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The system of education in Ukraine has
centuries-old history, national traditions and
high prestige in the world. Ukraine was one
of the most developed republics of the for-
mer Soviet Union, distinguished by high
level of training of highly qualified special-
ists and research workers.

The history of the development of the edu-
cational system of Ukraine goes back into the
16�� century — the time when the Ukrainian
statehood started to form. The limits of my
report do not allow me to spread on the his-
torical and traditional background of the
system of education of Ukraine. Still I would
like to outline the basic tendencies of the de-
velopment of the system of higher education
of Ukraine in the end of 17�� and the begin-
ning of the 18�� centuries which reflect the
stage of intensive growth of educational pro-
cesses in the country.

In those times the significant influence on
the development of science and education in
Ukraine was made by the Kyiv-Mohyla
collegiums which by the order of the tsar in
1701 received the title and rights of the acad-
emy and was renamed into the Kyiv Acad-
emy in honor of its protector — metropolitan
P. Mohyla. The course of education there
lasted 12 years and was divided into 8 classes:
preparation class, junior class, grammar, syn-
tax and the senior ones — poetics, rhetoric,
philosophy and theology. The students re-
ceived philological training and learned such
languages as Slavonic, literal Ukrainian,
Greek, Latin, and Polish. They also got poetic
and rhetoric arts, studies the classical Greek,
Roman and Medieval literature, history, ge-
ography, philosophy and theology. When the
Kyiv Academy was founded there were in-
troduced courses of Russian, French and Ger-
man, mathematics, physics, astronomy, archi-
tecture and later the classes of economy and
medicine. The artistic and musical education
played one of the leading roles, too. We may
say that the Kyiv Academy used to be an out-
standing seat of science and culture in
Ukraine of those times.

In the 18�� and 19�� centuries the universi-
ties as the centers of education contributed to
a rapid growth of the network of gymnasi-
ums, lyceums, commercial schools and col-

leges. The pedagogical institutes created on
the basis of these universities for the first
time in the history of education put a question
of special training of teachers. The scholars
and professors of the universities actively
participated in the work of ordinary schools.
There appeared special courses for gymnasi-
ums’ teachers and the first congresses of
teachers were held. The Kharkiv university
during the period from 1805 until 1834 be-
came the leading center of organization and
methodological guidance of education in
Ukraine and in the south of Russia. By the 60s
of the 19�� century it prepared more than
3200 doctors, lawyers and teachers. Its 550
graduates worked as teachers in secondary
schools and about 80 of them became profes-
sors of Ukrainian universities and lyceums.

Traditionally the Ukrainian universities
consisted of 4 faculties: the historical and
philological, physical and mathematical, ju-
ridical, and medical ones. Each of them had
their own academic and scientific libraries
and a number of auxiliary scientific estab-
lishments such as clinics, laboratories, de-
partments, etc. For example, the Kharkiv
university contained 30 departments and
laboratories; it had its own observatory, his-
torical museum and archive, the museum of
fine arts and antiquities. The Kyiv university
had a widely developed scientific base, too.

The system of higher education has under-
gone significant changes since the times de-
scribed. However, the traditions born in the
17��, 18�� and 19�� centuries are still observed in
the system of education of Ukraine at present.

Higher school in Ukraine has got developed
training, scientific and social infrastructure
and is ready to give an opportunity to every
citizen of Ukraine or citizen of any other
country to obtain education of different lev-
els, to study at proficiency improvement or
advanced courses, to study at post-graduate
courses or to write doctorate dissertation, to
take part in fundamental and applied re-
searches. Every year almost 200 thousand
Ukrainians and citizens of other countries be-
come students of higher educational institu-
tions in Ukraine after passing entrance exam-
inations based on secondary education.
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The system of higher education in our
country has a flexible structure, and corre-
sponds to modern trends and tendencies to
those in advanced countries recognized by
UNESCO, UN Organization and many other
international organizations.

The most important goals of the educational
sphere, outlined in the major national pro-
grams “Osvita, Ukraine in the Twenty-first
Century,” “The Main Directions of Reforming
Educational System of Ukraine,” and others,
include: the development of new legislative
and economic mechanisms, which will ensure
the effective work of the educational system;
the reorganization of the existing and creation
of new educational institutions, which will
provide for the multistage system of training
highly qualified specialists; further diversifica-
tion of curricula with regard to the national
and regional peculiarities and needs of the
population; the adaptation of the educational
system to the requirements of the labor mar-
ket; the training of specialists on the basis of
the state standards, which will allow for an in-
crease in the professional and social mobility of
graduates; the establishment of partnerships
of educational institutions with businesses and
organizations to ensure the employment of
graduates; the democratization of education,
and development of the relationship between
teachers and students based on mutual respect
and effective cooperation; the creation and
publication of new textbooks devoid of ideo-
logical biases; special attention given to the
publication of textbooks in the Ukrainian lan-
guage; the development of innovative method-
ological and information technologies; the en-
hancement of the accessibility of education for
different social groups on throughout the
country through the development of distance
learning and the creation of a system of con-
tinuing education; the acquisition of sophisti-
cated equipment, which would provide access
to the Internet and other sources of up-to-date
information; and the participation in large
scale international projects.

During the years of independence of
Ukraine, there have been determined the
priorities of the development of the system
of education, its up-to-date legislative base
has been created and its reforming has been
carrying out with the focus on the progres-
sive national and international educational
traditions and standards taking into account
the humanistic philosophy of education. The
National Doctrine of the development of the
system of education emphasizes on the prior-
ity of education in the national policy. It for-
mulates the system of principal ideas con-
cerning the strategy and main directions of
the development of education in the first
quarter of the 21�� century.

At the same time we have to admit that
the process of globalization of education is an
integral element of the modern world. The
leading tendencies in the sphere of education
today in context of globalization are as fol-
lows: the extension of the market of educa-
tional services, paradigmatic shifts in educa-
tion, the increase of competition between the
higher educational establishments, the
change in the system of values of the sub-
jects of education, the integration of the sys-
tem of education into the marketing pro-
cesses, the increasing role of practical orien-
tation of education, etc.

The positive potential of the Bologna process
for the Ukrainian higher educational estab-
lishments lies in the fact that it widens the mo-
bility of the students and teachers, the possi-
bilities for future employment, it increases the
practical orientation of the academic process
and raises the sense of responsibility of the
students for their educational tracing, etc.
Many of these parameters, however, can work
out only hypothetically in the system of mod-
ern Ukrainian higher education.

The problem stones of the implementation
of the Bologna process in Ukraine are first of
all connected with the threat of annihilation
of the advantages of the national system of
education, the growth of migration of
highly-qualified personnel, the simplification
of the content of education and lack of recog-
nition of the bachelor’s degree by employers.
These problems have already been observed
in Ukrainian educational practices.

The ways of solution of the national sys-
tem of education connected with the pro-
cesses of globalization can be joined into sev-
eral blocks.

The first one is the solution of personnel
policy. The second one deals with the problem
of state support of the system of education in
accordance with the requirements of time.
The third one is connected with the imple-
mentation of new educational technologies.

In my report I also would like to focus on the
problems of military education in Ukraine.

One of the main component parts of the na-
tional system of education is the military edu-
cation which is aimed at training officers for
the armed forces of Ukraine and has to pro-
vide the high level of quality of professional
training of military specialists and to directly
influence the process of strengthening of the
defensive capacity of the country. The cre-
ation of the system of military education and
its priority development in the process of for-
mation of the armed forces have become very
topical scientific and practical tasks.

As of 1991, there was no independent sys-
tem of training of military officers in
Ukraine. After the dissolution of the USSR
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we inherited certain elements of the system
of military education with the ramified and
uncoordinated network of military educa-
tional establishments. It made rather diffi-
cult to transform this system according to
the real demands and needs of the armed
forces of Ukraine. The state standards of mil-
itary education and the controlling bodies
were absent. All the levels of management of
military education were characterized by the
lack of definiteness concerning the academic
plans and programs of training of military
specialists. The content of military education
also had to be essentially changed and im-
proved because many military educational es-
tablishments preferred to use narrow-level
approaches to the process of formation of aca-
demic plans and programs. Actually Ukraine
lacked any military scientific-research or aca-
demic institutions which would deal with the
problems of military education. The funda-
mental psychological and pedagogical re-
search even in the higher military school was
not carried out deeply.

Besides, the tasks of creation of the system
of military education in Ukraine were com-
plicated due to the following reasons:
– lack of analogous systems in the countries

of the CIS;
– insufficient information concerning the

problems of functioning of the system of
military education in the leading countries
of the world;

– the necessity of complete restructuralization
of the network of military educational es-
tablishments in very short periods of time
and the need of organization of profes-
sional training of military specialists ac-
cording to the list of specialities for the
armed forces of Ukraine;

– the need of giving grounds and imple-
menting scientific bases of the military
training of specialists which would satisfy
the modern world’s educational tenden-
cies and the national interests.

The problems of efficient formation and
development of the military education could
not be solved only at the expense of the re-
forms of the organizational, operational and
intentional character. While working out a
strategy of development of the national mili-
tary system of education, it was necessary to
take into account all the achievements and

drawbacks of the history. It was necessary to
give reasons and to adopt the concept of mili-
tary education based on the best practices of
educational tendencies of the world. In order
to achieve it was necessary first and fore-
most to clearly determine the general educa-
tional paradigm. At the same time the
change of the paradigm of the military edu-
cation presupposed the necessity to work out
the methodological foundations of the pro-
cess of creation and reformation of the whole
military educational sphere.

In conclusion I would like to stress that in
the modern world which has just entered the
third millennium, the development of
Ukraine is seen in the general context of Eu-
ropean integration with the orientation to the
fundamental values of the national and inter-
national culture, namely parliamentarianism,
human rights, rights of national minorities,
liberalization, freedom of movement, access to
education of any level, etc. which have be-
come an integral element of any democratic
society. The European integration for Ukraine
in the cultural aspect means its entering the
family of European nations, its comeback to
European political and cultural traditions. Be-
ing its conscious choice, the perspective of
European integration will become a substan-
tial stimulus for the success of Ukraine’s eco-
nomic and political transformation which can
be a basis for the national consolidation. Thus,
European integration becomes a key point
for discovering Ukraine to the world, to
transfer from the closed totalitarian society
to the open democratic state. In order to real-
ize the strategic course of Ukraine aimed at
the integration to the European Union, in or-
der to ensure Ukraine’s entering the Euro-
pean political, economic and legal scope and
to form the preconditions for Ukraine’s
membership in the European Union, the
President of Ukraine has approved the
Strategy of integration of Ukraine to the Eu-
ropean Union. The main directions of cul-
tural, education and scientific-technical inte-
grations have been defined. They include the
implementation of the European norms and
standards in the sphere of education, science
and technology, as well as the extension of
the national cultural and scientific-technical
achievements which can be used in coopera-
tion with the European Union.
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