UDC: 323.1

Ponomarenko Liudmyla Viktoriona,
Leading specialist of the International Rela-
tions Division, Communications Department,
the National Academy for Public Administra-
tion under the President of Ukraine, 04050,
Kyiv, Str. Puhachova, 12/2, tel.: +38 (044)
48121 76, e-mail: plo_maren@ukrnet
ORCID: 0000-0001-9999-6335

Honomapenxo Joomuna Bikmopisna,
npogionuii (axiseup 6i0diny 3abe3neuenis
MINCHAPOOHUX 36°A3KI6 YNPAGHIHHS KOMYHI-
KamusHumu 36’ ssxkamu Hayionanwnol akade-
Mil Oeparcasnozo ynpasninns npu IIpesuden-
moai Ykpainu, 04050, m. Kuis, sy Ilyzauosa,
12/2, men.: +38 (044) 481 21 76, e-mail:
plo_maren@ukrnet

ORCID: 0000-0001-9999-6335

Honomapenxo Jlroomuna Buxmoposna,
sedyuuil cneyuaiucm omoena obecneuenus
MENCOYHAPOOHBIX CBA3CT YNPABICHUS KOMMYHUKAMUSHbIMU ces3smu Hayuonanvnoi axa-
Odemuu 2ocyoapcmeeniozo ynpasienus npu Ipesudenme Yxpaunwt, 04050, 2. Kues, ya. Iy-
eauesa, 12/2, men.: +38 (044) 481 21 76, e-mail: plo_maren@ukr.net

ORCID: 0000-0001-9999-6335

DOI https://doi.org/10.31618/vadnd.v1i14.116

MODERN TRENDS AND CONTRADICTIONS

IN THE PROCESSES OF NATION-BUILDING

IN UKRAINE AND THE EUROPEAN UNION
IN THE MIRROR OF ARCHETYPES

Abstract. The article is an attempt to study the nation-building processes in
Ukraine and in the countries of the European Union. The similarities and diffe-
rences are accentuated for Ukraine, which was able to restore its independence
after a long national liberation struggle, and the countries of the European Union,
most of which can be called the states with sustainable democracy. In order to
study the peculiarities of the nation-building processes, universal features com-
mon for any nation are investigated: history, territory, language, culture and na-
tional self-consciousness.

The peculiarities of the nation-building in the newly and post-imperialist
states are determined, as well as the influence of history on the formation of the
archetypes of the nations. The reasons for the activation of the nation-building
processes and their interrelation with the strengthening of separatist sentiments
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are investigated. The urgency of the separatism issue on the agenda of not only
Ukraine but also of the countries of Europe is mentioned. The influence of na-
tion-building processes on the interpretation of historical facts and events, at-
tempts to “rewrite” historical facts or to silence them is considered. The role of
the language issue in the nation-building and the duality of its interpretation are
studied. Particular attention is drawn to the disagreements that have emerged
in the nation-building process in Ukraine and the Member States of the Euro-
pean Union. The contradictions in the interpretation of various social, political
and cultural phenomena in Ukraine and the countries of the European Union
are considered. The historical lessons of the European Union, which are worth
learning in Ukraine for the further painless nation-building, and valuable Euro-
pean experience, which should be studied or taken into account in practice, are
analysed. The main challenges facing Ukraine and the European Union countries
regarding the future of the nation-building, peaceful coexistence and productive
cooperation are highlighted.

Keywords: nation-building, Ukraine, European Union, territory, separatism,
language, history, self-consciousness.

CYYACHI TEHI[EHHI.I'“TA IMPOTUPIYYA ITPOLECIB
HAIIETBOPEHHS B YRPAIHI TA €EBPOIIEMCBRKOMY COIO3I
Y I3EPKRAJII APXETUIIIRKU

Awnoranis. /locyijzkeHo rnporiecu HalliETBOPEHHS B YKpaiHi Ta KpaiHax €Bpo-
neticbkoro Cotody. AKIIEHTOBAaHO yBary Ha (hakTopax, 1o i CIiJbHUMU Ta Bi/IMiH-
HUMM /U1 YKpainy, SIKa 3MOIJIa BI/IHOBUTHU CBOIO HE3aJIeKHICTD ITiCJIs1 TPUBATIUX
HalliOHAJIbHO-BU3BOJILHUX 3Maralb, Ta kpaid €sporeiicbkoro Cotosy, 6ibiricTh
3 IKMX MO’KHA Ha3BaTH Jlep;KaBaMHM i3 CTAJIOI0 JIeMOKPaTi€ln. 3 MeTOI0 BUBYEH-
Hs1 0COOJIMBOCTEN TPOIIECIB HAIlIETBOPEHHSI PO3TJISIHYTO YHiBEpCAJbHI O3HAKH,
XapakTepHi st 6y/1b-sIKO1 HAIIil: iCTOPII0, TEPUTOPIiI0, MOBY, KYJIBTYpPY Ta Hallio-
HaJIbHY CaMOCBI/IOMICTb.

OxkpecJieHO 0cOOJUBOCTI HAIIETBOPEHHSI B HOBOCTBOPEHHUX 1 IOCTiMIIEpia-
JIICTUYHUX JIePKaBax, a TAKOK BIUIUB icTOPii HA (DOPMYBaHHS apXeTUTIiB HaITili.
JlocizkeHo TpUYMHN aKTUBI3allii MPOTIECiB HAI[IETBOPEHHS Ta iX B3AEMO3B’ 130K
i3 TIOCHJIEHHSIM CelapaTUCTChbKUX HACTPOiB. 3a3HAyeHO aKTyasIbHICTb MUTAHHS
cerapaTu3My B MOPSI/IKY JIEHHOMY He Jinlile YKpainu, ajie i kpain €sporu. Pos-
[JISHYTO BILJIMB I1POIIE€CiB HAIlIOTBOPEHHS HA TIIyMayeHHs iCTOPUYHUX (PaKTiB Ta
Hoziii, Ha crpobu “iepenucyBadHs” icTopuuHUX (akTiB abo IX 3aMOBYYBaHHSL.
Busyeno poJsib MOBHOIO NMUTaHHS B HAIlETBOPEHHI Ta JBOSIKICTb HOro TJyMa-
gerns. OKpeMy yBary 3BepHeHO Ha PO30iKHOCTI, 1110 CKJIATCS Y TIPOIEC Halli€e-
TBOpPEHHS B YKpaiHi Ta iep:kaBax — uieHax €sporneiicbkoro Cotosy. Po3risnyTo
CyINEePeYHOCTI y TJIIyMadyeHHi Pi3HUX CYCHIJbHO-TIOJITUYHUX 1 KYJIBTYPHUX SBUIIT
B YKpaiHi Ta kpainax €spomneiicbroro Cortozy. [IpoananizoBano icropuyti ypo-
ku €sporieiicbkoro Corosy, siki BapTO 3aCBOITH YKpaiHi sl TT0AaJbioro 6e360-
JIICHOTO TBOPEHHSA Hallil, Ta IIHHUI €BPONEHCHKUI TOCBi/l, KU1 BApTO BUBYATH
a00 BpaxoBYBaTH Ha MPAKTUIl. BUCBITIIEHO OCHOBHI BUKJIMKH, 11O CTOSITH MEPE]]
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Ykpainoto Ta kpainamu €Bporieiicbkoro Corosy, NI0J10 TO/IaJIbIIOTO HAI[IETBOPEH-
H$1, MUPHOTO CITiBICHYBaHHSI Ta MPOLyKTUBHOTO CIiBPOOITHUIITBA.

KmodyoBi cioBa: HaiieTBopenHtsi, Ykpaina, €sporneiicbkuii Coi03, TepUTOpis,
cerapaTusM, MOBa, iCTOPisl, CAMOCBIZIOMICTb.

COBPEMEHHBIE TEHAEHIIMN N ITPOTUBOPEYNA ITPOIIECCOB
HAIIMEOBPASOBAHUA B YKPAUHE U EBPOIIEMCKOM COIO3E
B 3EPKAJIE APXETUIIMKHN

Amnnoramus. [IpeanpuHsTa HOIBITKA UCCJIEI0BATD ITPOTIECCH! HAIIMe0Opa3oBa-
Hud B Ykpaune u crpanax Esponeiickoro Coro3za. AKlleHTHpOBaHO BHUMaHUeE Ha
(bakTopax, SBAAONUXCSA OOMUMEI U OTJIUYUTETBHBIMU [IJIsT YKPauHbI, KOTOPast
CMOIJIa BOCCTAHOBUTDH CBOIO HE3aBUCUMOCTD T10CJIE JIJINTEIbHON HAIlMOHAJIBHO-
ocBobouTeNbHON O0PBOLI, U cTpan EBporeiickoro Coio3a, H0IbITNHCTBO U3 KO-
TOPBIX MOKHO Ha3BaTh roCy/IapCTBaMU ¢ ycTosBIeiics qemokparueil. C 1embio
U3y4eHus: 0COOEHHOCTEN MPOIECCOB HAIMEOOPAa30BAHUST PACCMOTPEHO YHUBEP-
caJibHbIE MTPU3HAKU, XapaKTEPHbIE IS JIIOOON HAIMU: UCTOPHUIO, TEPPUTOPHIO,
A3BIK, KYJIBTYPY 1 HAIlMOHAJIbHOE CAaMOCO3HAHUeE.

Ormnpenesenbl 0COOEHHOCTH HAIEOOPA30BaHMsT B HOBOCO3IAHHBIX M TOCTHM-
HepUaMCTUYHUX FOCY/IapcTBax, a TakyKe BIUSHUE UCTOPUM Ha (hOpMUPOBaHUe
apxetunoB Hanuil. MccsenoBanbl NPpUYMHBI aKTUBU3AIMK TIPOIECCOB Hallue-
06pa3oBaHusi ¥ WX B3aMMOCBSI3b C YCUJIEHHEM CEMapaTUCTCKUX HACTPOEHMUIA.
YKkazaHo akTyaJbHOCTb BOIIPOCA cerapaTi3Ma B IIOBECTKe JIHS He TOJIbKO YKpau-
HbI, HO ¥ cTpad EBporbl. PaccMOTpeHo BiMsiHUE MTPOTIECCOB HAIIMEOOPA30BAHMSI
Ha TOJIKOBaHUE MCTOPUYECKUX (DAKTOB M COOBITHIA, TIOMBITKU “IIepPenuchiBaHms”
ncTopruyeckrx akToB WK UX 3aMaTunBaHue. V3ydyena poJib S36IKOBOT0 BOIIpoca
B HaIMeoOPa30BaHUN U JIBOMCTBEHHOCTD €ro TOJNKOBaHust. OTeibHOe BHUMAHNE
o6pallleHo Ha pa3jinyisi, KOTOPbIe CJOKUJINCH B TPOIECCEe HAIMEeOOPa30BaAHMSI
B YKpaunHe M rocyaapcrpax-useHax Esporneiickoro Corosa. Paccmorpens! 1po-
TUBOPEYHS B TOJKOBAHUN PA3JIUYHBIX OOMECTBEHHO-TTOJUTUIECKUX U KYJIBTYP-
HBIX dBJIeHNH B YKkpauHe u ctpanax EBporieiickoro Cotosa. [Tpoananmm3mpoBaHbl
ucropuyeckue ypoku Eporeiickoro Coio3a, KOTOpble CTOUT YCBOUTb YKpauHe
ISt asibHeltero 6e360J1e3HEHHOTO CO3UIAHNST HAIIUH, U TIEHHbBII eBPOIeiCKUi
OIIBIT, KOTOPBIH CTOMT U3y4aThb WJIM YUUTBIBATh Ha IIpakTHKe. OcBeleHbl OCHOB-
Hble BBI30BbI, KOTOPbIE CTOST Tepesi YKpanHoii u ctpanamMu EBponeiickoro Coto-
3a OTHOCHUTEJIBHO JAJIbHENTIEro Haneobpa3oBaHst, MUPHOTO COCYIECTBOBAHMS
U TIPOLYKTUBHOTO COTPY/THUYECTBA.

Kmouesbie cioBa: HaireoOpasoBanue, Ykpauta, Esporneiickuii Cotos, Tep-
puTOpuS, CerapaTuaM, sI3bIK, UCTOPUSI, CAMOCO3HAHME.

Target setting. Development of Ukrainians have come a long way from
Ukrainian statehood has never been the disenfranchised population of the
a simple and unambiguous process. conquered lands to full-fledged masters
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in their own state. At the same time,
proclamation of the European integra-
tion course, strengthening of the na-
tion-building processes, and the desire
to resolve national and foreign policy
issues independently have unexpec-
tedly provoked resistance, both within
the “fifth column” in Ukraine and in its
separate neighbouring states. While
the state is weak, politically, economi-
cally or militarily, it is not capable to
protect itself or its citizens.

Strengthening of the nation-build-
ing processes in Ukraine is an evidence
of renewal, rethinking of statehood,
awareness of one’s own belonging to
the Ukrainian nation and of one’s own
unique identity. This process is quite
natural and legitimate, and it is typical
not only for Ukraine, but also for the
countries of the European Union. The
EU Member States have passed or are
still going through the same stages of
the nation-building as Ukraine, refer-
ring to the same national archetypes
that create each individual nation.
Realizing the similarity of the nation-
building processes in Ukraine and the
European Union, we can talk about the
further development of joint ways for
peaceful coexistence, fruitful coopera-
tion and full mutual understanding, as
among equitable states of the unified
European family.

Analysis of basic research and
publication. The issues of the nation,
nationalism, national elites and na-
tional idea evoke the expected interest
in modern Ukrainian society and have
been widely reflected in the researches
of national and foreign scholars. The
issue of the nation-building is mainly
considered in the context of the above-
mentioned issues. Among the resear-

chers who worked in this direction, we
can mention B. Anderson, E. Weber,
Ya. Dashkevych, K. Deutsch, E. Gell-
ner, B. Kravchenko, V. Lypynskyi, I. Ly-
siak-Rudnytskyi, E. Smith and others.

At the same time, the issue of the
nation-building, the search for com-
mon elements in the nation-building
processes in Ukraine and in the coun-
tries of the European Union, despite
its relevance, remains relatively poorly
studied.

The purpose of the article is to
determine the characteristic features
inherent in the processes of nation-
building in Ukraine and the European
Union in the mirror of archetypes.

The statement of basic materials.
The modern world, like modern Europe
in particular, is globalizing every year.
Borders are opened, visa procedures are
simplified or cancelled, migration is in-
tensified, especially labour migration,
which contribute to the erosion of the
monolithic nature of nations and cul-
tural values.

The creation of the European Union
as supranational unity implies not only
the integration of markets and the uni-
fication of the legislation norms of the
Member States, but also the generaliza-
tion of the daily life foundations of the
average European.

At the same time, against the back-
drop of the policy of integration, uni-
fication, standardization and multicul-
turalism, there are clearly traced trends
towards upholding one’s own national
identity. And in the old Europe, where
the alignment of forces has been con-
stant for many decades, nation-building
processes are revitalized, the relevance
of the own nation-building archetypes
is growing.
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The obvious thing is that the nation-
building process is peculiar not only to
newly founded states that recently de-
clared or returned their independence,
but also to states that have never lost it.

In many European countries there is
an imperial past in their historical lug-
gage, and in the foreign or national poli-
cies of such states one can observe the
archetypes of behaviour common for
the former British Empire, the French
colonial empire, Austria-Hungary or
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth.
Domination archetype, embedded in
the subconsciousness, forces them to be
primus inter pares and do not settle for
less.

The European Union opens wide
economic opportunities for the coun-
tries of Europe, however it limits their
own self-identification and freedom
of decision-making. Therefore, the re-
vival of national movements, including
separatist sentiments, the aggravation
of nationalism in certain countries, be-
comes a kind of protest.

Strengthening of the nation-build-
ing processes can be caused by various
reasons. For some countries, like for
Great Britain, they can be economic,
and for others, like Poland, ideologi-
cal [1; 2]. The activation of the nation-
building processes in Ukraine, which
to a large extent have never stopped
on Ukrainian lands, was detonated by
the threat of losing independence, trig-
gered by external military aggression.
In response, Ukrainians turned to those
sources, those archetypes on which the
nation is created.

The issue of creation of any nation
is very sensitive. It is significantly in-

*
First among equals (Lat.)
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fluenced by the historical peculiari-
ties of the nation’s development, the
archetypes, which provided a basis for
the nation at the dawn of its origin, and
those external influences that affected
the nation during its existence.

Therefore, in order to understand
the modern nation-building processes
in the European Union and in Ukraine,
one should study the universal distinc-
tive features common for each nation,
namely: history, territory, inhabited by
the nation, language, culture, national
self-awareness [3]. These are the fea-
tures appealed by those citizens during
the revitalization of the nation-building
processes in the state.

The history of Ukraine and the
Ukrainian people was not simple and
unambiguous. Theloss of independence,
fragmentation, division of Ukrainian
lands between the western and eas-
tern neighbours, centuries of occupa-
tion and enslavement could not but af-
fected the nation-building processes in
modern Ukraine. The proclamation of
independence in 1991 triggered those
processes of the nation-building, which
during previous centuries were sup-
pressed or which developed extremely
slowly, compelled to overcome nume-
rous obstacles.

Interest in its historical past, in the
sources of the nation is natural. Nume-
rous historical events were rethought,
getting rid of ideological eclipsing and
silencing. In a new way, we managed to
look at the figures of many Ukrainians
who were creating Ukrainian history.
So, for example, you can now speak
aloud about the genocide of the Ukrai-
nians in 1932-33; on forced relocation
to Siberia and inhuman conditions of
detention for political prisoners in the




Soviet concentration camps; the names
of the representatives of “Executed
Renaissance” have returned from non-
existence; Hetman Ivan Mazepa lost
the epithet of “traitor”. The logical con-
tinuation of this process is in the publi-
cation of updated textbooks on history,
researches and publications, as well as
informing the general public about his-
torical facts in a simple for understand-
ing way, through the media or social
networks.

Unfortunately, as a result of a de-
liberate distortion of historical facts,
criminal silencing and frank rewriting
of historical sources by Moscow occu-
piers of the Ukrainian lands, Ukraini-
ans today do not fully know their own
history, gleaning valuable information,
in particular from the studies of Euro-
pean historians whose researches have
not undergone anti-Ukrainian censor-
ship and from the data from yet confi-
dential archives.

At the same time, the studying of
the own history has to do with the his-
tory of other states. And no matter how
much the EU countries would like to
say about the closure of historical ac-
counts to each other, about their final
“burial”, the practice shows the op-
posite. Therefore, the attempts of in-
dividual states to “rewrite” separate
historical events, giving them a new in-
terpretation or denying the very fact of
their existence, seem logical. Historical
falsifications, first emerged back in the
days of Ancient Egypt, exist to this day.
Even the “official” Bible was repeatedly
rewritten and edited during numerous
church councils. However, for modern
Europe, the interpretation of the histo-
ry of World War IT and the post-war pe-
riod seems more relevant. Some states

are trying to “bleach” their role in the
past events, shifting their responsibility
to other sides of the confrontation.

And the heroes of the national libe-
ration war for one state may prove to be
an enemy for another, as evidenced by,
for example, the figure of the Latvian
Herberts Cukurs, who is today called
the national hero by ones, and a war
criminal of the World War II by others
[4].
The World War II left behind itself
not only ambiguities in the interpre-
tation of certain historical events and
figures, but also in matters of post-war
territorial division of Europe. After the
World War 11, world leaders tried to
consolidate the borders of countries in
the limits of that time, but in Europe, as
in the whole world, the nation-building
processes continue and, therefore, na-
tional confrontations and outbreaks of
separatism arise.

For example, it is worth mentioning
the rather acute situation in Spain with
the Basque Country, as well as a similar
situation with the Catalans and Gali-
cians. In France, the issue of Corsica re-
mains open as well as to a lesser extent,
Brittany. In Belgium, tension remains
between Walloons and Flemings. Great
Britain experienced a difficult period of
confrontation with separatist tenden-
cies in Northern Ireland, and now has
to resist the attempts of Scotland to
withdraw from its composition.

Ukraine, unlike the above-men-
tioned examples, was able to regain its
independence, breaking free from im-
perialist oppression. Unfortunately, it
failed to avoid territorial claims. Rele-
vant statements were made by Poland,
Hungary and Romania. The economic
and political weakness of Ukraine influ-
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enced negatively over the attempts to
assimilate disputed territories, which
resulted in an outbreak of pro-Russian
separatism in the most vulnerable re-
gions of Ukraine — in the Crimea and
Donbas, which resulted in armed an-
nexation of the peninsula and military
confrontation with the invaders and
separatists in the Lugansk and Donetsk
regions.

At the same time, while Europeans
actively oppose separatist sentiments
in their own states, the corresponding
opposition from Ukraine causes con-
demnation and “concern” on the part of
Europeans. However, as the Ukrainian
experience of 2014 showed, indecision
in opposing separatism is a threat to
every citizen of Ukraine and can be-
come fatal for the independence of the
state as a whole. Therefore, the protec-
tion of the territorial integrity and de-
fence of the state are the issues of na-
tional security and require decisive and
thoughtful actions. And in this situa-
tion, both territorially interested states
and “concerned” observers from the EU
should remember the Sudetenland oc-
cupation in 1938 and the consequences
it had for the whole of Europe.

Today, the European Union includes
28 Member States and officially speaks
24 languages. One can say a lot about
the importance of English in interna-
tional communication, but it should be
noted that before speaking English, the
Member States fully protected their
right to their own language.

Particularly striking is the linguistic
example of France. Despite its imperial
past, it also faced the need to develop
and protect the French language as a
state language. More than one and a
half centuries of struggle on the lan-

250

guage “front” have given the legisla-
tive consolidation of the status of the
French language, in particular, in the
fields of education, labour, trade and
public services, language quotas on ra-
dio, the financial support provided by
the legislation for promotion of lan-
guage and penalties for violators of the
corresponding language legislation,
in particular the Toubon Law [5]. At
the same time, not only certain public
structures are standing guard for the
state language, but also numerous lan-
guage associations.

And only in the recent years the
conservative in terms of language
France has gone to the minimal, but
still unheard of for it, concessions, an
example of which is the introduction in
the National School of Administration
(ENA), which prepares the elite of the
French public service, of the English-
language courses for foreigners.

You can also give an example of
Fennomania — the national liberation
movement in Finland, the goal of which
was to switch from Swedish into Fin-
nish, as well as Finland’s independence
[6]. Despite the current official Fin-
nish bilingualism, one can confidently
talk about the victory of not so “soft”
Fennomania. The struggle for one’s
own language ensured the growth of
the level of national self-awareness of
the Finns, sufficient for obtaining state
independence and its further protec-
tion.

And among the most recent exam-
ples one should mention the situation in
Estonia, where you can lose your job to-
day for not knowing the state language
[7]. The corresponding requirements
for proficiency in the state language are
also fixed at the legislative level.




The Ukrainian language, despite
the lingvocide, which it had to endure
during its existence, and dozens of pro-
hibitions over the past 400 years, was,
fortunately, not in such a difficult situ-
ation as, for example, Hebrew. At the
same time, it is difficult to imagine
some Legion of the Ukrainian language
defenders, who would walk the streets
of Ukrainian cities and scold passers-
by, who speak Russian, with the words:
“The Ukrainian, speak Ukrainian!”.
But such a Legion existed in Israel and
it was this kind of activity, among other
things, that it was engaged in [8].

While such countries as France
have made considerable efforts to de-
velop and protect their state language,
unexpected condemnation on the part
of certain states is caused by modest
attempts of Ukraine to protect the
language of 42 million of its citizens,
77,8 % of which, according to the Po-
pulation Census 2001, are ethnic
Ukrainians, and the survey data by the
Razumkov Centre in 2017 indicate that
the overwhelming majority of Ukrai-
nians — 92 % consider themselves to be
ethnic Ukrainians [9, 10].

Therefore, the Ukrainization is quite
natural in the monoethnic Ukrainian
state, as a necessary measure of pro-
tection for ethnic Ukrainians from the
attempts of the neighbouring states to
“save” us from fictitious threats. Lan-
guage is not just a means of communi-
cation, but one of the most powerful
archetypes in the development of the
state, the source that has fed the na-
tional liberation spirit of Ukrainians for
centuries, and despite all the prohibi-
tions continues to unite Ukrainians.

In the process of the nation-building,
typical is the nation’s return to its own

sources, historical and cultural roots,
in which the archetypes of the nation
are encrypted, those features that dis-
tinguish it from other members of the
European family.

Huge funds are invested both by the
European Union in general, and by in-
dividual European countries in particu-
lar, into the development of their own
culture and its popularization outside
the EU. The Ukrainian people, for mil-
lennia of its existence, has an enormous
historical heritage, but, unfortunately,
it is not able to manage it properly yet.
Some of the cultural artefacts were lost
during the occupation by various states,
when national treasures were exported
to the museums of the occupying states,
and some were lost due to a lack of own
“managerial skills”. However, Ukraini-
an identity is not limited to material ar-
tefacts, which can be lost or destroyed.
This is a huge layer of cultural and
spiritual values, which includes folk
art, arts and crafts, beliefs, traditions
and customs but is not limited to them.
All together they help Ukrainians to be
Ukrainians.

The difficulties faced by Ukraini-
ans in recent years have unexpectedly
become an incentive lacked by many
citizens of our state on their way to
national self-awareness. The popu-
lation of Ukraine, which for a long
time hardly differed from the popu-
lation of other countries of the former
USSR, under the influence of powerful
shocks, finally became aware of itself
as citizens, and not just some citizens,
but Ukrainians, an authentic and an-
cient nation which has a majestic and
tragic history, not easy present day
and future that needs to be build right
now.
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The total restoration of the national
memory — this is how one can charac-
terize the processes taking place in the
Ukrainian society today. Similar pro-
cesses took place in the countries that
for a long time were deprived of their
statehood, and natural national pro-
cesses of which were suppressed. It is
logical that the counteraction to such
“amnesia” is accompanied by the aggra-
vation of the long-standing interethnic
conflicts and interstate conflicts. It is
difficult even to name a European state
that escaped conflicts with its neigh-
bours. Practically each of them, on the
slightest occasion, finds a number of
historical claims, just waiting for an op-
portunity to remind of themselves.

The nation-building processes in
Ukraine and in the countries of the Eu-
ropean Union, the archetypes, which
are referred to by all the nations with-
out an exception, in general are very
similar, as well as the difficulties that
they have to overcome on their way.
Tolerance and liberality must be the
pillars of that nation-building.

Ukraine is often and undeservedly
fault for the things, that among others,
make us a nation. However, it is strange
to reproach with the adoption of lan-
guage laws at a time when the same
laws exist in the countries of the Eu-
ropean Union, including those already
mentioned by France and Estonia. The
torchlight procession on the streets
of Ukrainian cities does not look so
threatening if we recall the torchlight
procession in Great Britain and Scot-
land, in Latvia or France [11].

Patriotism, political and civic ac-
tivity in Ukraine are treated as radi-
cal nationalism, while at the same time
nationalists are legitimately occupying

252

the places in the parliaments of France
and Germany, and also actively express
themselves in Austria and Poland. It is
inappropriate to talk about territorial
claims in the context of the signed Hel-
sinki Accords and other treaties.

Conclusions. Archetypes, which are
inherent in every nation, are transmit-
ted from generation to generation. The
Ukrainian lands will be so far as the
people speak Ukrainian, respect Ukrai-
nian culture, know the true Ukrainian
history, aware themselves Ukrainian
and bring up this awareness in their
children and grandchildren. And an
important task today is respect for each
other, a balanced attitude to the natio-
nal diversity in the countries of Europe,
which include Ukraine as well, and
awareness of our own national dignity.

Nation-building  processes  in
Ukraine will continue, and taking into
consideration numerous internal and
external threats, they require special
attention and support from the state.
Success of reforms implementation, res-
toration of economic stability, national
security depends namely upon the full
awareness of the reasons and purpose
of these processes, as well as from ba-
lanced state support. Further academic
research should take place in this direc-
tion.
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