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ABSTRACT

This article presents the results of scientific-pedagogical research, which consisted in
analyzing the American experience of the Dalton plan in the schooling of the Netherlands,
the ranking surveys according to strict criteria, and the implementation of an adapted
version of the original American pedagogical model of the Dalton Plan in the schooling of
Holland; characterizing the features of the introduction of the Dalton Plan into the Dutch
educational systems. While researching the works of M. Montessory, H. Parkhurst and
D. Lager, had been examined as the main source of the study. The archival documents of
the biggest collection of Helen Parkhurst papers of the Archive of University of Wisconsin
Stevens Point had been analyzed. It was studied that American experience of the Dalton
Plan is top ranked among private institutions of the country. It is obvious that after the
United States, the country of the Dalton Plan origin, the continental Europe and Holland
have a dominant position regarding the implementation of the Dalton plan in the
educational systems. It is stated that schools implementing the Dalton Plan are united in
recognizing the fact that such a pedagogical model ensures the development of the student's
individuality and his social experience. The special advantage the Dalton students obtain is
the ability to use different approaches and sources in seeking information that is necessary
for the organization and achievement of their own research. The ideas of the Dalton Plan
can be justified in the light of modern theory and research. The Dalton Plan was
successfully implemented into the primary and secondary schools of the Netherlands
ranked the counrtyl 1™ in the world education survey. The Dalton Plan philosophy became
one of the components of the complicated Dutch educational system.
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AHOTANIA

Y emammi asmopom npedcmasneni pesyibmamu HayKo80-nedazo2iyHux 00CaioHcets,
AKI ROAS2ANU 8 AHANI3T AMEPUKAHCbKO20 00c8idy Hanbmon naany 6 oceimi Hidepaanois,
NOKA3HUKIE PeUmuH208Ux OYiHOK J{anbmoH-WKOIU, NPOBEOCHUX 3d CYBOPUMU KPUMeDIAMU
NPOGIOHUMU AMEPUKAHCOKUMU BUOAHHAMU A XAPAKMEPUCTIUYI 0COOIUBOCMEN 8NPOBAONCEHHS
aoanmosanoi 8epcii opuinaIbHoi amepuKkancvLkoi nedacoeiunoi modeni JJanbmon niamny 6
oceimy Tonnanoii. ITio uac Odocaiddcenns 6yno pozensinymo pobomu Mapii Moumeccopi,
Xenen Ilapxepcm i oucepmayiiine docniodcenns Hianu Jlaeep. Ilpoananizosano apxiemi
OJoxymenmu Haubditbwoi konexyii Odoxymenmie X. Ilapxxepcm apxiey Yuisepcumemy
Bickoncuny Cmisenc Iotinm. Byno 3a3uayeno, wjo amepukancokuil 00cgio Jaremon niamny
3a peumuHz08UMU OYIHKAMU MAE HAUGUWI NOKASHUKU ceped NPUBAMHUX YCMAHO8
Cnoayuenux [lImamis. Ouesuono, wo nicis CILIA, kpainu noxooocennsn JJaromon niamny,
xommunenmanvua €spona i I'oanandis 3aimaioms opyee micye woodo peanizayii Janomon
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NIaHy 8 0C8IMHIX cucmemax. 3a3Havaemuvcs, Wo WKOMU, AKI NPAKmuxyioms /[ansmon niaH,
€OUMI Y BUSHAHHI MO20 (akmy, wo maxa neodacoiuHa Mooeinb 3abe3neuye po3eUMmoK
iHOUBIOyanbHOCMI cmyoenma ma U020 Ccoyianbhozco 00c¢eidy. 3uauna nepesazca, sKy
ompumyroms cmyoenmu JanvmoHa, Noasgeae 8 MONCIUBOCHI SUKOPUCMOBY8AMU PDI3HI
nioxoou ma odcepena 6 noutyky ingopmayii, HeobXionoi 015 opeanizayii ma OOCseHeHHs
enacHux oOocaioxcens. Taka xapakmepHua puca euokpemaroe Janbmon cmyoeHmis,
0Cc00IUB0 8 YMOBAX OUCMAHYIUHO20 Oompumanua oceimu. I0ei [Janvmon niamy mooxcymo
oymu eunpagoaui y c8imni cyuacHux meopit i docnioxcens. Janbmon niaw 0y6 ycniuiho
6NPOBADIICEHUL Y NOYAMKOBI MA CePeOHi WKOIU 20JIAHOCHKOL 0CBIMHbLOI cucmemu, sKd
nocina 11 micyey ceimi 3a pezyromamamu obcmedicenus ocsimu. @inocogis Hanbmon
Nnaany cmana 0OHIE0 3i CKIa008ux ocsimmuvoi cucmemu Hidepaanois.

Knrwuoegi cnoea: [anomon nian, amepukancoka mMooens, iHOU8iOyaibHe HABUAHHS,
oceima Hidepnanoig

INTRODUCTION

The idea of the equal access to the basic values of a post-industrial society is the
basis of the new information era. A particular citizen is considered as the main component
of this type of society. Education is no longer a means of mastering the system of ready-
made, generally accepted knowledge. It is forced to change, becoming a strategic factor that
results in the productive assimilation of the personality of a large stream of information.

The innovative idea of the Dalton Plan is based on the principle of the individual
development of students. Schools implementing the Dalton Plan are united in recognizing
the fact that such a pedagogical model ensures the development of the student’s
individuality and his social experience. The special advantage the Dalton students obtain is
the ability to use different approaches and sources in seeking information that is necessary
for the organization and achievement of their own research. The difference between Dalton
students and students from traditional educational institutions is that the former do not need
to be rebuilt for study without a mentor, tutor. It results in adapting to the conditions of
education that researchers see in the future, namely, education at online courses. The online
education system is just emerging. Yet due to the fact that the leading universities practice
the online schooling widely, the online form of education is rapidly developing and
improving. Consequently, the Dalton Plan is valuable in its approach to educating students
in their responsibility for self-education, self-development.

From the point of view of socialization, after studying according to the Dalton
philosophy, society, as a result, receives a citizen with a prevailing social consciousness; he
is trained to work effectively not only as an independent unit, but also in the context of the
community to which it belongs, directed towards its development.

Experimenting with alternative forms of learning organization led to the fact that
Dalton's plan was recognized as an effective form of organization of learning activities and
introduced not only in the country of its origin, but also far beyond the borders of the
United States. It is obvious that continental Europe has a dominant position regarding the
implementation of the Dalton plan in the educational systems. Such countries as Great
Britain, the Netherlands, Finland pioneered in the introducing this pedagogical model.
Therefore, they have many years of experience in applying either the Dalton Plan or some
of its elements in pre-school and school education.

THE AIM OF THE STUDY

The aim of the study is to analyze the implementation of an adapted version of the
original American pedagogical model of the Dalton Plan in the foreign schooling; to
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characterize the features of the introduction of the Dalton Plan into the foreign educational
systems.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND RESEARCH METHODS

The research relies extensively upon the comparative analysis and synthesis as the
basic traditional methods of studying reality in the historical research; the archival research
comprises the analyzing of the existing data, such as archival documents of the Archive of
University of Wisconsin Stevens Point, the biggest collection of Helen Parkhurst papers;
the descriptive method is used for the study and description of official documents, scientific
and pedagogical sources; the cycles had been studied by the historical method and
analytical methods. While researching the works of M. Montessory, H. Parkhurst and
D.Lager, had been examined as the main source of the study.

RESULTS

In 1919, after testing the Dalton Laboratory Plan at school in Dalton, using the
financial support of prominent businessmen Helen Parkhurst opened her own school in
New York, USA. The Dalton School, which became the founder of the Dalton Plan
methodology, is located in East Side, Manhattan. Since the very first years of its
foundation, the school has had a tremendous success. Teachers from all over the world
came to study Parkhurst’ Plan. As The Dalton Plan gained popularity, it soon became
apparent the need for significant expansion.

The school has been known for a hundred years as a constructivist elite private
school, which is considered one of the most innovative models of education reform. The
Dalton School remains an example of the perception of a bold vision of a new, progressive
American approach to education. As a result of the rating of well-known American
analytical publications, Dalton School, as a prestigious private educational institution, takes
places at the top lists (see Table 1).

Table 1
Rating results of the Dalton School among private US institutions
(2003-2018)
Ne | Year Place Publishing Reference
company
1 2003 3" from 65 Worth http://www.worth.com/the-new-school/
h Wall Street http://webreprints.djreprints.com:80/
2 2003 §" from10 Journal wsj_tuition 040104.pdf
3 2010 | 13" from 55 Forbes https://www.forbes.com/pictures/fl45mj/

americas-best-prep-sc/#367ff2134eal
https://www.businessinsider.com/best-
private-high-schools-america-2014-11
5™ from https://www.niche.com/k12/search/best-

> 2018 8000 Niche private-high-schools

4 | 2014 | 10" from25 | Business Insider

So, it goes without saying that The Dalton School is one of the top elite private
schools in New York City.

The ratings of the US private schools comprised strict criteria, according to a
thorough analysis of data from the US Department of Education regarding test scores
received, data from colleges on the number of students enrolled in private schools, feedback
from parents and students about the educational environment of educational institutions. So,
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it is obvious that the Dalton School has occupied one of the dominant positions among the
private educational institutions of the country since the last century.

The Dalton School in New York is positioning itself as one of the best educational
institutions to prepare for the entry into the leading universities of the USA. According to
well-known American analytical publications, 100 % of the Dalton graduates enter colleges
every year (Worth, 2003), (Wall Street Journal, 2003), (Forbes, 2010), (Business Insider,
2014). The school provides an environment in which students are actively involved in the
learning process, gaining knowledge through their own experience and primary sources.
Academically strong, intellectually inquisitive, independent in beliefs, and most
importantly independent and interested in exploring a new, such characteristic, according to
L. Stiller, a former assistant to the director of a senior school of educational work, give
university lecturers to those students who completed Dalton.

Almost a century ago Helen Parkhurst, originator of the Dalton Plan and founder
of the Dalton School in New York, visited many countries. She was propagating the Dalton
plan among the pedagogical community. Her lectures, pedagogical seminars, radio program
cycles, speeches at meetings, exhibitions, parenting meetings took place during the
favorable climate of the time (Lager, 1983). The progressive educators were interested in
experimenting with alternative forms of learning organization. It led to the fact that the
Dalton plan was recognized as an effective form of learning organization. Parkhurst’s ideas
were adopted in other countries. They were implemented not only in the country of its
creation, but also far beyond the borders of the United States.

During the life H. Parkhurst was recognized internationally. H. Parkhurst was
awarded with gold medals, received honors in 1937 from the Emperor of Japan and the
Presidents, (Archives of Stevens Point, 1937). In 1925, she was presented to the awards
first president of the Chinese republic. In 1957, the Queen of the Netherlands, Juliana,
awarded H. Parkhurst the Order of Orange-Nassau for the significant contribution and
influence on the education of the Netherlands.

Continental Europe has a dominant position regarding the implementation of the
Dalton plan into the educational system. Such countries as Great Britain, the Netherlands
and Finland were the first to introduce such a technique; therefore, these countries have
many years of experience in applying not only the Dalton Plan but also some of its
elements in pre-school and school education. Parkhurst’s 1924 reception in Japan also
provides an example of the Dalton Plan abroad (Archives of Stevens Point, 1924).

The educational system in the Netherlands is characterized by innovation,
democracy, openness and affordability. In 2008, education in the Netherlands ranked 9th
among the best educational systems in the world according to the Program for International
Student Assessment (PISA), developed by the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD). In 2017, after adding 5 new key indicators to the assessment
system, the Netherlands ranked 11" in the world's ranking of education with a score of 67,
leaving behind countries such as Belgium (65), Germany (63), France ( 50) and the United
States (47) (OESD.org, 2019).

A considerable number of elementary schools in the Netherlands are mostly based
on a certain educational philosophy. In Holland, the extremely popular is the Montessori
Method, the Dalton plan, the Pestalozzi plan and the Jena plan. Most of these schools are
state-owned, but some special schools can also support one of the above-mentioned
educational philosophies.
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At the beginning of the last century, the country began to introduce the latest
approaches to the organization of the educational system. In 1917, Maria Montessori visited
the country for the first time. The first Montessori society was founded there. A meeting
with Hugo de Vries, Professor of Biology at the University of Amsterdam was crucial. The
acquaintance with his studies of "sensitive periods" influenced M. Montessori. De Vries’s
discovery of animals’ of special periods characterized by the highest susceptibility during
which the animals acquired the necessary knowledge, skills and patterns of behavior were
reflected in the pedagogical work of M. Montessori, since the teacher observed the same
phenomena in children.

After the Second World War, the teacher settled in the Kingdom of the
Netherlands, where she spent the rest of her life. The foregoing explains the popularity of
the Montessori method in this country.

In the pedagogical practice of the Netherlands after the Montessori method the
second place in popularity is occupied by schools, the educational process of which is in
accordance with the principles of the Dalton plan.

Early last century the Dutch commission visited the Dalton Schools in England. As
aresult in 1928 the first Dalton School for Girls appeared in Holland.

The war damage and the baby boom after the liberation led to the construction of
various emergency schools in Rotterdam around 1950. Shortly after the Second World War,
in 1952, H. Parkhurst visited the Netherlands. She was invited by the headmaster, Van der
Geer, his team and the parent committee. It was made the decision to name the school after
the founder of Dalton education. Such recognition is usually bestowed after one is dead,
wrote Parkhurst (Parkhurst, 1952). She felt honored and after correspondence she decided
to come and take a look. She wrote to the Dalton School that it should not be a holiday trip
and she liked a heavy program (Archives of Stevens Point, 1957). So, the Dalton school in
Rotterdam conceived the name of Helen Parkhurst.

The development of schools in accordance with Dalton's pedagogical principles is
that they are based on the principles of freedom, cooperation. The most important
characteristic that distinguishes the Dalton Plan is a managed budget of time. This feature is
equally acceptable for work of teachers, parents and students. This Dalton Plan concerns
freedom in the organization of the school, the choice of an educational concept, cooperation
with other institutions, etc.

At primary schools in Holland, we see the introduction and development of the
Dalton Plan, which in this educational system is called the sub-Dalton plan. Thus, at the
beginning of the twentieth century the reformist sentiment in pedagogy did not stop at the
critique of the "old" schools, but also contributed to the emergence of "new" educational
models and schools.

CONCLUSIONS

Thus, at the beginning of the twentieth century Holland was in the mainstream of
the reformist sentiment in pedagogy. The Dutch educators criticizing the "old" schools had
been practicing with some educational implications. It resulted in the emergence of "new"
educational models and schools. The Dalton Plan was successfully implemented into the
primary and secondary schools. The Dalton Plan philosophy as one of the components of
the complicated Dutch system brings the American style of innovation into education,
ranking the country 11" in the world's ranking of education, leaving behind countries such
as Belgium, Germany, France and the United States. It is obvious that the American
experience of the implementing the Dalton School philosophy into Dutch system of
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primary schooling is fruitful. The present obscurity of the Dalton Plan among the Ukrainian
educators is obvious. At present there is little experience and information about the
peculiarities of the practicing the Dalton Plan in the Ukrainian schooling, in connection the
further scientific research of this issue is beyond doubt.
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