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The article analyzes the political views and assessment of the achievements of
active public man, archeologist, ethnographer and the founder of the first museum in
Kherson Viktor Ivanovych Goshkevych, before and during the Revolution of 1905.
The article characterizes the peculiarities of his struggle for liberalism and
democratization of society in the Russian Empire. The article investigates his
publishing activity and analyzes the content of published «scientific and literary,
political, agricultural and commercial» newspaper «Yugy, which was edited by him
since 1898. Some attention was paid to Ukrainophilic views of the scientist, and his
attitude towards the Ukrainian language. The article describes the connections of
Viktor Ivanovych with the activities of the regional office of the Constitutional
Democratic Party (Cadets) in the south of Ukraine and analyzes two possible reasons
for such views. Also in the article there was considered the position of local
authorities concerning active citizenship of the scientist.

Keywords: V. Goshkevich, newspaper «Yugy, Constitutional Democratic Party,
Southern Ukraine.

When the totalitarian regime was abolished and Ukraine became independent,
the leading positions in domestic humanities were taken by the problem of liberalism
and civil society. The process of finding the best models for transition to a democratic
regime, in particular, needs the researching of the historical experience of different
social segments of the people in social and political life in general, and in particular
regions. At the same time, most scientists are increasingly relying on the experience
of western countries, considering such fields of historical science as and biography
studying and prosopography.

An important period in the development of liberal ideas was just the end of XIX
— early XX century — the period of the social crisis increase that affected all the
population in the Russian Empire. The aggravation of national and land issues,
general public mood in the authoritarian, aristocratic Russian Empire became the

reason for the mass discontents and demonstrations against the government.

Therefore, in terms of such researches it is topical to use the methodology of
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mentioned historiographical trends for researching political views and assessing the
achievements of the active public man, archeologist and the founder of the first
museum in Kherson Viktor Ivanovych Goshkevych, before and during the period of
revolution in 1905.

Published works about his life and activities, appeared at the end of the 20"
century in the conditions of historical regional ethnography revival in Kherson
region. In particular, these works are the articles and records from scientific and
practical conferences, dedicated to the 100™ anniversary of Kherson antiquity
museum. S.G.Vodotyka [2] partially studied the biography of the scientist; his
archeological activities were studied by LY. Sinkevych [10], V.P. Bylkova [1],
A.V.Kostenko [7], M.Y. Lasinska [9], N.M. Karamzina [4]. In 1993 there was
published an auxiliary scientific bibliography guide about V.I.Goshkevych’s life and
creative work [3]. O.0. Konyk in his research self-administration of peasantry in
1905 used the record taken from «Yug» newspaper, the editor of which was
V.I.Goshkevych at that time. O.0. Konyk partially covered the issue of party
membership of the newspaper although it declared itself as politically neutral [6,
p.61]. However, it is still worth mentioning that in all of the published works
researchers were concentrated on the scientist’s archeological and regional
ethnography works without describing him as a public man. Moreover, Goshkevych’s
political views and party membership were never the objectives of historical research.
Considering this fact, the aim of the research is to define the peculiarities of social
and political activity of V.I.Goshkevych in the Southern Ukraine during the period of
revolution in 1905.

The scientist was born on the 09™ ( 21%) day of March, 1860 in Kiev, his father
was a professor in a theological seminary. He was raised in educated, religious
surrounding and aimed for development and education since childhood. He got
higher education in the St. Vladimir’s Kyiv University at the faculty of Mathematics,
and then — at the historical and philological faculty [4, p. 61]. It is important to
mention that his university teacher was Volodymyr Antonovych (1834-1908) — a
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bright representative of the narodnik (Russian populist) movement. Antonovych
created so-called «Kyiv school of historians» and Viktor Goshkevych joined it. The
period of being taught by Antonovych influenced the formation of young student’s
social views.

In April, 1890 Viktor Ivanovych moved to Kherson and having received from
the regional government an invitation to work as a secretary in Kherson regional
statistic committee (KRSC). In 1890 the scientist founded (at first in his own room)
an Archeological museum of Kherson regional statistic committee, established the
donations to museum from private persons and organizations. Under the control of
Viktor Ivanovych the museum was renamed into Kherson antiquity museum (modern
Kherson museum of local history) and became an important scientific and
educational center [4, p. 62].

At the same time, the scientist began the publishing of daily «scientific, literary,
political, agricultural and commercial» newspaper «Yugy». And the article «The
pioneer of Kherson publishing” dedicated to the 15th anniversary of the newspaper
noticed that «the first issue of the first private newspaper «Yug» in Kherson went out
in 1898» [11].

The analysis of newspaper articles gives a bright description of the position of
the editor-in-chief. In the conditions of growth of social and political crisis in the
Russian Empire, the information given in the newspaper became more radical
towards the regime of that time. A lot of attention was paid to agriculture and
problems of the peasantry, to the cultural and historical development. Here one can
notice the influence of V.Antonovych’s views to Viktor Ivanovych — namely the idea
of Russian populism. The position of editor-in-chief towards Ukrainian language and
culture is the matter of greater interest. The newspaper contains many articles on this
subject, in particular, regularly articles dedicated to the works of Taras Shevchenko
were published («On Shevchenko's days» or «The chanter of Ukraine Taras
Shevchenko» and others). It is important to mention that some personal records in

diaries and notebooks of Viktor Ivanovych, preserved in Kherson museum of local
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history, were made in Ukrainian. A proof of this statement is scientific and research
activities of the scientist, namely the fact that the largest department of the Museum
of Antiquities was the department of antiquities from Zaporizhzhia [4, p.62]. There
are even recollections that he loved this department the most, and as he was talking
about the exhibits — «those days were imagined vividly, and Cossack glory was so
bright that it was difficult to respire. He was like filled with some strange inner fire»
[5, p. 77].

The criticism of the autocracy and the fight for liberalism cost V.Goshkevych
quite a lot. He was under constant secret police surveillance [2, p. 69].

Since the beginning of the 1905th, Viktor Ivanovych was even more interested
in the political life of the region. At the same time, the newspaper gives more and
more information about the activity of Constitutional Democratic Party (Cadets). On
October 27, 1905, the newspaper published an article «Program of the Constitutional
Democratic Party» The program contained several points: general rights of citizens,
system of state, local self-government and autonomy, judiciary, legal and financial
policy, labor laws and educational activities [12]. Like other parties the cadets wanted
to rebuild society. Favoring the introduction of the law of public elections, freedom
of speech, press, assembly, association and so on in the Russian Empire, they insisted
on strict adherence to civil and political rights [8, p. 85].

However, the real proof of Goshkevych’s membership in the Cadets party was
an article dated November, 16, 1905 — the newspaper presented the results of meeting
of regional representation of Constitutional Democratic Party, which took place on
November 13", After proposal of Y. I. Yakovenko a speech of whom started the
meeting, Viktor Ivanovych Goshkevych was elected as a chairman [13]. At the end of
the meeting V. Goshkevych was elected as a member of the district committee of the
party. As a proof of that fact that editorial group of the newspaper headed by V.
Goshkevych was not only spreading the ideas of the party, but also was the catalyst
for the creation of regional offices, is a report of G.K. Pachoskyi — a representative of

the temporary committee dedicated to the analysis of the number of the party: «Party
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in Kherson district until the establishment of reporting, consisted of more than 100
people, among those who live in Kherson — 38 people, mostly territorial officials,
landowners and members of the editorial board of «Yug» [13].

It is most likely due to newspaper’s publishing in 1905 V. Goshkevych was
dismissed from the position of the Secretary in Regional Statistic Committee.
Coverage of the events of the revolution in 1905 was shocking the authorities, and as
a result in 1907, Viktor Ivanovych was prohibited to publish newspapers [14, p. 53].

After the deployment of the revolution on the Ukrainian territory, Viktor
Ivanovych ultimately stopped his political activity, focusing on preserving the
museum.

Thus, there are several basic aspects of social and political position of
V.1. Goshkevych to be named:

1) Scientist definitely wanted to liberalize and democratize the society in the
Russian Empire.

2) Under the influence of Volodymyr Antonovych, he became interested in the
idea of recognition of the Ukrainian language and study of cultural heritage.
3) Since 1905, Viktor Ivanovych supported the idea of creation of regional
department of the Constitutional Democratic Party in the South of Ukraine. As a
result, it can be affirmed that he agreed to the idea of converting the Russian Empire
into the constitutional monarchy with a bicameral parliament elected under a
democratic electoral system. However, this does not correspond to his Ukrainophilic
views. The other reason is that perhaps the scientist, like many other representatives
of the Ukrainian intellectuals, joined the party and was not able to speak explicitly
about his political views, and that is why the specifics of CDP in Ukraine had a
strong national character.

4) During the Civil War the scientist, because of his age, was not engaged into
social and political activities.

At first sight, the combination of the ideas of cadets and pro-Ukrainian views of

the scientist seemed a bit strange, but during the revolutionary period, Viktor
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Ivanovych chose probably the most realistic and optimal way of political struggle.
Thus, throughout the life V.I. Goshkevych was a social activist. With the growing of
crisis in the Russian Empire society, the scientist tried not remain in the shadow of
the silent majority and spread the ideas of liberalism and education among peasants

and intellectuals of the Southern Ukraine.
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Cmamms npucesuena auanizy NONMUYHUX NO21A0i68 MA OYIHKU 3000ymKie
AKMUBHO20 2POMAOCHLKO20 0IAYd, apxeono2d, KPAE3HA8Ys Ma 3ACHOBHUKA NEPULOSO Y
Xepconi myzerw, Bikmopa Ileanoseuua [owkesuua nanepedooHi ma 6 nepioo
Pesonroyii 1905. Oxapaxmepuzosano ocobausocmi tio2o bopomusou 3a aibepanism ma
demokpamuszayiro  cycninecmea Pociticexkoi  imnepii.  Pozensanymo  euoasHuuy
Oisnbnicms Bikmopa Ilsanosuua ma npoananizoeano 3micm nyoOniKayil «HAyKo8o-
JIimepamypHoi, nONIMUYHOIL, CLIbCbKO20CHOOApCbKOI I Komepyiunoiy cazemu «FO2y,
axka 3 1898 poky euxoouna nio tioco peoakyicto. lleena ysaca npudinicmocs
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VKPAiHOPINbCOKUM HACMPOSAM 84€H020, MA U020 CMABIEHHI0 00 YKPAIHCbKOI MOBU.
Bucsimneno 36’30k Bikmopa Ilsanosuua 3  OisnbHicmo — pe2iOHAIbLHO20
npeocmasnuymea Koncmumyyitino-oemokpamuunoi napmii (kademig) ua Iligoni
Ykpainu ma npoananizoeano 08i MOA*CIUBI NPUYUHU MAKO20 NOZUYIOHYBAHHSL.

Knwuosi cnosa: Bl Towxkesuu, cazema «FOe», Kouncmumyyiino-
oemoxpamuyna napmis, Ilieoenv Ykpainu.

B cmamve npoananuzupoeansi norumuueckue 6327150bl U OYEHKU OOCMUNCEHUT
AKMUBHO20 0OUEeCMBEHHO20 Oesimelisl, apxeonoad, Kpaeseod U 0CHOBAMEIsl NePEo2o 8
Xepcone myzess Bukmopa Heanosuua I'owkesuua nepeo u 6o epems pesonoyuu 1905
2o0a. Jlana xapaxkmepucmuxa o0cobOeHHOcmAM e20 00pbbbl 3a Iubeparusm u
oemoxkpamusayuro  obwecmea  Poccuiickoti  umnepuu.  Paccmompena  ez2o
U30amenbCKkas 0estmenbHOCMb U OAH AHAIU3 COOEPAHCAHUL NYONUKAYUL «HAYUHO-
JUMepamypHou, NOAUMUYECKOU, CENbCKOXO3AUCMBEHHOU U KOMMEPUECKOU» 2a3enibl
«FO2vy, komopas ¢ 1898 cooa uzdasanace noo pedaxyueii B.U. I'owxesuua. Taxoice
YOeneHo GHUMAaHUe YKPAuHOPUIbCKUM HACMPOEHUAM YUEHO20 U €20 OMHOUEHUIO K
VKpaunuckomy A3vlKy. Paccmompena ceaze Buxkmopa Heanoeuua c desmenvHocmbio
PpecuoHanbHo2o  npedcmasumenscmea — KoncmumyyuoHmo- — 0eMOKpamuyeckou
napmuu (xademog) Ha FOee Ykpaunvl u 0an ananuz 08yM 803MOICHbIM NPUUUHAM
Maxou NO3UyUUI.

Knwueevie cnosa: B.U. [owkesuu, ecazema «FO2vy, Koncmumyyuoumno-
oemoxkpamuyeckas napmus, FOe Yxkpaunoi.
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