Pabpinio POMAHO,

HadssuyatiHut i [TosHosaxHull [Mocon Imanii 8 Ykpaini

— Tou, xmo ne yinye xumms —
HA HbO2O He 3aCIY208Y€E, Came MmAaK
66AKA6 GEUKULL Mumeub ma Giao-
cog Jleonapdo da Binui. IIpome ui
CA06A AXK HISAK He CMOCYIOMbCSL U020
cniesimuusnuxie. Cmax 00 xumms,
ocb wo xapakmepusye imaniiyis. I
81H NPOABIACTNGCS 6 YCLOMY — GeJlU-
ui ma Kpaci micm, Hacono0i ixe ma
6UHOM, NpdzHeHHi 00 €600600u md,
36UUALHO, Y 3AXONJEHHI PISHUMU
sudamu mucmeumed. Aodxe 6HeCOK,
KUl 3poOUIL TMANTIYL Y POIBUMOK
KIHO, JKUBONUCY, CKYJbNMYPU ma My-
3UKU, 6AKKO NEPeoUTHUMIL.

Haw cnisposmosnux — Hadseuuaiinuii i Iloenosaxnuii Ilocon
Imanii 6 Ykpaini @abpiyio Pomano. Iane Ilocon, excnepmu oui-
HI010Mb M0BAP006iz MixK Hawumu Kpainamu 3a 2012 pik npubius-
HO Yy 6 mapd 00J., AKi OCHOBHI NPOOYKMU eKCnopmy ma iMnopmy
MUK HAWUMU KPATHAMU?

Itaniga iMmopTye 3 Ykpainu TOJIOBHUM YHMHOM MeTaJypriiiny
MPOAYKINIO, MOKHA cKazartu, 33—34% iMmopry — e HamiBhabpu-
Karu i3 3ajisa i craJi, IPOAYKTHU CLIbCBKOIO IOCIOLAPCTBA, TPOXHU
MeHIlle — KaMeHi TUIIy MapMypy Ta IKipa. OCHOBY HaIIOr0 €KCIOp-
Ty B YKpaiHy CTaHOBJATb MeGJii, HElmO[aBHO MU BiJIKPUJIM /IBi BU-
craBku («IuTep’ep-me6.ri» 30kpema). Takok BAroMoi 4acTKOIO €KC-
MOPTY € TIPOMUCJIOBe OGJaJHAHHS, OJAT, B3YTTs, TMOOYTOBA TEXHiKa,
CaHTeXHiKa Ta MeEHINOI0 Mipold — XiMmiyHa, (apMmalieBTUUHA IpO-
JIyKI_[iFI Ta IJIaCTMACA.

Y momomy 2012 poxy mawi kpainu nionucaiu Y200y npo
possumox e3aemosionocun y cepi cyononiascmea. Ak ye eniu-
HYJ0 Ha 06csizu ma Po36UMOK MOP2ZIGAL MiK HAUWUMU KpamaMu9

— Yroza 1po CyAHOILJIABCTBO Ta MOPCBKUII TOPrOBUI TPAHCIOPT
Mik Itasiero Ta YKpaiHOW0 € BaKJIMBUM iHCTPYMEHTOM [IJIsI PO3BUT-
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Ky TOPrOBUX BiJJHOCMH MixX Hammmu Kpainamu. lleir jokymeHT 3a-
MiHge ¥Yroay, HiANUcaHy Ie B pajsHCbKi yacu, Mixk Irasnieo Tta
Papancekum Coro30M Ta pery/ioe Hamli BiJHOCUHM 3 YKpaiHOoO B
IbOMY TIJIaHi BiJIOBi/IHO /0 cy4yacHUX BUKJWKiB. Taki 3B’3km Ma-
I0Tb BeJIMKE 3HAYEHHS [/ PO3BUTKY Tajly3i MOPCHKOTO CY/IHOIJIAB-
CTBa, i 3aBAAgKU cBoiM mopTaM Ha YopHoMmop’i YKpaina € JJisT HAC
JIyKe BasKJIUBUM IIaPTHEPOM y 1[bOMY HaIIPSIMi.

— Ilane Ilocon, b6anxiscvka cghepa € 00Hi€0 3 HAUOIALUL BAX-
JUBUX CEKMOPIE IMANTUCHKOT eKOHOMIKU, d K TMANIUCYKT OaHKipu
nouysawomy cebe ¢ Yxpaini?

Ax Bu 3HaeTe, B YKpaiHi mparmiooTh 3i 3HAUHUMH iHBECTH-
missMu TOJIOBHI GaHkM Iramii «YHiKpeauT», SKUN IpecTaBIeHUid
6aHKOM <«YKpcornbaHky, Ta «IHTesacammaymno» — Gankom <«lIpaBexc
Bank». 4 gymaro, 6ys0 6 HeueCcHO CTBEPKYBaTH, 1110 Bce 100pe i B
ux 6aHKiB He BUHUKAE 1MpobJjeM B YKpaiHi. Aje, He3Ba)KalOuM Ha
CKJIQTHOI, SKi 3aBXK/AM iCHYIOTH, iTaJiliCbKi TpeiCTaBHUKU 000X
6aHKiB BBa’KaioTh, 110 YKpaiHa BOJIOJIi€ MOTEHIiaJI0M, IO TP 06e-
PEKHOMY i CIIpIMOBAHOMY Ha 3MilTHeHHS GizHecy TiIXO0/i MOKHA
3HAUTH MOKJIMBICTD /1711 3pocTaHHsA. ToMy BOHM MalOTh HaMip 3aJ/M-
maTucsl B KpaiHi i npaiioBaTu pasoM 3 YKPaiHCbKUMM TIapTHEpaMu.

— Ilane Ilocon, ogiuiiino Imanis € domiexoro dns nonad 200 mu-
cau Yykpainyie. Akum € 6Hecox YKpainyie y po3eumox imaJiticbkol exo-
HOMIKU Ma SKUM € CMABIeHHs. 00 HAWUX CRIBEIMYUUSHUKIE 6 ITmanii?

[Tinkom BipHO. B Irtanii >xuBe mayske Besquka rpomMajzia yKpain-
uis (odiniitno maiike 200 THcsaY yKpaiHIiB, JyMmalo, IO HACIIPaB/Ii
111 KijbKicTh OiJiblia). YKpaiHcbKa crijibHOTa B Itastii Bijirpae Bask-
JIMBY PpOJIb g Hamoi exkoHoMiku. MoBa iiie 1npo emirpaitiio, ska
BUHHKJIA 37€6iJbIIOr0 4Yepe3  COIiabHO-eKOHOMIYHI TIPUYMHU, Ce-
pel SAKUX BiJICyTHIN mositnanuii (akrop, aje, BBaykaio, MO YKpaiH-
CbKa IpoMajia Ioyasa BijirpaBaru i MOJITUYHY POJib, TOMY WIO iTa-
JII TIOBaXKAIOTh YKpPAiHIliB. EMirpariis 1ie, HarieBHO, He Te CJIOBO,
€ MpucyTHicTb ykpaiuiiB B [tasnii micas posmany Pagsgucbkoro Coiosy.
Uepes 20 pokiB MeHi crpaBii JIErKO CTBEP/KYBaTH, 110 Ballla TPOMa-
Jla cepe/l THX, XTO iHTerpyBaB HalKpallMM YMHOM $K i3 COIliaJIbHOTO,
TakK i 3 KyJbTypHOro norsiay. MoskHa cKasaTu, YKpaiHIli 3apeKOMeH-
nyBaau cebe SK TPEJICTAaBHUKKU OHOTO i3 HAWOiJIbIT MPOAYKTHBHUX,
MUPOJIIOGUBUX Ta TPYAOTIOOMBIX HApO/iB. Itasiiiii maysKe 3a70BoJieHi
MIPUCYTHICTIO YKpPaiHIliB. 3BUYaiiHO, Bce Po3ioyasoch 20 pokiB Tomy,
KOJTM 3 YKpainm eMirpyBajin 3/1e6iJIbIIoro sKiHKu Ha ce30HHI po6oTH,
CbOTOJIHI 3K ITasig crae npecT>KHUM HAIPIMOM JIJIsI TUX TIPE/ICTaBHU-
KiB YKpaiHCBKOTO CYCHiJIbCTBA, SIKi BOJOAIIOTH 3/1e6iIbImoro mpodeciii-
HOIO Ta KyJBTYPHOIO KBaJiiKaliiero.
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— [ cmasaenns imanitiyie 00 ykpainyié € no3UMuUSHUM?

— [ly»xe NO3UTUBHUM.

— Ilane Ilocon, Imanis € maxum baxanum micuyem 0is 6aza-
MbOX MYPUCMIB T XOUEMbCA GIPUMU, WO YKPATHYL HE € SUKIOUCH-
nam. Ax Bu ouintoeme ounamixy mypucmuunux ma 6i3nec-6i3u-
mie yxpainyie do Imanii?

— Taxk, Mu roBopuam 1po yKpaiHiliB, sKi mpaimooTb B Irasii,
aje Hally KpaiHy BiJ[Bi/lye BeJMKa KiJbKiCTb TypHUCTiB. Typusm —
1e ofHa 3 HalnmpuOyTkoBimux cdep B Iramii, 1e xx gk mpomuco-
BiCTb [JIs1 Hac, iHaycrpis. ToMy MOKHa YABUTH, HACKiJbKH CTpa-
TErivHO BaKJIMBUM € JIJIS1 HAC 3aJy4YeHHS] TYPUCTHMUYHMX MOTOKiB /10
Hamoi kKpainu. 4 6 ckasas, MO 3 €KOHOMIYHOTO TIOTJISLY — Iie Ha-
na nepiiodyepropa Meta. Bech kosnexktus IlocosberBa oksanae ym-
MaJIUX 3YCHJ/Ib JUIS SKicHOI Ta omepaTuBHOI Bujadi Bi3. Mu Bupae-
Mo 6smu3bko 60 THcsY Bi3 Mmopoky, 70% 3 AKUX — TypHCTHYHI. Mu
pPoOMMO BCe MOKJIMBE JIJISI CIIPOIIEHHS THi€l mporeaypu. 3BUYAHO,
€ ayke 6araTo 3aKOHOJABYMX HIOAHCIB, 3aKOH € 3aKOH, IIPOT€ MU
po6uMo Bce, 106 YKPATHCbKOMY TYPHUCTY OyJI0 SIKOMOTA JIeTIe OTpu-
maru Bi3y. Huni MeHi BpaJsiocst po3imupuTu Bi3oBUH Bijiiij, Xoua 1ie
6yJI0 y’Ke BakKKO, SIK BU 3Ha€Te, MPOOJeMHU 3 pecypcaMu 3apa3 B
ycix. bararo rpomajgH Ykpainu BuU3HAJM, 110 32 OCTaHHi Micsli
PO3TJIsi/l IOKYMEHTIB MOMITHO NpuInBUAIIABCs. Mato cka3aTu, 1o i
KiJIbKiCTh TypHCTiB 36ibinuaack npubansno Ha 20%, 10 € 1Mo3u-
TUBHOIO TeH/IeHITi€l0. I ckopucraoch Haromono moingopMyBaru, 1o
paniire Bci, XTo 6askaB noixaTtu Ao Itamii, magu npubytu 10 Kuesa.
3apa3 MU BiJIKpUJIM HOBi IYHKTH Y BEJUKUX MicTax YKpaiHu, Kyau
MOJKHA IlepejiaTu IaKeT JOKYMEHTIB JJId OTPUMaHH:A Bi3HU.

— [yxe npuemno uye uymu. Ax 6idomo, zeHianvHuil YyKpaiu-
cokutl nucvomennux Muxona Tozonv xue desxuil uwac y Pumi, ca-
Me mam 8iH Cmeopue maxi ceoi wedespu, sx poman <Pum» ma
sceceimnvo 6idomi «Mepmei Oywis. A 3uan, wo y Oepesni &
Punmi 36upaiomovcs 6iokpumu caron-mwysei, npucesuenuil I'ozono.
Posxaximv npo uio nodin, 6yov adcka.

— Tax. lsaxyio 3a 1e 3anuTanus. S BBaskalo, M0 KYJIBTYPHA CITiBII-
pang Mix Irastiero Ta Ykpainolo 1ie cripaB/ii OWH i3 IPiOPUTETIB HAIIIOrO
JIBOCTOPOHHBOI'O TIAPTHEPCTBA. S 3aBK /M 3ayBakylo, 1o Irais — mnepria
KpaiHa B CBIiTi y cdepi KyasTypH, 1ie cyTepzep:kaBa B 1IboMy TiaHi. Tomy
S JIy>Ke TIUIIAI0Ch, 10 OJIVH i3 HalBiJIOMIIIX MMCbMEHHUKIB YKpaiHU Ta
it B icropii Jsiiteparypu Mukosa Torosb sxkuB y Pumi. A aymaro, 1o ykpa-
iHILIM Gy/1e TIPUEMHO JIi3HATHCD, 1110 3apa3 itaJiiicbka Bikinezis BusHauae
Torouist sik «uno skrittore e drammaturgo Ukraina de linguorusso» — po-
CIFICbKOMOBHUH YKPaTHCbKUI TTUCbMEHHUK i JipamMarypr. AKIo 103BosuTe,
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s 6 1ofaB, 10 BiH IIe i TPINIKK iTastienp. Y MeHe TyT 1urara i3 loross,
aKio Bu He 3anepeuyere, Te 110 BiH nucaB mpo Iramito: «Ax6u Bu 3Ha-
Jn, — nwie [orosb, — 3 SKOI0 PAiCTIo s IOKUHYB O ... i TosieTiB On
B MOIO [IyIIIeHbKY, MOI0 KpacyHIo [rasiio, BoHa Mos. HixTo B cBiTi ii He
BisHiMe y Mene. S mapomuses TyT. Och Most gymMKa: xTo OyB B Itauii,
TOI CKaske <IIpOIaBaii» iHINM 3eMJIsIM, XTo OyB Ha Hebi, TOil He 3axo4e
Ha 3eMJII0, cJIOBOM, €Bporia B TOpiBHAHHI 3 Itasieto, Bce oHO, 110 JIEHD
TIOXMYPHHl i /leHb COHSYHMI, Bcd €Bpoma I TOro, mo0 [TUBHUTHCH, a
Iraniss — muist toro, mo6 skutns. Ock Take rmcas [orostb. Bi, 3BicHo, ommuH
i3 HaBU3HAYHININX TMMCbMEHHUKIB, SKi HAPOAWINUCH B YKpaiHi, ase, Ma-
6yTh, IITe He BCi iTaTiiiIli 3HAIOTh, M0 YKpaiHa 1ie 3eMJis, /ie HapOIMBCS He
tisibku Torosb. A 3Hato, M0 B YKpaiHi HApO[MBCS BiJIOMUIA TTUCHbMEHHUK
Ilxosed Konpag, i 3BicHo x, Tapac IlleBuerKko, SKIIO M TOBOPIMO TTPO
MUHYJIe CTOJITTS. ITamiiii MaloTh 3HaTH, 10 B YKpaiHi HApOJIMBCS BiJIO-
muil nucbMenHuk Enyapa JliMoHos, sikuit B Itastii 3apas jayske Bijomui,
a (bpanIiry3pkmii cbMeHHUK Kappep 1’AHKOcC HammcaB [y»ke rapHy 6io-
rpadito JlimonoBa. 11g kaura crasa Gecrcesiepom B Itamii, Tomy s aymaro,
0 y HaIiil KpaiHi nepeBuia/lyTh ioro TBopH, a JIiMOHOB HapomMBC, 10
peui, B Xapkosi. Bu6aute, 1110 51 Tak JJOBro Be/ly MOBY PO MICbMEHHUKIB.
Lle Odyixe npuemmno, w0 max nosaxaecme i 3naeme YKpain-
cokux nucomennuxis. Ilane Ilocon, ax Bu 3asnauuiu, énecox Imaiii
8 PO36UMOK KYJbMYPU CBIMY BAKKO NEePeoutHumu, d sSKUM UYUHOM
Ioconvcmeo 36upacmocs Y HAUOUNKYUOMY Mau6yme0My nodiumu-
ca 3 yfcpmHuﬂMu oCManHimu 3000ymramu iMAiucyKol Ky iomypu?
Aximo roBoputH Mpo KyJbTYpPY, HE TiJIbKU JiTeparypy, Maio
3a3HAYUTH, MO HAIlla CIiBIPAIld OCTAHHIM 4acOM 3HAYHO AKTHUBIi3y-
BaJsiach. Ile Tomy, 110 MeHi BJaJoCd NPU3HAYUTH HOBOIO JIMPEKTO-
pa IncTuTyTy Ky/nbTypH, BiH BiKe IpamioBaB B YKpaiHi, mpodecop
®panko bansoni. Voro Tyt 3Ha10Th i HOBaXkaloTh, BiH BEJMKHIT Op-
ra”izaTop, TOMYy HeIOJIaBHO MU opraHizyBasu B OnepHoMy Tearpi
raja-KoHIepT comictiB Akaaemii Tearpy Jla Ckauna, 1ie 6yJ10 Hampu-
KiHIi JioToro. MoKy MNOMMJIATUCD, aJe, rajaio, 1o lie BIeplle B
Ykpaini. B konnepri 6paia yyactb cynep3ipka itasiiicbkoi omnepu i,
MOJKHa CKasartu, cBiToBoi onepu cornpano Jlyuyana Ceppa, BoHa nysxe
BijioMa sIK criiBauka GesibkanTo. Ile Te, 1110 MU BxKe 3poOuan. Y KBiT-
Hi 2013 poxky mu npoBenu koHieprt «lana Bepzai» B HationasibHiii
(imapmonii, e meBHuit crapt cBATKyBaHHAa B YKpaini 200-piu-
us BiJl JHI HAPOJKEHHs BeJukoro kommnosutopa [Ixysenne Bepi,
IIPOJIOB’KEHHS — TpaBeHb, BUKOHAaHHS pekBiemy Bepai, axuii npu-
cBgueHo Takoxk 100-piuuio HarionamabHoi MyswyHOi akajeMmii ime-
Hi Ilerpa YaiikoBcbkoro. 3akiHYMJIM CBATKYBaHHA Bepai-toBijero
B JKOBTHi rpanjiosHuM decruBaseMm <«ABe Bepji» Takox Ha ciieHi
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HarionanpHoi onepu imeni [lleBuenka. Mu Hamaraemoch GyTH SIKO-
MOra akTHBHIIIMMU He TiJIbKM B cToJulli Ykpainu. B mpomy pomi
3aIlJIAHOBAHO KOHIEPTH KJacu4HOi itamiiicbkoi mysuku B Opeci, y
JIbBoBi, B UepHiBugax, [loHenbKky Ta iHIIMX MicTax.

— A 3naw, wo Ilocorvemeo akmueizye pobomy 3i 3natiomcmea
YKPAiHCHLKO020 21510aua 3 iMAATUCOKUM KIHEMAOoZpaghom.

— Tak, Mmu Gepemo y4acTb B ycixX (ecTuBassx, Ha SKUX MPeJ-
CTaBJSIEMO SK HAIIUX KJACWKiB, Tak i HOBi (pisbMu, Xo4a s 3HAIO,
0 YKpaiHIli 3 JUTHHCTBA JIOOJATH HAlly KJACUKY. MU TOBOPHJIN
po JiTeparypy, My3uKy, KiHo, a € 1ie kuBonuc. [tamiga kpaina Be-
JINKUX XYJIOXKHUKIB i Mu XoueMo mposecTu y Kuesi XynoskHio Bu-
CTaBKy i3 Kouiekiii dyropenTiiicbkoi rasepei Yddinm, ska Brepiie
MPE/ICTaBUTh Bamliil myOJIilli IIeeBpy Pi3HUX MANCTPIB SKUBOIHCY.
Takoxx € BUAaBHMYiI TTPOEKTH pa3oM 3 MiHicTepcTBOM KyJIbTYPH, 3
BallMMU KOMIIETEHTHUMM 3aKJaJjlaMu, sKi 3aliMaloTbcs JiTepary-
poro. 3apa3s mpaiioo HaJl BUAAHHSM KHUTH MIPO JAiAJAbHICTD iTaJriii-
uiB B YkpaiHi, npexkpacHi IIpUTroAM iTaJilCbKUX apTUCTIB, XYIOK-
HUKiB, MMCbMEHHUKIB y Baiiii kpaini. He Tinbku ykpainili skuau B
Itanii, ase it itamiiini >xuam B YKpaiHi.

— Ile 6yde dy:xe yixaso. Cnodigarocs, wo ykpainyi 6ideida-
romy yci Kyavmypui 3axodu, iniyitiosani Ilocorvcmeom Imanii.
Hane Ilocon, Bu 6 Yxpaini yxe Ginvwe poxy. ki epaxenns cxia-
AUCH 3a yel uac npo Yxpainy?

— Mo npuisgny B Ykpainy y MiHicTepcTBi 3aKOpJIOHHUX CIIPaB
Itanii s o6iliMaB [OBOJII Ba)KJAWBY TOCAMy i MeHi [Jaju MOKJIU-
BicTb o6paru, KyAu ToiXaTh 3aKOpAoH y craryci Haassuwaiinoro i
[ToBHoBaxxkHOTO Ilocsa mMoei nmep:xaBu. | g BuOpaB YkpaiHy, BUGpaB
KuiB, 60 myMaB i gymalo, 1o [ AUIJIOMaTa TyT € Bei Haiiiikasinti
MOMEHTH [yig Hammoi mpodecii: BimHocMHEM 3 €BpPOCOI30M, BigHOCH-
nu 3 Pocieto, eneprernyni nuranug. OkpiM Toro, 1ie KpaiHa, jie Tyxe
mo6aTh [Tasio Ta itanificbky KysabTypy, IO TaKOK BIIMHYJIO Ha Miii
BUGIp. AJste 3 mpodeciitHOro MOy, [yMaio, 10 1ie OjiHa i3 HalIliKa-
BilllUX KpaiH /s iTaJifiCbKOro JUTLIOMATa.

— Ilamne Ilocon, Oskyio 3a nawy po3mosy i b6axaw Bam ycvo-
20 HalKkpaw,oeo ma ycnixie y Bawiil eucoxonoeaxmnii 0isivHOCMI.

— [sakyro.

Posmosy eesra Anna Kocmiouenko,
sedyua npozpamu <«Ykpaina ouniomamuinas
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Fabrizio ROMANO,

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Italy to Ukraine

— «One, who does not appreciate life, does not deserve its, —
was once said by the great artist and philosopher Leonardo da
Vinci. However, these words do not apply to his countrymen.
Taste for life, that’s what characterizes the Italians. It manifests
in everything — in the greatness and beauty of the cities, enjoy-
ment of food and wine, love for freedom and, of course, devotion
to different kinds of art. Indeed, it is difficult to overestimate
contribution made by the Italians to development of cinema,
painting, sculpture and music.

We are pleased to talk to the Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Italy to Ukraine Mr. Fabrizio Romano. We are
glad to see you, Mr. Ambassador.

— Nice to see you too.

— Mr. Ambassador, experts estimate the turnover between our
countries in 2012 at about $6 billion. Which are the main products
of exports and imports between the two countries?

— That’s right. Italy imports from Ukraine mainly steel prod-
ucts. We may say that 33—34% of imports fall on semi-finished iron
and steel, agricultural products, smaller portion falls on natural
stones and leather. Furniture is the basis of our exports to Ukraine.
Recently as you know, we opened two exhibitions (one of them is
«Interior Furniture»). Also, a significant share of export includes in-
dustrial equipment, clothes, shoes, white goods, bathroom fixtures,
and to a lesser extent chemicals, pharmaceuticals and plastics.

— In February 2012 our countries signed an agreement on de-
velopment of relations in the field of navigation. How does it af-
fect the scope and development of trade between our countries?

— Agreement on navigation and commercial maritime shipping
between Italy and Ukraine is an important tool for the develop-
ment of trade relations between our countries. This document re-
places the agreement signed in the Soviet times between Italy and
the Soviet Union and governs our relationship with Ukraine in this
respect according to modern challenges. Such links are important
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for the development of maritime navigation and thanks to its ports
on the Black Sea Ukraine is a very important partner for us.

— Mr. Ambassador, the banking sector is one of the most im-
portant sectors of the Italian economy. What about Italian bank-
ers in Ukraine?

— As you know, the main banks of Italy with large investments
are operating in Ukraine, namely the Italian Unicredit Bank, rep-
resented by Ukrsotsbank and Intezasampaulo Bank represented by
Praveks Bank. I think it would not be fair to say that all is well
and these banks have no problems in Ukraine, but in spite of the
difficulties that are always present, the Italian representatives of
both banks believe that Ukraine has the potential and with cau-
tious and proactive business approach one can find opportunities for
growth. So they are going to stay in the country and work with
the Ukrainian partners.

— Mr. Ambassador, officially Italy is home to more than
200,000 Ukrainians. What is the contribution of Ukrainians to
development of the Italian economy and what is the attitude of
Italians to our countrymen in Italy?

— It is true. In Italy, as you know, there is a very large
Ukrainian community (officially around 200,000 Ukrainians, but I
think that this number is actually higher). The Ukrainian commu-
nity plays an important role in the Italian economy. It goes about
immigration that mainly has socio-economic reasons, not political,
but I believe that the Ukrainian community began to play a po-
litical role, as the Italians respected the Ukrainians. Emigration
is probably not the right word to call the Ukrainian presence in
Italy after the fall of the Soviet Union. After 20 years, I may re-
ally say that the Ukrainian community consists of people, who are
best integrated into the country from a social and cultural point
of view. We can say that the Ukrainians distinguished themselves
as representatives of one of the most productive, piece-loving and
hardworking nations. Italians are very pleased with the presence
of Ukrainians. This all started 20 years ago, when mostly women
emigrated to Italy for seasonal work. Today Italy is a prestigious
destination for those members of the Ukrainian society, which have
largely professional and cultural skills.

— Do Italians treat Ukrainians positively?

— Very positively.
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— Mr. Ambassador, Italy is such a desirable destination for
many tourists and I want to believe that Ukrainians are no excep-
tion. How do you assess the dynamics of tourist and business vis-
its of the Ukrainians to Italy?

— Yes, we talked about the Ukrainians working in Italy, but
our country is visited by a large number of tourists. Tourism is one
of the most profitable economic spheres in Italy. It has an industrial
scale. So you can imagine how strategically important it is for us
to attract tourist flows to the country. I would say that from the
economic point of view this is our primary goal. The entire staff
of the Embassy is making great efforts for quality and timely issu-
ance of visas. We issue about 60,000 visas annually, 70% of which
are travel visas. We do our best to simplify this procedure. Surely,
there are many legal nuances and the law is the law, but we do our
best for the Ukrainian tourists to get a visa as easier as possible.
As of now I managed to extend the visa office, though it was very
difficult — resource problems are everywhere, as you know. Many
citizens of Ukraine acknowledged that in recent months the visa
documents are processed much faster. I must say that the number of
tourists increased by 20%, which is a good thing. T will use this op-
portunity to inform all, who want to travel to Italy — people from
other Ukrainian cities have to come to Kyiv in order to get visas.
Now we have opened new offices in the major cities of Ukraine, to
where you can send documents to obtain a visa.

— It is nice to hear that. As you know, a brilliant Ukrainian
writer Mykola Gogol lived for some time in Rome. It was there
that he created his masterpieces, such as the novel «Romes and the
world famous novel «Dead Soulss. I know that in March in Rome
Italians are going to open a salon-museum dedicated to Gogol. Tell
us about this event, please.

— Yes. Thank you for your question. I believe that cultural
cooperation between Italy and Ukraine is truly one of the priori-
ties of our bilateral partnership. I always say that Italy is the first
country in the world in the sphere of culture, it is a super power in
this regard. So I'm very proud that one of most famous Ukrainian
and world writers Mykola Gogol lived in Rome. I think that the
Ukrainians will be pleased to know that now the Italian Wikipedia
defines as Gogol «uno skrittore e drammaturgo Ukraina de linguor-
usso» — <«the Ukrainian Russian-language writer and playwrights».
If I may, I would add that he was also a little Italian. If you do
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not mind, I will quote from Gogol, what he wrote about Italy,
«If you knew with what joy I have left ... and gone to my darling,
my beautiful Italy, it is mine. No one in the world will take it away
from me. I was born here. Here’s my thought: who happened to be in
Italy, he would say «goodbye» to other lands, who was in heaven, he
would not want to be bask to the earth. Briefly speaking, Europe as
compared to Italy, is like clouded sky as compared to the sunny day.
The whole of Europe for traveling and only Italy is for living». This
is what Gogol wrote about Italy. He is certainly one of the greatest
writers, who were born in Ukraine, but apparently not all Italians
know that Ukraine is the land, where not only Gogol was born. I
know that the famous writer Joseph Conrad was born in Ukraine,
and of course, Taras Shevchenko, if we talk about the past centu-
ry. Italians should know that famous writer Eduard Limonov was
born in Ukraine. He is very famous in Italy now. The French writer
Carrer d’Ankoss wrote a very good biography of Limonov. This book
became a bestseller in Italy, so I think that Limonov’s works will
be republished in Italy. By the way, Limonov was born in Kharkiv.
Sorry I've been talking so much about the writers.

— It is very nice that you know and respect the Ukrainian
writers. Mr. Ambassador, as you indicated, contribution of Italy to
the development of the world culture is hard to overestimate. How
the Embassy is going in the near future to share with Ukrainians
the latest achievements of the Italian culture?

— If we talk about culture, not only about literature, I note
that our cooperation in the cultural sphere has intensified in re-
cent years. This is because I was able to appoint a new director of
the Institute of Culture Professor Franco Balloni, who worked in
Ukraine. He is known and respected here, he is a great organizer,
so recently we organized at the Opera House the gala concert of
the soloists of the La Scala Theater Academy. It was in the end of
February. I could be wrong, but I think this is for the first time in
Ukraine. Superstar of the Italian and world opera soprano Luciana
Serra participated in the concert. She is very well known as bel
canto singer. This is what we have done. In April 2013 we held a
concert «Verdi Gala» at the National Philharmonic Hall. It was
the beginning of celebration of the 200" anniversary of the great
composer Giuseppe Verdi in Ukraine. The celebration continued in
May by performance of Verdi’s Requiem dedicated to the 100t an-
niversary of the Peter Tchaikovsky National Music Academy. We
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plan to finish the Verdi anniversary celebration in October by a
grand festival «Ave Verdi», that will be held at the Shevchenko
National Opera House. We try to be active not only in the capital
of Ukraine. This year the concerts of classical music are scheduled
in Odesa, Lviv, Chernivtsi, Donetsk and other cities.

— I know that the Embassy is working to familiarize the
Ukrainian audience with Italian cinema.

— Yes, we participate in all film festivals representing both our
classics and new films, although I know that Ukrainians love our
classical movies from childhood. We talked about literature, mu-
sic and cinema, but there is also painting. Italy is the country of
great artists and we are planning to organized in Kyiv an art exhi-
bition from the collection of the Uffizi Gallery of Florence display-
ing for your audience the masterpieces of various painters for the
first time. There are also publishing projects with the Ministry of
Culture and with your other competent institutions involved in pub-
lication activities. Currently we are working on publishing a book
on the activities of Italians in Ukraine, about wonderful adven-
tures of Italian artists, painters, writers in your country. Not only
Ukrainians lived in Italy, but also the Italians lived in Ukraine.

— It will be very interesting. I hope that Ukrainians will visit
all cultural activities initiated by your Embassy. Mr. Ambassador,
you are in Ukraine for over a year. What impressions do you have
about Ukraine after this period of your stay in our country?

— Before coming to Ukraine I held a rather important posi-
tion in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Italy, and I was given
the opportunity to choose, where to go abroad as an Ambassador.
I chose Ukraine, Kyiv, because I thought and think that this place
is the most interesting for our profession: relations with the EU,
relations with Russia, energy issues. In addition, this is a country,
where people love Italy and Italian culture and this also decided
my choice. From a professional point of view, I think this is one of
the most interesting countries for the Italian diplomat.

— Mr. Ambassador, thank you for this interview and I wish
you all the best and success in your highly respected activity.

— Thank you.

Interviewed by Anna Kostyuchenko,
link lady of the «Diplomatic Ukraines program
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