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Анотація. У статті проведено аналіз сучасного стану питання класифікації будівель за висотою у
різних країнах, зокрема у Росії, Білорусії та в Україні. Згідно з результатами аналізу на даний момент в
більшості країн немає єдиної думки щодо поділу будівель на класи за висотою. В роботі надана єдина
існуюча в Україні класифікація будівель за умовною висотою, що міститься у ДБН В.1.1�7�2002. Виявлено
недоліки цієї класифікації та запропоновано нову класифікацію будівель за умовною висотою, що
ґрунтується на особливостях конструктивних та об'ємно�планувальних рішень будівель різних висот
та повністю орієнтована на українські нормативні документи. Наведено повне обґрунтування прийня�
тих у новій класифікації критеріїв поділу та зроблено порівняння запропонованої класифікації з існую�
чою.

Ключові слова: класифікація, будівля, умовна висота, критерій поділу, конструктивне рішення.
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Аннотация. В статье проведен анализ современного состояния вопроса классификации зданий по
высоте в разных странах, в частности в России, Белоруссии и Украине. Согласно результатам анализа
на данный момент в большинстве стран нет единого мнения относительно разделения зданий на клас�
сы по высоте. В работе представлена единственная существующая в Украине классификация зданий
по условной высоте, которая содержится в ДБН В.1.1�7�2002. Выявлены недостатки этой классифика�
ции и предложена новая классификация зданий по условной высоте, которая основана на особеннос�
тях конструктивных и объемно�планировочных решений зданий различных высот и полностью ориен�
тирована на украинские нормативные документы. Приведено полное обоснование принятых в новой
классификации критериев разделения и выполнено сравнение предложенной классификации с суще�
ствующей.

Ключевые слова: классификация, здание, условная высота, критерий разделения, конструктивное
решение.
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Abstract. The article analyzes the current state of the question of classification of buildings on height in
different countries, particularly in Russia, Belarus and Ukraine. According to the results of this analysis, at
this moment in most countries there is no consensus about the division of buildings into classes according
to their height. The only existing in Ukraine classification of buildings by conditional height, which is
contained in DBN V.1.1�7�2002, is presented in this paper. Disadvantages of this classification have been
identified and new classification of buildings by conditional height, which is based on the features of structural
and space�planning solutions of buildings with different heights and fully oriented on the Ukrainian normative
documents, is proposed. Complete substantiation of adopted in the new classification criteria of division and
comparison of proposed classification with the existing have been represented in this paper also.

Keywords: classification, building, conditional height, criterion of division, structural solution.

Formulation of the problem

Construction is the sphere of industry developing
the most dynamically. The design methods, struc�
tural systems of buildings, erection of buildings pro�
cesses and building material used for production of
building structure have been permanently improved.
Thus, the height of buildings and structures is in�
creased in due course reaching new and new sym�
bols.

Once upon a time, when houses were used to be
single�storey, there was no their classification prob�
lem by the height. But with the technical progress
development and appearance of multi�storey build�
ings, the problem of division of buildings into the
various groups came into being.  The first versions
of classification of the buildings on the height were
relatively simple (e.g. single�storey and high�rise
ones) because there were not buildings with differ�
ent singularities. But, as was pointed out, the con�
struction is in progress and in due course high�rise
buildings became different on their space and plan�
ning conceptions in accordance with applied tech�
nical and structural methods used in them, in this
connection the height of the given buildings as be�
forehand was increased rapidly.  The initial smelting
of pig iron by Abraham Derby in 1720, discovery of
a lift in 1864, introduction into action of open�he�
arth furnace and beginning of steel application in
construction in 1864 promoted for development of

high�rising construction that, in its turn, compli�
cated the problem of classification of the buildings
by the height. Besides, as E. N. Kodish [1] pointed
out, at the end of XIX century the USA constructed
new category of buildings – multi�storey construc�
tion, that is for the first time the term «high�rising
building» was used. This is confirmed by the fact
that still in 1883 an architect William la Baron Genny
constructed 10�storey building «Home Insurance
Building» with height of 55 meters in Chicago was
assumed as the first high�rising building. The ap�
pearance of new types of buildings and their devel�
opment demanded not only the improvement of old
ones but creation of new more complicated classifi�
cations on the height.

That is, generalizing the above mentioned infor�
mation, one can confirm that it is necessary to clas�
sify buildings by the height which is connected with
the variety high�rising buildings from the point of
view of space�planning and structural peculiarities
that preclude the possibilities to refer all the high�
rising buildings to some kind of a class.

Nowadays in Ukraine the problems of classifica�
tion of buildings on the height are rather complicat�
ed ones. In spite of the rapid development of con�
structional sphere and appearance in Ukrainian meg�
alopolises higher buildings, the analysis of the prin�
cipal normative documents regulating design of dif�
ferent types of buildings: NCR V.1.1�7�2002 [2],
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NCR V 2.2�24�2009 [3], NCR V.2.2�15�2005 [4]
revealed that at the present moment there is the only
classification of buildings by height, exactly by con�
ditional height which is in the NCR V.1.1�7�2002
[2]. The more in�depth analysis of the document dis�
covered that this classification was made merely on
the basis of various types of evacuation methods in
buildings but civil engineers need classification di�
viding building on the height on the basis of pecu�
liarities of structural and space and planning con�
ceptions of the buildings but there is no such kind of
classification at all in Ukraine.

The purpose of the paper

The study of the problem of buildings classification
on the height in different countries and producing
of buildings classification on the height depending
on structural singularities of buildings of various
height in accordance with regulations of the Ukrai�
nian Construction Rules.

The analysis of existing classifications

The analysis of the papers by L. A. Viktorova [5],
Yu. G. Granik [6], A. Tarantsev [7], V. Kravtsov [8],
Yu. I. Potapova [9], I. S. Yermolovich and N. M. Va�
silets [10] and also A. M. Asaul and S. M. Ivanov
[11] revealed that in spite of the rich world practice
of construction of high�rising buildings there is no
uniform classification of buildings on the height yet.
Besides there are two types of parallel measurement
of high�rising buildings – in meters and in storeys
or floors. In her paper L. A. Viktorova [5] connects
it with peculiarities of different normative docu�
ments in dependence on the tasks to solve which are
directed the contents one or another document. In
this connection, A. Tarantsev, Yu. Potapova and
I. Yermolovich in their papers [7, 9, 10] reached the
common conclusion that application of the criteri�
on of the height in meters is more correct because
the height of storeys in a building can be distin�
guished from the building purpose and demands of
the National Designing Rules.

As was pointed out earlier, nowadays there is no
a unified idea how to classify buildings on the height
because all the existing classifications are rather
conditional and distinct from each other. The first
attempt to divide buildings by the given indication
was done at the symposium of CMEA in Moscow in

1976. At that time, the common classification of
buildings on the height in meters was accepted. In
the classification, the buildings higher than 30m
were fallen in the category of the high�rise build�
ings, the buildings up to 50, 75 and 100 meters, re�
spectively, to I, II and III category of high�rising
buildings and the buildings higher 100 meters (that
is approximately with 30 storeys) to skyscrapers.
The fact was represented in the papers of V. Kravt�
sov [8], A. Tarantsev [7], I. Yermolovich [10] and in
the coursebook by V. Shuller [12].

It can be said that the given classification has
been still used in Russia in application to public
buildings. But the frameworks accepted by CMEA
are not rigid, so in many countries the concepts
«multistorey», «high�rising» and «high�rise build�
ing» are distinguished depending on designing tra�
ditions adopted in one or another country.

Concerning the contemporary classification of
buildings on the height in Russia, it is rather com�
plicated problem because of the fact that various
sources of information give different explanation of
the similar terms and as a consequence, different clas�
sification of buildings. For instance, A. M. Asaul in
his paper [11] refers buildings with height up to 3
storeys to low�rise ones, with height of 4–9 storeys
to high�rise buildings, with height of 10–20 storeys
to multistorey buildings and buildings higher than
20 storeys as skyscrapers.

A. Tarantsev [7] gives the similar classification
but he refers to low�rise buildings that are higher
than 1–2 storeys and to high�rise buildings that are
higher than 16 storeys.

It should be pointed out that in spite of all disad�
vantages of the classification of buildings on the
number of storeys, residential buildings in Russia
are accepted to be classified namely by this criteri�
on. Total analysis of classification of buildings in
Russia was also made in the papers of I. Yermolovich
and N. Vasilets [10]. They state that starting from
the fire�protection requirements and requirements
of normative documents, such as MESR 4.19�2005
«Temporary rules of designing of muti�functional
high�rise buildings and complex buildings in Mos�
cow» [13] and TCR 31�332�2006 «Residential and
public high�rising buildings» [14] the practice of
reference to high�rising buildings higher than 75
meters (approximately 25 storeys) became custom�
ary in Russia. On the basis of the statement, they
offer the following classification of the buildings on
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the height: low�rise buildings – 1–2 storeys, aver�
age�rise buildings – 3–5 storeys, multistorey build�
ings – 6–10 storeys, high�rise buildings – 11–25
storeys, skyscrapers – more than 25 storeys.
L. A. Viktorova, V. Kravtsov and Yu. Potapova hold
the same point of view to refer buildings to one or
another group in  their papers [5, 8, 9].  It should be
notice that in accordance with [15], multistorey
buildings relate to the structures more than 10–25
storeys on the territory of Russian Federation and
this piece of information practically coincides with
above�mentioned classification by I. Yermolovich
and N. Valilets.

In other countries, e. g. in Belorussia, there is
another classification of the buildings on the height.
Belorussian rules TCR 45�3.02�108�2008 «High�
rise buildings. Construction rules of designing» [16]
has been established that to high�rise buildings are
related multistorey buildings with height from 75
to 100 meters and public buildings and buildings of
multi�functional assignment with height from 50 to
200 meters. In connection with it, in accordance to
point 3.1 of the document, the height of the build�
ing is the difference of marks from the surface of
roadway of the nearest passageway to the building
up to level mark of the upper storey floor not con�
sidering maintenance storey. By the way, the similar
designation is given in the Ukrainian NCR V.1.1�7�
2002 [2] as «a conditional building height».

A. Kravtsov [8] connects height restriction in a
residential zone with the fact that 100 m is a low
mark above the cities and towns in a country of cloud�
iness and smog which can bring to the health wors�
ening of people living on the upper floors, that is to
progress such diseases like «seasickness» or high at�
titude sickness. Besides, the standards of the Re�
public of Belorussia RTC P 2331�2013 «Classifica�
tion of buildings and structures» [17] relate build�
ings higher than 30 m.

In the paper of L. A. Viktorova [5], there is the
example of classification of buildings on the height
in Germany. According to the classification, all the
buildings are divided into 4 groups: I. are the build�
ings with height 22–30 m, II. with height 30–60 m,
III. with height over 60 m and IV. with height over
200 m. From this point, one can make a conclusion
that there are different concepts concerning high�
rising of the buildings in various countries thus, clas�
sification of various countries differ between each
other countries.

Concerning classification of buildings on the
height in Ukraine, as it has been pointed out al�
ready, the analysis of the normative documents NCR
V.1.1�7�2002 [2], NCR V.2.2�24�2009 [3], NCR
V.2.2�15�2005 [4] showed that the uniform acting
at the present moment classification have been just
given in NCR V.1.1�7�2002 «Fire safety of building
objects» [2]. But to the base of classification was
laid just criteria of fire safety connected with differ�
ent ways of evacuation of people from the buildings.
Nevertheless, as L. A. Viktorova points out correct�
ly, high�rising of a building depends on largely on
its space and planning, structural and other singu�
larities that determined by requirements to resis�
tance and reliability of the structural system of a
building. Thus, we are mostly interested by the clas�
sification of buildings on the height just from the
point of view of structural criteria of division. But,
unfortunately, there is no such kind of classification
in Ukraine.

NCR V.1.1�7�2002 «Fire safety of building ob�
jects» [2] classifies all buildings by the conditional
height in the following way:
а) low�rise buildings – height is  Н≤9 m (as a rule

up to 3 storeys including);
b) multistorey buildings – height is 9 m < H ≤ 26.5 m

(as a rule up to 9 storeys including);
c) high�rise buildings – height is 26.5 < H ≤ 47 m

(as a rule up to 16 storeys);
d) skyscrapers – height is 47 m (as a rule more than

16 storeys).
In this connection, for conditional height NCR
V.1.1�7�2002 [2] takes the height of arrangement of
the upper floor without regard to the upper storey
for utility services. In turn, the height of arrange�
ment of the upper floor is determined by distinction
of marks of the passageway surface for fire engines
and floor of the upper storey.

However, more in�depth analysis of the given
classification showed that it is composed on the ba�
sis of criteria of fire safety of buildings. For instance,
point 5.36 of NCR V.1.1�7�2002 [2] determines that
in buildings with conditional height of not more
than 9 m (low�rise buildings) it is permitted to stip�
ulate staircases of the type SC2 (Staircase 2), the
same point points out that in buildings with the con�
ditional height of not more than 26.5 m (multisto�
rey buildings) the staircase of the type SC1 (Stair�
case 1) is used. The point 5.39 of NCR V.1.1�7�2002
[2] states that in buildings with conditional height
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of more than 26.5 m (high�rise buildings) pressur�
ized staircases are stipulated. And, at last, point NCR
V.1.1�7�2002 [2] states that in the building with
conditional height of more than 47 m (skyscrapers)
there should be stipulated lifts or elevators to trans�
port a subdivision of the fire guard. Summing up the
above�mentioned information, one can make the
conclusion that given in NCR V.1.1�7�2002 [2] clas�
sification of the buildings on the height is composed
completely on the basis from different ways of evacu�
ation for building of various height.

Classification of buildings on height and number
of storeys

As it was pointed out earlier, we are mostly inter�
ested by classification of buildings on the height
which would be based on structural singularities of
buildings with various height.  Thus, according to
the purpose of investigation, the classification of
buildings on the conditional height was composed
that based on just structural criteria of division
which are standardized by regulations NCR V.1.1�
7�2002 [2], NCR V.2.2�24�2009 [3] and NCR V.2.2�
15�2005 [4]. It has the following mode:
а) low�rise buildings – height is H ≤ 12 m ( as a

rule up to 4 storeys including);
b) multistorey buildings – height is

12 m < H ≤ 26.5 m (as a rule up to 9 storeys in�
cluding);

c) high�rise buildings – height is 26.5 < H ≤ 73.5 m
(as a rule up to 25 storeys);

d) skyscrapers – height is H > 73.5 m (as a rule
more than 25 storeys).

The complicated «structural» classification can be
also given in the form of comparison with existing
«fire hazard classification» (see Figure).

Note: since the regulation of ruling documents
on the territory of Ukraine NCR V.1.1�7�2002 [2],
NCR V.2.2�24�2009 [3], NCR V.2.2�15�2005 [4] is
oriented to the conditional height of the buildings
(see point 2.18 [2]) so the proposed «structural»
classification is also composed in dependence on the
conditional height of the buildings. At pointing out
of approximate height of buildings of various groups,
the average height of the floor of 3 m was used.

In contrast to «fire» classification NCR V.1.1�
7�2002, in «structural» classification in the limits
between various groups of buildings there are ele�
ments that impact to the principal choice of struc�
tural or space and planning solution of a building in

the whole. The instance for a limit between low�rise
(<12 m) and multistorey buildings (>12 m) a lift
was accepted, that the buildings without lifts are
proposed to relate to low�rise ones. The equipment
the buildings with lifts is regulated by the point 5 of
NCR V.2.2�15�2005 [4], just the point 5.1 states
that in buildings higher of 5 and more (that is > 12 m)
the lift is installed necessarily. The lift was taken for
the limit of classification because the appearance of
lift shaft in a building changes its space and plan�
ning solution significantly in comparison with build�
ings without a lift. It should be pointed out that
NCR V.2.2�15�2005 [4] represents a term «low�rise
building» as construction of the territory with one�,
two� or three� storey buildings  (<9 m) but in this
case it is not completely clear why three storeys are
the limit.

For the limit between multistorey buildings
(<26.5 m) and high�rise buildings (>26.5 m), as in
the «fire» classification [2] pressurized staircases
were accepted because their appearance also effect
to the choice of the space and planning and structural
solution because that to such kind of staircases spe�
cial requirements introduce concerning their arrange�
ment in a building. In the contrast to classification

Figure. Comparison of the proposed «structural»
classification of buildings on the height (on the left)
and classification of the buildings on NCR V.1.1�7�2002
(on the right).
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on [2], in the proposed «structural» classification
pressurized staircases are considered to be as a struc�
tural element but not as the way of evacuation. Ap�
plication of pressurized staircases in the buildings is
regulated by point 5.39 of NCR V.1.1�7�2002 [2],
which establish that pressurized staircases should
be stipulated in the buildings with conditional
height more than 26.5 m.

At last, for the limit between high�rise buildings
and skyscrapers were accepted the mark of 73.5 m.
For the first time in Ukraine the designing of build�
ings higher than 73.5 m is regulated by the separate
document NCR V.2.2�24�2009 «Design of residen�
tial and civil skyscrapers» [3] which gives the term
«a skyscraper» as «a multistorey building of resi�
dential and civil application with conditional height
from 73.5 m and higher».  Secondly, the buildings
higher than 73.5 m require quite another approach�
es to design in the whole since there are no increased
requirements to high�rising buildings concerning
resistance and reliability of structural system. The
fact is also represented in papers of V. Kravtsov [8]
and I. Yermolovich [10]. Besides, Yu. Granik in his
paper [6] correctly notes that with increasing of the
height of a building the load to load�bearing struc�
tures is increased sharply (mainly the dead load and
wind load). In connection with it, L. Viktorova in
her paper [5] points out that in buildings higher
than 75m principally another types of structural sys�

tems are applied (e.g. shaft or box systems) that dis�
tinguish them from the buildings of less height.

Conclusion

The problem of building classification on the height
is especially acute in the world.  It arose in the XIX
century with appearance of skyscrapers and further�
more required permanent   study and improvement of
existent classification. Nowadays, there are many clas�
sifications of buildings on the height which are dif�
ferent between each other via various conceptions
concerning the height of buildings in different coun�
tries.  With respect to classification of building on
the height in Ukraine, the analysis of normative doc�
uments showed that at the present moment there is
only one classification based on foundation of require�
ments of fire safety of buildings but it is not com�
pletely proved from point of view to their structural
solutions. In the proposed paper of «structural» clas�
sification of buildings the structural singularities of
buildings of various height are accepted for criteria
of division of buildings to the groups, namely: pres�
ence or absence of lifts in pressurized staircases and
application of specific structural systems for skyscrap�
ers.  This classification solves the problem of absence
engineering classification of buildings on the height
in Ukraine and can be applied in construction prac�
tice to determine a group of any building.
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