
 264 

 930.253 +027.1+929 

,

. . . ,
,

 ( ).

-
,

- -
. ,

, ,
 ( -

), -
, .

: - , ,
, , .

The publication of materials from the rich archival collection of Dmytro 
Chyzhevsky confi rms once again the fact that the study of archives is an impor-
tant part of historical and philosophical inquiry and contributes to the further 
development of methodological and conceptual apparatus in the fi eld. In addi-
tion, Chizhevsky’s archival collections, which contain broad and rich material, 
especially correspondence with leading fi gures of European and Russian cul-
ture, are valuable not only for the study of scientist’s scientifi c heritage but also 
of interest to European culture in general.

Keywords: historical and philosophical research, archival collections, 
biography, Dmytro Chyzhevsky, intellectual biography.
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as a Thinker’s Creative Laboratory and an Important Source for the 
Biographical Research 
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The article analyzes the signifi cance of biographical method in historical 
and philosophical inquiry. Considering the possibility of using different sources 
in the historical and philosophical research, the author stresses that during 
the analysis of thinker’s individual creativity a considerable role play such 
biographical facts as education, environment, scientifi c societies, and various 
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infl uences that affected formation of thinker’s outlook and further perspectives 
development. Referring to the fi gure of great philosopher and slavist Dmytro 
Chyzhevsky, the author notes that the writing of intellectual biography of the 
scientist is impossible without the use of archival collections, which contain 
unique information and give deeper understanding of creative processes 
connected with the creative laboratory of the thinker. Considering this, the 
article presents brief information regarding two private archives and libraries of 
Dmytro Chyzhevsky, located in Germany in Halle and Heidelberg cities. Taking 
into account the value of archival collections of Dmytro Chyzhevsky and 
diffi culties associated with their processing, the international team of authors 
prepared a collection «D. I. Chyzhevsky. Volume I. Materials for the biography 
(1894–1977)». This collection includes materials from the archives of the 
scientist. Signifi cant part of this book covers memories of Dmytro Chizhevsky 
that reveal more deeply the interesting and unusual fi gure of the thinker. The 
author examines the memoir materials as one of the sources of biography.
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