development. They define sustainable development as a strategy of living a 
worthy live in terms of physical and biological abilities; this strategy is meant to satisfy the main
demands of the contemporary and future generations, insure stability of environmental 
processes, natural diversity of species and ecosystems.
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It’s a pleasant surprise that the papers, presented at the competition by our Master’s degree

and graduate students, deal with the urgent philosophical, sociological, psychological, 
pedagogical, ecological and economic issues of sustainable development. Various aspects 
of this global problem raised by the intending scientists in their research papers in 2013 are 
related to their university education. The aim of the scientific research was to substantiate 
the required conditions and provide possibilities for sustainable development of Ukraine as 
a state as well as train a young generation of professionals.

Undergraduate and graduate students from many universities submitted their 
scientific papers to the national Ukrainian competition committee organized at Cherkasy 
National Bohdan Khmelnytsky University. The most active and persistent participants were 
the students from Lviv State University of Life Safety, Zhytomyr State Ivan Franko University,
Kyiv National University of Technologies and Design, Hlukhiv National Pedagogical 
University after Oleksandr Dovzhenko, Dragomanov National Pedagogical University, 
Kyiv National Taras Shevchenko University, Khmelnytskyi National University, Mykolaiv 
National V. O. Sukhomlynsky University, Ukrainian National Forestry University in Lviv, 
Cherkasy National Bohdan Khmelnytsky University, University of Management in 
Education within the National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine.

Ukrainian branch of the competition committee examined more than 180 papers 
considering different aspects of sustainable development. The main research fields of 
students’ interest are the following:

philosophical substantiation of approaches to the development of cultural 
continuum between the East and the West;

transformation of young generation’s life goals and values under the influence of 
globalization and European integration processes;

singling out the Ukrainian context of communication factors at the European level;
development of ecological culture within various social groups;
elaboration of efficient strategies intended to implement the ideas of progressive 

European, particularly Polish, experience in the Ukrainian system of education;
revealing the creative potential of pedagogical and postgraduate education to achieve the 

goals of sustainable development and to study the peculiarities of teaching gifted schoolchildren;
formation of intending teachers’ health safety competence;
studies of social and economic needs created by the innovative social development 

as a possible consequence of students’ professional mobility;
analysis of problems and perspectives of sustainable economic development in 

Ukraine at the national and regional levels;
examining postindustrial models of social development, ecologically-oriented production

technologies, dealing with the problems of ecological safety and usage of green chemicals;
considering the indicators of sustainable development in ecosystems and 

biodiversity of Ukrainian nature.
Three years running, competitors proved to have all the necessary skills to carry out 

comparative scientific analysis of sustainable development problems. 11 intending 
scientists submitted their papers both in English and Ukrainian.

We have to mention that, unfortunately, not all the candidates applying for 
participation in this international competition satisfied its high demands. That is why 140 
research papers were not accepted.

What conclusions can be made after the competition?
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Conclusion 1. The “Sustainable Development – Scientific Debut 2013” international 

competition, initiated by the Deputy of the European Parliament, professor, habilitated 
doctor and engineer Jerzy Buzek, encourages formation of the young generation of 
scientists in Ukraine. The National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine is also 
involved in training the undergraduate and graduate students before the competition and 
closing conference in Warsaw Management University. It facilitates the development of 
international cooperation between young scientists, increases their interest in philosophical, 
sociological, psychological, pedagogical, economic and other aspects of sustainable 
development in the context of European integration.

Conclusion 2. The participants of the “Sustainable Development – Scientific Debut 2013”
competition are keenly interested in the research of methodological and socio-economic 
conditions required to implement the ideas of sustainable development in Ukraine. It is 
confirmed by the quality of researches, raised issues, independence and objectivity of 
scientific analysis carried out to identify the real state of sustainable development, critical 
thinking and responsible attitude of the participants to their future professional activities.

Conclusion 3. 37 undergraduate and graduate students presented the papers, which 
satisfied the demands of the “Sustainable Development – Scientific Debut 2013” 
competition, and were published in the second book comprising the competition materials. 
Showing true support of young scientists, this fact deserves approval and gratitude.

Conclusion 4. The graduate student from Lviv State University of Life Safety, 
creative and promising researcher Arthur Renkas, the author of scientific paper 
“Neutralization problem of landfills hexachlorobenzene toxic waste”, was considered to be 
the winner of the competition. Being an active member of the students’ scientific 
community, he is involved in scientific research, responsible for the organization of 
scientific conferences and characterized by high professional and human qualities.

To complete the analysis, we would like to express our sincere gratitude to professor, 
habilitated doctor and engineer Jerzy Buzek for giving us the opportunity to present the results
of scientific research done by the intending Ukrainian scientists at the European level. It is also
necessary to mention that the head of the European Deputy Bureau in Raciborz Henryk Kretek
played an important role in practical realization of the project. He provided continuous 
information and organization support necessary for this scientific competition to be held.

We are also grateful to the President of the Warsaw Management University 
Stanislav Davidzuk, Rector, Professor Pavlo Charnetskyi and the teaching staff of the 
university for the efficient organization of the “Sustainable Development – Scientific Debut 
2013” closing conference.

We are confident that the seeds of Smart, Kind and Everlasting sown in the Ukrainian –
Polish / Polish – Ukrainian pedagogical field will yield creative and close cooperation between
scientists and students of our states.

We are particularly obliged to the First Secretary of the Ukrainian Embassy in Poland 
Svitlana Myronchuk, and also Cherkasy National Bohdan Khmelnytsky University, its 
Rector, professor, correspondent member of the National Academy of Pedagogical 
Sciences of Ukraine Anatoliy Kuzminskyi, head of department of Philosophy, Doctor of 
Philosophical Sciences, Professor Oleksiy Marchenko, Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences 
Kateryna Kasyarum, Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences Oleksandr Kuchai, Director of 
the Centre of Polish Studies, Candidate of Philological Sciences Liliya Potapenko, and 
methodologists of the state higher educational establishment “University of Management in 
Education” Maryna Hodovanets and Iryna Kashubovska.
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Due to their efforts the materials of the international competition were published in 

two volumes:
“Sustainable Development – Scientific Debut 2013” (edited by Teresa Jemczura, 

Henryk A. Kretek) / State Higher Vocational School in Raciborz. – Raciborz, 2014. – 396 p.
“Sustainable Development – Scientific Debut 2013” (edited by S. Davidzuk, Henryk A.

Kretek, A. Kuzminskyi) / Warsaw Management University. – Warsaw, 2014. – 507 p.

Nellya Nychkalo
Academic secretary of the Department

of Professional Education and Adult Education within
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences of Ukraine
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