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MeToto AaHoro aocnigpkeHHs Gyna ouiHka MOXIu-
BMX iIMyHHO-OMOCEpPeaKOBaHUX MeXaHi3MiB PO3BUTKY
Ta NporpecyBaHHA NaninsapHoOro paky LWMTonoaioHoi
3ano3u, a came oujiHKa KifbKOCTi Ta BUay Makpodaris,
acouinoBaHNX 3 NyxnMHaMy Ta ixX acouiauito 3 xapak-
TepuCcTMKaMM NaninsapHoOro paky wutonogibHoi 3ano-
31. 3rigHO OTPUMMAaHWX AaHuX, NaninsgpHUN pak WuTo-
noAibHol 3ano3n 6yB NOB’A3aHWI 3 BEMNWKOIO KiMbKiCTHO
makpodparie (P<0,0001). Takox OyB BUSIBNEHWIA TiC-
HUI 3B'A30K MiX KinbkicTio M2-makpodaris i meTacTa-
3amu B nimdatuyHi By3nn (OR=8,56; 95%CI 2,46-
28,22; P=0,0004). Kinbkictb M2 makpodarisa 6yna
noB's3aHa 3 BMPA3HUM aHrioreHe3oM Ta 3POCTaHHAM
KinbkocTi MikpocyauH (P=0,006) Ta ekcnpecieto VEGF
(P<0,0001). Ekcnpecis VEGF BapitoBana Big, HU3bKOI
[0 BMCOKOI, Ta KopentoBana 3i cTyneHem iHdinbTpauii
(r=0,677; P<0,001) Ta «inbkicTio M2 makpodaris
(r=0,812; P<0,0001). Taknm YMHOM, 3pOCTaHHSA Kifb-
kocTi CD163+ makpodparie y Mexax naninsapHoro paky
WwuTonoAibHoi 3ano3n acouirioBaHe 3 NiABULLIEHHAM
pU3NKy MeTacTa3yBaHHS Yy perioHanbHi niMmgaTuyHi
BY3MM 3a paxyHOK nocuneHoi ekcnpecii VEGF, aktu-
BaUii aHrioreHesy Ta NiOBULLEHHSA iHBA3iBHOCTI MyXx-
TNIMHHWX KIITWH.

KntouyoBi cnoBa: naninsapHun pak wutonogibHoi
3anoaun, metacTasu, Makpodaru.

3B'A30K pob6OTM 3 HAyKOBUMM MNporpamamm,
nnaHamu, Temamu. PoboTa BMKOHaHa y pamkax Hay-
KOBO-AoCnNigHOI poboTn «MexaHiamyn nyxnMHHOI npo-
rpeci: MoneKynsipHa reHeTuka, MiKpOOTOYEHHS Ta Me-
Taboniam nNyxnuHHMX KNiTuH» (Negepxpeectpauii 01-
18U000554)

BcTyn. Pak wutonogi6Hoi 3anosn (PLU3) y BCbO-
MY CBITi HA CbOTOAHI € HaWbiNbL LWBMOKO 3pOCTa4MM
Pi3HOBMAOM EHOOKPUMHHUX Heonnasin, wo nocigae 5
MicLile 3a MoLUMpEHICTIO cepep xiHok [1]. Ha cborogHi
3aranbHO BM3HAHO, WO OKPIM TakuMx pakTopiB, $K
cTaTb i BiKk XBOPWX, pO3Mip Ta COHorpadiyHmnx xapak-
TEPUCTUKMN NYXIMHW, BaXINWUBY POMb Y BU3HAYEHHI KiH-
LLeBOro giarHo3sy, NporHo3yBaHHsA nepebiry nyxrnuHHO-
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ro NpoLecy Ta TakTUKX NiKyBaHHA BaXXNMBY pOrb Bigir-
pae BMW3HAYEHHS TiCTOMOMYHOrO TUMY ManingpHOro
paky wurtonoaioHoi 3anosu (MPLW3) [2, 7]. Hessaxato-
YN Ha BIOHOCHO CMNpUATIIMBUMA MPOrHO3, y GaraTtbox
Bunagkax MNPLU3 meTtactasye y perioHapHi nimgarny-
Hi By3nu, WO BNIMBaEe Ha 06’'eM onepaTuBHOrO BTPY-
YaHHS, Ta nojarnbluy SKiCTb XUTTA xBopux [8]. BaraTo-
piYHe BMBYEHHSI Ta cnocTepexeHHs xBopux Ha MPLLU3
[03BONWMO AOCTOBIPHO BU3HAYUTU PONb 3ananeHHs y
nporHo3yBaHHi nepebiry PLU3 [5, 14]. MNMpu ubomy 3a-
naneHHst 3 ogHoro 6oKy BiAOMBAaE peakuilo opraHiamy
Ha NyXMMHHUA NPOLEC, a 3 iHLIOro MOXe CMpUATH po3-
BUTKY Ta NPOrpecyBaHHIO 3MOSKICHOrO MyXIMHHOIO
npouecy [13]. Binomo, Wo cTpomarnbHi Ta pekpyToBaHi
KNiTUHW B MeXax NyxnnHuM opMytoTb 0cobnmBe Mik-
POOTOYEHHS, O MOXe MoayntoBaTth 6ionoriyHy nose-
LOiHKY NyXNWHHUX KNiTUH [4, 6]. Baxnueum npeacras-
HUKOM MYyXJIMHHOTO MIKPOOTOYEHHS € Makpodparu [5].
Lli kniTHM € gXepenom LUMPOKOro CrekTpy PeyoBUH,
BKITHOYaOUM TpaHcdopMytoumin daktop pocty B (TGF-
B), daktop Hekposy nyxnmH a (TNF-a), iHTepnenkiH
10 (IL-10), dpakTOop pPOCTYy CYAWHHOIO €HAOOTENI0
(VEGFs) Towo [7]. Li pe4yoBnHM MOXYTb BNAMBaTU Ha
PO3BUTOK Ta MNPOrpecyBaHHs MNyXfWH, MOAYIoYM
WBMAKICTb nponicpepadii, MirpauinHy akTMBHICTb, pi-
BeHb AndepeHLitoBaHHsA, aHrioreHes Ta iH. [poTe, aK
BMMMBAKTh Pi3HM TUMM MakpodariB Ha nNporpecyBaH-
Ha MPLL3 Ta yepes ki MexaHiamu, BigOMO maro.

MeToto faHoro pocnimkeHHA Oyrno BUBYEHHS
KINbKOCTI Ta po3noginy pi3Hux BuAIB Makpodaris y
mexax TPW3 Ta ix 3B'A30K 3  KMiHikO-
MOPONOriYHMMM XapakTepmucTmkamu.

Martepianu Ta meTtoan pocnigxeHHs. [lo gocni-
DKeHHS Oynu BKIHOYEHi NauieHTn 3 ricTonoriyHo niar-
BepaxkeHum NP3 (n=60) Ta conikynapHow ageHo-
MO0 (N=27), SiKi NPOXOAUNN OBCTEXEHHS Ta NiKyBaHHS
Ha 6a3i YKpaiHCbKOro HaykoBO-MPaKTUYHOrO LEHTPY
€HOOKPVHHOI Xipyprii, TpaHcnnaHTauii eHOOKPUHHUX
opraHiB i TkaHuH MOS3 YkpaiHu. Ha nepwomy eTtani
Oyno npoeeneHo 36ip KniHiko-gemorpadivyHnx gaHux,
BKIOYaloum BiK, CTaTb, JloKanisawito 1a po3mip nyxnu-
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HW. [o pocnimkeHHs Bynu BKMAOYEHi NauieHTW BiKOM
Big 21 po 75 pokie. Cepep nauieHTiB 3 MPLU3, Bkrto-
YeHMX y JOocniaxeHHsi, byno 48 xiHok (80%) Ta 12
(20%) wuyornosikiB. CepepHin Bik XBOpMX CKIagas
43,2+0,9 pokiB i He BiOpI3HABCA Big Takoro Bi4 rpynu
NopiBHsIHHA — nauieHTiB 3 PA. CepegHin po3mip nyx-
nuH cepepn nauieHTiB 3 MNPLPK cknagas 1,53+0,28cwm i
OyB p[gewo BUWMM y XBOPUX YOJOBIYOI CTaTi
(1,68+0,14 cM) nopiBHAHO 3 XiHkamn (1,46+0,15 cm).
Mpu ubomy y 9 xBopux (15%) 6yno BM3Ha4YeHO MeTac-
Tasu y perioHapHi nimaTunyHi By3nu.

[ocnigXeHHa BUKOHaHI 3 4OTPUMaHHSIM OCHOBHUX
nonoxeHb «[MpaBun €TUYHUX NPUHLUMNIB NPOBEAEHHS
HayKoBMX MeLMYHUX OOCHifXeHb 3a y4acTio nogu-
HW», 3aTBepkeHWX [enbCiHCLKOK  Aeknapauieto
(1964-2013 pp.), ICH GCP (1996 p.), Ovpektusu
€EC Ne 609 (Big 24.11.1986 p.), Haka3iB MO3 Ykpai-
Hm Ne 690 Big 23.09.2009 p., Ne 944 Big 14.12.2009 p.,
Ne 616 Big 03.08.2012 p.

HiarHoctuky rictonoriyHoro [MPLU3  nposogunu
BiANOBIOHO A0 OHoBreHoi knacudikauii BOOS3 (2017)
[2] Ta imyHoricTOXiMiuHe gocnigkeHHs: 6ynn BUKOHaHI y
natomopdornorivHin  nabopartopii CSD Health Care.
Mpw cTagitoBanHi MPLU3 BukopucToByBanu 8th edition
AJCC [3]. Bci 3pasku naTorictonoriyHoro marepiany
OLjiHIOBanu Ha npeaMeT HassBHOCTI Kancysnu, 03HaK eKc-
TPanpeoigHOro MOLIMPEHHS, NiMGOBACKyNAPHOI iHBa-
3ii, CTyneHs nenkouMTapHOi iHINbTPaUii BHYTpU Myx-
nvHM Ta 3a it mexamu [13]. ns aHanisy KinbKocTi Ta
posnoginy makpodaris, acouiioaHux 3 NP3 6yno
NPOBEAEHO iIMYHOrCTOXiMIYHE AOCHIAKEHHSA 3 BUKOPUC-
TaHHSAM MOHOKMOHanbHUX aHtuTin o CD68 (DAKO,
knoH KP1) ta CD163 (Cell Marque, knoH MRQ-26).
KpiMm TOro, Ans OuiHKM B32aEMO3B’A3KY MiX Pi3HUMWU TU-
namMu Makpodparis Ta aHrioreHeaom Oyna npoBegeHa
ouiHka ekcnpecii VEGF (DAKO krnoH VG1), sk nposia-
HOro cTumynaTopa aHrioreHe3dy. OTpuMaHi pe3ynbTatu
06pobnsanm ctatucTmyHo y naketi MedCalc.

PesynbTatn gocnigkeHHA Ta iXx 0GroBOpeHHs.
MopdonoriyHe gocnigxkeHHs suasuno, wo MNMPL3 oys
acoLuifoBaHNA 3 HASABHICTIO IHTPATYMOPO3HOI iHINbT-
pauii, BMpasHiCTb SKOI 3HayHO BapitoBana. poTe B
O6yob-akomy Bunagky npu MNPL3 Bu3HaveHo craTtuc-
TUYHO 3HauyLle 36inblUeHHs KinbkocTi CD68+ KriTuH,
sika nepeBuLLYyBana aHanoriYHU NoKasHUK He TiNbKu
B iHTaKTHUX ginaHkax W3 (P<0,0001), a i B chonikyns-
pHin ageHomi (P<0,001). CD68+ kniTuHn Bynu posTa-
LIOBaHi B Mexax NyxfuHW, a B Aesdkux Bunagkax — B
Kancyni HaBkosno Hei. 3HayHa kinbkictb CD68+ makpo-
dharis 6yna acoujinoBaHa 3 iHBa3i€0 NyXIMHN y OTOYY-
IOYi TKaHWHW. XapakTepHe, WO KinbKicTb Makpodaris
KopentoBana 3 BUPAsHICTIO iHTpa- Ta NepunyxnuHHOI
iHdinbTpauii (r=0,718, P<0,001).

Ouinka CD163+ makpodparis npogeMoHcTpyBana
36inbLlUeHHs KinbkocTi umx knituH y MPLU3 nopisHsHO
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3 iHTaKTHUMW OingHKamMu LWUTOBUAHOI 3anosu (puc. 1)
Tnx xe nauieHTis Ta ®A (P = 0,002). Ui knituHn npe-
BaroBanu y CTPOMi naninsgpHUX CTPYKTYp Ta B Mexax
iHINbTpaTiB.

B po6oTi He 6yno BM3HA4YeHO B3aEMO3B’A3KIB MiX
BUPa3HICTIO iHiNbTpauii CD68+ i CD163+ kniTMHamu
Ta TaknMm NOKasHMKamK, K BiK | cTaTb nauieHTis. Kpim
TOro, Hamu He B6yno BCTaHOBMNEHO (hakTy B3aEMO3B'A3-
Ky MiX KinbkicTio Makpodarie Ta GinatepanbHicTtio 1a/
4 mynbTudokaneHictio MPL3. 3akoHomipHO, LWo
BMCOKa LWinbHicTb M2-Makpodaris 6yna acouinoaHa
3 MigBULLEHHAM KpoBomocTadaHHsA. BuaHaveHo nps-
MUWI 3B’A30K MiX KinbkicTio CD163+ KniTUH i Mikpocy-
anH - (P=0,006), a Takox ekcnpecieto VEGF
(P<0,0001). ImyHono3uTBHa peakuis Ha VEGF 6yna
BUSIBMEHA B MyXJIMHHUX KMNiTUHAX Ta Yy KNiTUHax CTpo-
MU, L0 3a CBOIM po3TallyBaHHAM BignoBiganu rnoka-
nisauii M2-makpodaris i xapaktepunsyBanucsi BUCOKOIO
iHTEHCMBHICTIO (pUc. 2).

B nyxnuHHuxX knitnHax ekcnpecia VEGF BapitoBa-
na Big HU3bKOi 0 BMCOKOI i KopentoBana 3i CTyneHem
iHdinbTpauii (r=0,677; P<0,001) Ta kinbkicTio M2 mak-
podaris (r=0,812; P<0,0001). Taka 3Haxigka nigTeep-
DXKye BioOMi dakTu npo CTUMyrnow4YMiA Bnnmve M2-
Makpodparie Ha aHrioreHe3. BpaxoByoun pofb aHrio-
reHesy B MyX/MHHIN Nporpeci, 3akoHOMipHUM GyB 3B'A-
30K MiX KinbkicTio CD163+ KniTMH Ta pu3nkom nimdo-
BackynspHoi iHeasii (P=0,03), wo cBigunTb Npo ponb
M2-makpocparie B nporpecyBaHHi MPLU3 (puc. 1).
Kpim TOro, Bu3Ha4yeHo acouiauito Mi>k BUCOKOHO KirnbKic-
Tio CD163+ KniTvH Ta HasABHICTIO MeTacTasis y perio-
HanbHi nimdartnyHi By3anu (OR = 8,56, 95% [l 2,
46- 28,22; P = 0,0004). binbw TOro, iMmyHorictoximidyHe
AOCnimKeHHs niMmgaTUyHMX BY3MiB BUABUITO CTATUCTU-
YHO 3Hauyllle 3pOoCTaHHs KinbkocTi CD163+ KNiTUH B
nimgaTtnyHnx By3nax 3 MeTacTaTUYHUM YpaKeHHAM
NopiBHSIHO 3 TakMmu 6e3 o3Hak meTacTasis (pmc. 3).

OTpumaHi pesynbTaty no dakty cBigyaTb npo
pornb Makpodaris NyxrmMHHOMO MIKPOOTOYEHHS Y MpPO-
rpecyBaHHi MPLU3 Ta po3BuTKy MeTactasiB. Makpo-
darv — ogHi 3 HaNBaXNUBILLMX KIITUH MIKPOOTOYEHHS
nyxnuHu. Bigomo, wo mxepenomM opMyBaHHS NyXnn-
HO-acoLinoBaHMx MakpodarieB € MOHOLNUTW, K TpaHc-
dopmyloTbCA y ABa KIMHOYOBMX TUNM Makpodaris — M1
Ta M2 [4]. M1-Tun makpodaris akTMBYETbCS 3a Knacud-
HUM LUMISAXOM MpK Aii naToreH-acouiioBaHUX MOMEKyns-
PHMX MaTepHiB Ta Npo3ananbHUX LIMKOKIHIB (B nepLuy
yepry ®HMNa ta IHPy) [7]. Ha BigmiHy Big uboro, M2
Makpodarm akTUBYIOTLCS 3@ anbTePHATUBHUM LUNAXOM
Y BiONOBiAb HA EKCTPaKMITUHHI NOAPA3HNKM Y/ 33 YMOB
aii IL-4 ta IL-13. M2 makpodrarn € aekinbkox peHoTn-
nie (M2a, M2b, M2c, M2d), BOHW NpoayKytOTb LLUMPOKUIA
CNEKTP perynaTopis, BKIOYM haKTopy POCTY, LUTOKIHK,
MeTanonpoTeiHasn Ta XxemoaTpaKTaHTH, i BBaXatoTbCsl
OCHOBHUM pi3HOBMAOM Makpodparis acouifoBaHux 3
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Puc. 1. Kinbkicte CD163+ KniTWH y WmnTonoAibHin 3anoasi:

A — iHTaKTHa wmTonoaibHa 3ano3a, b — MNaninapHa kapuuHoma 6e3 meTacTasis, B i i ' — naninapHa kapuuHoma,
MeTacTasytoya 40 perioHapHUx niMaTtuyHux By3niB. B — iHTpa- Ta NepunyxnMHHUIA po3noain 3HAaYHOI KiNbKOCTi
CD163+ kniTvH Npy MeTacTasyouill naninapHin kapumHomi 3. IMyHoricToximMiYHe AOCNIAKEHHST 3 BUKOPUCTaHHAM
MAT go CD163+. 36. A, b, I' x 200; B — x 50

Puc. 2. Ekcnpecis VEGF y iHTakTHIil WwmutonoaibHin 3anosu (A) Ta ginsHkax naninspHoi kapuuHomu 6e3 metactasis (b)
Ta ¢ meTactazamu (B i IN). ImyHoricToximiyHe gocnigxeHHs 3 BukopuctaHHam MAT go VEGF. 36. 200.

A — BigcyTHs ekcnpecis VEGF y iHTakTHiN LLU3. b — cnabka ekcnpecis VEGF y donikynsipHuX KrniTMHaX Ta NoOAMHOKNX
CTpoManbHWX KNiTUHaX y NaninspHi kapumHomMi 6e3 o3Hak meTacTasis. B i I — nomipHa ekcnpecis VEGF y donikynspHux
KNiTUHaX Ta BUpasHa eKkcrnpecis y KNniTmHax NyxrmMHO-acoLinoBaHuX iHINbTpaTiB B AiNsHUI NaninapHoi kKapuMHOMK 3 03Ha-

KaMy MeTacTasiB y perioHapHi nimMgaTuyHi By3nu
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Puc. 3. 3HayHa kinbkicte CD163+ kniTuH y nimdpatnyHomy
BY3ni 3 03HaKkamMu MeTacTasiB NaninsapHoi KapunHoMu. Imy-
HoricToxiMmiyHe gocnigkeHHs. 3b. 100

nyxnuHamu [4, 5, 8]. B kapunHomax W3 M2 makpodpa-
m MOXyTb OyTn BusBReHi 3aBasku ekcnpecii CD68
(Takox ekcnpecyetbca i M1 makpodaramu), CD163,

KniHiyHa meguuuHa

CD206 ta CD204 [6, 7]. Ha cborogHi Bxe npoaeMoHC-
TPOBaHWIA 3B’A30K MiX KinbkicTio M2-makpodparis Ta
BUPA3HICTIO AeandepeHLitoBaHHA KMITUH KapLMHOMMN
(aHannactuyHa Ta Hu3bKoAudpepeHuiioBaHa Kapuu-
Homa LL3) Ta arpecuBHMM Xxapaktepom pocTty [8, 9,
10]. B mexax gaHoi poboTv My BUSBUIIN TaKoX acoLi-
auito BUCOKOI KinbkocTi M2-makpodparis 3 o3Hakamu
nimdgoBackynapHoi iHBasii Ta pu3nkom meTacTtasiB y
nimdaTnyHi By3nu.

BucHoBku. 3pocTtaHHs kinekocti CD163+ makpo-
daris y mexax lNPLLU3 acouinoBaHe 3 MigBULLEHHSM
pU3NKy iHBa3UBHOIO POCTY, iHTEHCUiKaLieo ekcnpecii
VEGF Ta meTacTtasyBaHHAM Y perioHanbHi nimdartuny-
Hi BY3nu.

MepcnekTBM nopganbluxX AochnigXeHb. Bu-
BUYEHHS poni Makpodaris Ha PO3BUTOK MYXIIMHHOIO
npoLecy, a TakoX MexaHi3miB nonspu3aadii makpoda-
riB € NepCnekTMBHUM HanMpPsMKOM pO3pPOOKN HOBITHLOI
cTparterii imyHoTepanii B OHKONOTil.
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11.

12.

13.

14.
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POIlb MAKPO®AIOB B NPONrPECCUPOBAHUU NAMUNNAPHOIO PAKA

WMTOBUAHOW XXENE3bI

YepHeHko A. B., Cynaesa O. H., Yy6a B. 5., Ozpbi3bko T. B., JlTapun A. C.

Pestome. Llenbio AaHHOro nuccnegoBaHms Gbina oueHka BO3MOXHbBIX MMMYHHO-OMOCPEAOBaHHbIX MEXaHN3-
MOB PasBUTMSA 1 NPOrPeCcCUpPOBaHNA NaNUINAPHOIO paka LWMTOBMAHOM Xenesbl, 8 UMEHHO OLieHKa KonuyecTsa u
BMAa Makpodaros, acCOLMMPOBAHHbIX C OMYXOSNSAMM N UX accoumaumnm ¢ XxapakTepucTmkaMmu nanunnsapHoro pa-
Ka WUTOBMOHON xenesbl. CornacHo NomnyYeHHbIM AaHHbIM, NanuNNSpHbIA pak WUTOBMOHON xenesbl 6bin cBs-
3aH ¢ 6onblwmnm konuyectBom Makpodgaros (P <0,0001). Takke 6bina obHapyxeHa TecHas CBsi3b MeXay Konu-
yectBOM M2-makpodaroB M MeTactasamu B numdartmdeckme ysnbl (OR = 8,56; 95% Cl 2,46-28,22;
P = 0,0004). KonnyectBo M2 makpodharos 6bi510 CBA3aHO C BblpaXEHHbIM aHMMOreHe3oM M pOCTOM KonuyecTBa
mukpococygos (P = 0,006) n akcnpeccuen VEGF (P <0,0001). Skcnpeccua VEGF BapbupoBana OT HU3KOW A0
BbICOKOW, W KOppenupoBana co cTeneHbio MHpunbtpaumm (r = 0,677; P <0,001) n konnyectsom M2 makpoda-
roe (r = 0,812; P <0,0001). Takum obpasom, pocT konuvectsa CD163 + makpodparoB B npegenax nanunispHo-
ro paka LWMTOBMAHOW Xenesbl acCoLMMPOBaH C MOBLILLEHWEM pUCKa MeTacTa3npoBaHUS B permoHasnbHble NnM-
daTnyeckue yanbl 3a cHeT ycuneHHon akcnpeccun VEGF, akTMBaumym aHrmoreHesa u noBbIWEHUA NHBA3UBHO-
CTU OMyXOJieBbIX KINETOK.

KnioueBble cnoBa: pak LWMTOBMOHOM Xenesbl, MeTacTasbl, Makpodaru.
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Role of Macrophages in the Progression of Papillary Thyroid Carcinoma
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Abstract. Papillary thyroid carcinoma (PTC) is the most common malignant thyroid neoplasia. It is postu-
lated that genetic alterations and tumor antigens can stimulate immune response, orchestrating tumor immune
microenvironment. In its turn, immune microenvironment can facilitate cancer progression. It is well known that
macrophages are the most important players in tumor development and progression. However, it is still unclear
whether there are any relations between number and type of macrophages in progression of papillary thyroid
carcinoma.

The purpose of this study was to evaluate possible immune-mediated mechanisms of development and
progression of papillary thyroid carcinoma, namely estimating the number and type of tumor-associated macro-
phages and their association with the characteristics of PTC.

Material and methods. 60 patients with histopathologically confirmed PTC and 27 patients with follicular
adenoma (FA) were enrolled in the study. We considered the tumor size, extra thyroidal extension (ETE), lym-
phovascular invasion, regional lymph nodes metastases, histological variant of PTC, as well as intensity of in-
flammatory infiltration and vascularization. To assess tumor associated macrophages and their role in tumor
progression immunohistochemical investigation was conducted with the following markers: CD68 to assess the
whole set of macrophages and CD163 to evaluate M2-type macrophages. In addition, angiogenesis was consid-
ered using VEGF and blood vessels number was evaluated using semi-quantitative score system.

Results and discussion. According to the obtained data, PTC was associated with increased number of
macrophages, comparing with normal thyroid and follicular adenoma (P<0.0001). Number of macrophages cor-
related with degree of inflammatory infiltration. These cells were located in tumor and in some cases they were
in capsule and around it. In addition, the number of CD163 cells was much higher in patients with invasive
growth, demonstrating the possible role of M2 macrophages in PTC progression. Tight relationship was found
between the number of M2 macrophages and metastases in the lymph nodes (OR=8.56; 95% CI 2.46-28.22;
P=0.0004). Macrophages count was related with high microvascular density (P=0.006), VEGF expression
(P<0.0001), intrathyroid invasion (P=0.03) and lymph node dissemination (P=0.005). In addition, the strong cor-
relation between count of CD163+ and MCT+ cells in tumor and lymph nodes was found. We suppose the in-
flammatory mediated signaling pathways activation in PTC metastasis development. Expression of VEGF was
found in tumor cells and in stroma. VEGF expression in tumor cells varied from low to high and correlated with
degree of infiltration (r=0.677; P<0.001) and number of M2 macrophages (r=0.812; P<0.0001). In addition there
were numerous VEGF positive cells inside infiltrates. Their accumulation around malignant nodules was associ-
ated with features of invasion.

Conclusions. Thus, increased number of PTC-associated CD163+ macrophages is associated with an in-
creased risk of metastasis to regional lymph nodes due to overexpression of VEGF and tumor cell invasiveness.
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