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The work considers the use of the term “scienti  c biography” in his-
torical and biographical research in Ukraine in historical, theoretical and 
practical contexts. Today, the term is used as a de  nition of a scientist’s 
or scholar’s biography or as a set of means and methods to organize know-
ledge in an integrated system, which is a person’s biography, irrespective 
of the sphere of activity. 

Key words: biographistics, biography, scienti  c biography, terminology. 
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Lyashko S. N. The notion of “Scienti  c Biography” in the 
theory and practice of historical and biographical research.

In the object  eld of biographistics and historical and biographical re-
search practice of the XX century, the term “scienti  c biography” is widely 
used as a biography of a scholar or scientist or as a set of research meth-
ods to create a person’s biography irrespective of the sphere of activity. The 
substantial syncretism of the term becomes evident in the 90-s of the XX 
century in connection with the restructuring of the contents of sociohumani-
tarian knowledge, review and revaluation of the preceding historical expe-
rience, methodology. The  rst scholars to pay attention at the nonre  exive 
use of the notion “scienti  c biography” were historiographers (V. Vaschenko, 
V. Andreyev, T. Popova, I. Kolesnik). 

The emergence of new terms in the notion  eld close to “scienti  c biogra-
phy”, such as “individual”, “collective”, “biohistoriography”, “historical”, “con-
textual”, “existential”, “modal”, “career” biography etc., allowed to see the es-
sence of the problem more clearly. It becomes clear that the given historical and 
semantical and substantial constructions are phenomena of the same order. 

In the hierarchy of the notions of biographistics, the term “biography” is 
a notion of the basic level, a concept. Within the margins of biographical prac-
tice, it is a person’s biography irrespective of the  eld of activity. As a concept, 
the term “biography” accumulates various contents and contexts, which are 
determined by the objectives and tasks and research experience. In the ana-
lytical structures – “scienti  c biography”, “individual biography”, “collective 
biography (prosopography)”, “personal history”, “biohistoriography (“history 
of a historian”)”, “historical biography”, “contextual biography”, “existential 
biography”, “modal biography”, “career biography” and other connotations 
“scienti  c”, “individual”, “collective”, etc., supplement and specify the con-
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cept’s contents and simultaneously are the means to organize the biographi-
cal material, an tool of historical research. 

The logical structure “scienti  c biography” as a category of learning re-
quires historiographical, semantic and linguistic research in the context of 
historical and  linguistic knowledge, de  ning its communicational capabili-
ties and correct use in the scienti  c practice. 

Key words: biographistics, biography, scienti  c biography, terminology. 
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