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[lepion cTaHOBIIEHHS IEPKOBHO-JIEP>KaBHUX BITHOCHH B YKpaiH1 IPAaKTUYHO 3aBEPILUBCS.
YTBOpPEHO IHCTUTYTH, IO KOOPAMHYIOTH BITHOCHMHM MDK LIEPKBOIO Ta JAEpXaBoro. 3 OOKy
nepxkaBu 1ie [lepkaBHMiA KOMITET YKpaiHH y CIpaBax HAI[lOHAIBHOCTEH Ta penirid; 3 OOKy
uepkBu — Beeykpainceka Paga LlepkoB 1 peniridHux oprasizaiiiii. BiTHOCHHE MDX LIEPKBOIO i
JIep’KaBOI0 ChOIOJIHI HAOYBalOTh XapakTepy PIBHOIPABHOTO [IAlOTy, B XOJIl SIKOTO PEalbHO
BUPIIIYBaTH aKTyajbH1 IpoOIeMH.

®Dpeo BYJIC (Ilposo, CIIIA)
IMPUHIMAIIA EOEKTUBHOI'O MIXPEJITTAHOI'O JATAJIOTY

bazoBuil npuHIMI MDKpeNiridHOro 1iajgory —Hexai Bci BIpylouu BIIAHOBYIOTH bora Tak,
SIK XO4YTb. SIKIIO NPUXUIBHUKU €KCIII03UBI3MY BBaXKAIOTh, L0 € JIUIIIE OJJHA ICTUHHA PENIris, SKa
Jla€ BIAMOBIAl Ha BCl MUTaHHS, TO IUIIOPAJICTH HA3MBAIOTh BCl pelirii ICTHHHUMH. Bipyroui
Lepxeu Icyca Xpucra Cestux Ocrannix [uis (L{IXCO/), siki BigHOCATH ceOe 10 IHKITIO3UBICTIB,
BBKAIOTH JIMIIIE OJIHY PEJIrit0 MPaBWILHOO, ajieé BOJAHOYAC BU3HAIOTH TAKOX 1 IIHHICTH 1HIIIMX
PENIriiiHUX HAMPSIMKIB.

Oco0imBe cTaBiieHHS A0 peniriiHoi cBoboam BusiBisiB 3acHOBHUK L[IXCO/J Jx.Cwmira.
Tak, Biitky 1843 poky BiH TOBOPHMB IIPO CBOIO TOTOBHICTh 3aXMIIATH PENIridHi mpasa i, B pasi
HEOOXITHOCTI, BIIaTH CBOE KUTTS HE JIMIIE 32 MOPMOHA, a i 3a J00py JIOIUHY 3 OyIb-sIKO1
iHmoi neHomiHauii. /Px. CMiT HarosomryBaB, IO BiH MOE JOBOJUTH IPaBIUBICTb CBOTO
BIPOBYEHHSI BIpYIOUOMY IHILIOT PENirii, aje He MOXe MPUMYCUTH HOro BIpYBaTH TaK, K BIPUTh
BiH.

[e 3a ygaciB cBoro cranoBieHHs Jinepu LlepkBu Icyca Xpucra CBATUX OCTaHHIX JHIB
YCBIZIOMJTIOBAJIM HEOOXITHICTh MDKpENIriiiHOTo Jianory. Bonu crninkyBaiucs 3 npeacTraBHUKaMU
MIPECBITEPIAHCHKOI Ta KaTOJUIIBKOI LiepkoB. [Ipu mbomy 111 Jiiiepu KOPUCTYBAIUCS JTyMKOIO, 110
KOJIM O/IHA YacCTHHA JIIOJICTBA 3HEBAXKAE HIILY 3a pEJIriiiHi, KyIbTypH1 a0o 1HIII BIIOJOOAHHS, TO
bor mponoBxye naBatu Gyara BCiM.

JIx.CmiT BBaXaB cBOOOY BIpOCHOBiAaHHS 0a30BUM IPUHIIMIIOM CBOIO KUTTA. bor nas
JIFOIMH1 cBOOO Iy BUOODY, 1 IHIII JIFOJJM HE MarOTh MpaBa 1Mo30aBUTH ii 1iboro mpasa. [IpaBo Bcix
JIFOJICH Ha peNtiriiiHy cBo0o 1y OyIto 3akpimieHe B Xaprii Bif 16 rpymas 1840 poky.

Binrak xoxHa peniris Mae 3poOUTH KPOK JI0 1HIIOT 1 HAMaraThch 3po3yMiTH ii, Mae OyTu
BIsYHA i 3a 1HMUN mormsia. s KOHCTPYKTHBHOTO MDKPEJITIHHOTO iaJIoTy HEOOX1THO
«OynyBaTh MOCTH, a He Oap €pu», aKLEHTYBaTW yBary Ha CHUIbHUX I[IHHOCTSX. MU MaeMo
3axXHINATH MOYKIIMBICTh IIAHYBATH €IMHOTO bora, a KO)XHUI BIpyrOUnil 30KpeMa MOKe pOOUTH 11e
TaK, sIK BIH TOr0 Oakae.

FRED WOODS.

The American writer, Henry David Thoreau taught that for every thousand hacking at the
leaves of an issue, there was one driking at the roots. | believe that in order to have effective
interreligious dialogue we must dtrike at the roots by implementing true principles which are in
the words of Dr. Stephen R. Covey, timeless, self evident and universal. One such principle was
advanced by the Chinese philosopher Confucius who stated, “Religions are many and different,
but reason is one. The broad minded see the truth in different religions, the narrow minded see
only the differences’.

Perhaps the Latter-day Saint position on obtaining truth may best be summarized by this
statement articulated by aformer professor at Brigham Y oung University in Provo, Utah:
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“Exclusvigts hold that their religion is the only truth and that no other ideas are needed to answer
the question of human existence. Pluralists, on the other extreme, claim that no religion has claim
to the truth and thet all religions are true, just as all cultures are acceptable - a relative position.
Inclusivigts take the middle ground, the position asserting that one religion is correct and true but
that other religions do have genuine value.”

Concerning the middle ground position, Professor Daniel C. Peterson noted, “i am
delighted that Mormonism is in the middle. The gospel of Jesus Christ makes no apology for its
claim that it is the truth and that The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints contains all the
truth needed to save us. Y et it does not take a bigoted and narrow view of truth. We are willing to
accept true insights wherever we find them”.

The phrase, “Let them worship, how, where, or what they may,” was written in 1842 by
Latter-day Saint (LDS) Church founder and president, Joseph Smith Jr., due to the request of John
Wentworth, editor of the Chicago Democrat. Wentworth wanted to know about the basic beliefs
of The Church of Jesus Chrigt of Latter-day Saints and as aresult President Smith wrote the early
history of the Latter-day Saint Church aswell asthirteen articles of belief. These beliefs were later
extracted and canonized in LDS scripture as the “Articles of Faith, which proclaimed some of
their basic beliefs, yet never intended to be an exhaustive treatise of Mormonism”.

The eleventh of thirteen articles announced: “We claim the privilege of worshiping
Almighty God according to the dictates of our own conscience, and alow all men the same
privilege, let them worship, how, where, or what they may (emphasis added).” Later this same
year, Smith balanced this doctrine of liberty with the responsibilities and restrictions that must
accompany any freedom. By way of a letter, Joseph explained: “All men ought to be free. . . to
think, and act, and say asthey please, while they maintain due respect to the rights and privileges
of al other creatures, infringing upon none. This doctrine | do most heartily subscribe to and
practice’.

In the summer of 1843, while delivering a public discourse in Nauvoo, Illinois, Joseph
Smith confirmed his universal regard for religious freedom:

The Saints can testify whether | am willing to lay down my life for my brethren. If it has
been demongrated that | have been willing to die for a“Mormon,” | am bold to declare before
Heaventhat | am just asready to die in defending the rights of a Presbyterian, a Baptist, or agood
man of any other denomination; for the same principle which would trample upon the rights of the
Latter-day Saints would trample upon the rights of the Roman Catholics, or any other
denomination who may be unpopular and too weak to defend themselves.

It is a love of liberty which inspires my soul—civil and religious liberty to the whole of
the human race. Love of liberty was diffused into my soul by grandfathers while they dandled me
ontheir knees.

In this same discourse, the Mormon prophet explained the appropriate course one should
pursue when encountering differing beliefs. “If | esteem mankind to be in error, shall | bear them
down? No. | will lift them up, and in their own way too, if | cannot persuade them my way is
better; and | will not seek to compel any man to believe as| do, only by the force of reasoning, for
truth will cut its own way”.

Joseph Smith had an opportunity to practice what he preached in the spring of 1843, when
a Methodist preacher (Samuel A. Prior) was invited to spesk in Nauvoo. Reverend Prior
published an account of his kind, tolerant treatment by Smith and his followers in their local
Nauvoo periodical known asthe Times and Seasons.

In the evening | was invited to preach, and did so. —The congregation was large and
respectable—they paid the utmogt attention. This surprised me alittle, as| did not expect to find
any such thing as a religious toleration among them. —After | had closed, Elder Smith, who had
attended, arose and begged to leave to differ from me in some few points of doctrine, and this he
did mildly, politely, and affectingly; like one who was more desirous to disseminate truth and
expose error, than to love the malicious triumph of debate over me. | was truly edified with his
remarks, and felt less prejudiced againgt the Mormons than ever. He invited me to call upon him,
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and | promised to do so.

This experience supported Joseph’s doctrine that “one of the grand fundamental principles
of Mormonism isto receive truth, let it come fromwhence it may.” Likewise, he also stated, “We
should gather al the good and true principles in the world and treasure them up, or we shall not
come out true ‘Mormons’.

President Smith demonstrated kindness towards people who provided service in other
faiths, as beautifully illustrated by the story of alocal Catholic priest who was diligently trying to
serve his people in the area surrounding Nauvoo. In 1841, Father John Alleman, a priest from
France, arrived at his assigned pogt a Fort Madison in lowa Territory. From there he ministered to
a number of scattered Catholics in McDonough County and neighboring counties. Rev. Father
John Larmer, relates the following:

Strange to relate, Joseph Smith and the leading Mormons, a al times professed the
greatest respect and friendship for the big French priet, as they called him. Father Alleman once
related . . . that he had no means of getting acrossthe Mississippi river, to atend a sick Catholic in
McDonough county, but the Mormons, having made known to Joseph Smith that the priest
wished to cross, the latter not only had him ferried over, but furnished him a conveyance
[carriage] to the sick man.

This kind act of service proved more that just enabling a Catholic priest to cross ariver. It
also built a bridge of religious understanding and tolerance between the Latter-day Saints and
their Catholic neighbors. Joseph Smith shared his expanded view of benevolence when he said:
While one portion of the human race is judging and condemning the other without mercy, the
Great Parent of the universe looks upon the whole of the human family with a fatherly care and
paternal regard; He views them as His offspring, and without any of those contracted feelings that
influence the children of men, causes “His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth
rain on the just and on the unjust.” He holds the reins of judgment in His hands, He is a wise
Lawgiver, and will judge al men, not according to the narrow, contracted notions of men, but
“according to the deeds done in the body whether they be good or evil,” in England, America,
Spain, Turkey, or India

After spending several months in a cold, lonely Missouri jail for his religious beliefs,
Smith wrote as the spring of 1839 dawned, “I have the most liberal sentiments, and feelings of
charity towards all sects, parties, and denominations; and the rights and liberties of conscience, |
hold most sacred and dear, and despise no man for differing with me in matters of
opinion.” During this same month of incarceration, President Smith wrote to LDS Bishop Edward
Partridge and the Latter-day Saints in general, “We ought always to be aware of those prejudices
which sometimes so strangely present themselves, and are so congenial to human nature, against
our friends, neighbors, and brethren of the world, who choose to differ from usin opinion, and in
meatters of faith. Our religion is between us and our God. Their religion is between them and their
God.”

After only afew months of freedom from the unjust confinement of the Liberty, Missouri
Jail, Joseph Smith wrote:

All persons are entitled to their agency, for God has so ordained it. He has congtituted
mankind moral agents, and given them power to choose good or evil; to seek after that which is
good, by pursuing the pathway of holiness in this life, which brings peace of mind, and joy in the
Holy Ghost here, and a fulness of joy and happiness at His right hand hereafter; or to pursue an
evil course, going on in sin and rebellion againgt God, thereby bringing condemnation to their
souls in this world, and an eternal loss in the world to come. Since the God of heaven has left
these things optional with every individual, we do not wish to deprive them of it. We only wish to
act the part of a faithful watchman, agreeable to the word of the Lord to Ezekiel the prophet, and
leave it for othersto do as seemeth them good.
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The following year (December 16, 1840), the Nauvoo Charter was approved which again
demondgtrates the great care Joseph and his followers took to ensure that all people enjoyed
religious liberty. When this document was crafted, Joseph Smith was serving on the Nauvoo City
Council, and would soon serve as the city’ s second mayor. Section one of the charter reads.

Be it ordained by the city council of the city of Nauvoo that the Catholics, Presbyterians,
Methodists, Baptists, Latter-day Saints, Quakers, Episcopalians, Universaligs, Unitarians,
Mohammedans, and all other religious sects and denominations, whatever, shal have free
toleration and equal privileges in this city, and should any person be guilty of ridiculing and
abusing, or otherwise deprecating another, in consequence of his religion, or disturbing or
interrupting any religious meeting within the limits of this city, he shall, on conviction before the
mayor or municipal court, be considered a disturber of the public peace, and fined in any sum not
exceeding five hundred dollars, or imprisoned not exceeding six months, or both, at the discretion
of said mayor and court.

Less than five years later, the lllinois legislature revoked the Charter, thus weakening the
city’s defense againg mobocracy; and the Latter-day Saints were forced to flee Nauvoo the
following year. The concern for the Saints' civil rights had influenced Smith to run for President
of the United States as the year 1844 dawned. In his presidential campaign, he chose to remain
slent on the issue of religion, but he did call for the abolition of davery and advocated prison
reforms. Yet he soon found himself again imprisoned, and this time he would not escape
confinement. John Taylor, one of the Mormon Twelve Apostles, who was also incarcerated, was
an eye-witness to the martyrdom of Joseph Smith and his brother Hyrum, which took place in the
Carthage, llinois Jail, June 27, 1844. On this fateful summer day, Taylor declared that these two
faithful brothers “were innocent of any crime, as they had often been proved before, and were
only confined in jail by the conspiracy of traitors and wicked men; and their innocent blood on the
floor of Carthage jail is a broad seal affixed to ‘Mormonism’ that cannot be rejected by any court
on earth.” (Doctrine & Covenants 135:7, LDS Scripture).

The principles of religious freedom, planted in his mind by his family and his God, were
Joseph’s passionate preaching and practice throughout his short life of thirty-eight years. He
extended so much tolerance, yet received so little of the same in return. He was violently rejected
by those not of his faith and denied the very liberties he defended so ardently on behalf of his
accusers. But he did not diein vain. His universal pleafor aliberty of conscience and the freedom
for al to practice their chosen beliefs are now proclaimed by over thirteen million of his
followers.

The Latter-day Saints are now represented in 165 countries and The Church of Jesus
Chrigt of Latter-day Saints was officialy registered in Kiev on September 9, 1991. LDS Church
members world-wide now proclaim the importance of religious freedom for all mankind. May we
also continue to advance this principle emphasized by the Latter-day Saint founder, Joseph Smith
through advocating “the privilege of worshiping Almighty God according to the dictates of our
own conscience, and allow[ing] all men the same privilege, let them worship, how, where, or

what they may.”



