IBan IIOYVYX,

HadasuyaliHull i lMogHogaxHuli [Mocon
Pecnybniku Yexis & Ykpaii

—  funaomamuunum 610HO-
cunam Yxpainu ma Pecnybriku
Yexis yxe OGinvwe 20 poxie.
Posxa:ximv npo ocnoeni emanu ix
PO3CUMKY.

— Uecbka Pecrry6mika sK He-
3aj7eKHa JepskaBa Iodasla CBOE ic-
HyBanHd 20 pOkiB TOMy Yy ciu-
Hi 1993-ro B pesymbrari posnaay
UYexocnoBauunnu. I 3 1iporo norssuy
3/1a€ThCA, 10 B3aEMUHM HAIIUX Kpa-
iH posnouauch He Tak JaBHO. AJie
JI03BOJIbTE HArOJIOCUTH Ofpasy Ha
[I0YATKy Hallol PO3MOBH, IO iCTOPid
Ta /10J1 B3aEMUH MiXK HalIUMU Kpa-
= imaMu Ta HapoaMH HEOIHOPa30BO

- TIepeTHHAJIach y IPOIECi 3araibHOrO
icropmaHOro noctyiy JwojcTBa. CaMe TOMY XOuy ITi/IKPeCJaUTH, IO Bi/l-
HOCHHU MiX HAIIUMKM KpaiHaMU HACIIPaB/li MAIOTh 3HAYHO IVIHOII KOpe-
Hi, a He jmine octadHi 20 pokis. | 3 1bOro MPUBO/Y JI03BOJIbTE HABECTU
KiJibKa TpUKIaiB i3 icropii. He Gyzie nepeGiblieHHsAM SKINO S CKaXy,
1o Bu3BoJieHHsT BosmHcebKoi Ty6epHii mig vac [leprmoi cBiToBoi BiftHM
MO’KHA BBa’KaTW OCHOBOIO CTaHOBJIEHHSI HesaJieskHOi YUexocsoBaudymMHU.
Ile He my>xe Bimomuil icropuunmii (axt, aje Tofi Ha BosmHi mpoxuBa-
Jo Maibke 50 THCSY 4exiB, sKki i copmyBasm UexocoBambKuil Jeri-
oH. I came ixHi 3ycuIg cranm BaXkKJIMBUM BHECKOM y CTAHOBJICHHS He-
3asieskHol Pecrry6utiku yexiB Ta c/I0BakiB Ha pyiHax ABCTPO-YTOPCHKOT
immepii. Takox Garato ykpaiHiliB epeGyBasio y BUTHAHHI Ha TepUTOPIT
UYexii y 20-x pokax XX croairra. e moau, ki samummun kpainy y
niepion 3 1919 1o 1921 poky. Tox 3razani ¢gakTé cBig9arTh, MO BiTHO-
CHHU Ta 3B’I3KM MiXK HAllUMKM KpaiHaMU MaloTb JIaBHIO i HacWYeHy ic-
Topito. TakoK Xo4y 3a3HauWTH, 10 Hapasi BifiHOCMHM YKpaiHa—Yexis
€ HeBiJ'eMHUMU Biji BilHOCcMH Hammoi kpainm i3 €Bpocoio3oM. Yecbka
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Pecriy6ika migrpuMye YKpainy Ha MIISXY €BpOiHTerparlii, mpocyBaH-
H4 BigHOCHH i3 €C Ha HOBWII piBeHb. Mu criofiBaeMoch, 1Mo YKpaina
MartuMe yCIiX Ha mboMy HLaxy. OpHak iCHYIOTb i IeBHiI yMmoBH, fAKi
MiHicTp 3akopAoHHUX cripaB €C BCTaHOBUB [id YKpaiHW y Tpy/Hi
2012 poky Ta siki Gysio ziemmo yrouneHo manom iosie 1/ yac WOro Bi-
3uTy B YKpainy. 3Buuaiino, Ykpaina Mae BUKOHATHU 11i YMOBU i y I[bOMY
pasi Mu 6yzieMo Ha NUISXY JI0 YCHIITHOT 3aXi/IHOEBPOIEHCHKOT CriBIpaiti
Ta MiANCAHHS 3a3HAUYEHOTO JIOKYMEHTa.

— UYecvka Pecnybnika cmana unenon €C y 2004 poui, mox
6u maeme eeauxuil 0oceid Ax kpaina-uien €epocorsy. Axki ema-
nu 3006ymmst 4020 doceidy mozau 6 6ymu KopucHumu Ykpaini?

— XoriB OM 3BEepHYTH yBary Ha Te, IO HamoMmy 4jeHcTBy B €C
nepelyBaB JIOBTUI Ta CKJAAAHUN TIgX Tpancdopmarii kpainm, i
pedopmarii. Ajzke BiacHe TpueaHaHHS 10 €BpOCOO3y — Iie KOM-
6iHailig meBHUX mpoieciB. Bu He Mo)keTe MPOCTO TaK MPHETHATHCH
no Corosy eBporneiicbkux Jep:xas. Came ToMy £ X04y BiJ[3HAUUTH,
1o Ykpaina HuHi 11e jajeka Bijg usiencrBa B €C, ogHak BoHa 6Jn3b-
Ka [I0 1poliecy nianucanus yrojau npo acomiatito 3 €C. Tox sxio
6paTu Hall BUIAJOK, Mi/IIMCAHHS YTOJAM MPO acoIliallilo MOXKe CTaTh
iHCTPYMEHTOM MojiepHi3aillii Ta Tpancgopmaiii Ykpainu. I e moxe
CTaTH y TepCIeKTHBi 6a3ucoM /IS BTiJIeHHS IParHeHb /10 YJIeHCTBA
y €C, T06T0 4seHcTBO Oyzie cchOpMOBAHO HA OCHOBi 3MiH, 3pO6JIEHIX
/i 4ac Mmporecy 3aJ0BOJICHHA BUMOr Juts aconianii 3 €C.

— Axwo mu eidcmynumo 610 memu Yxpaina—€C ma nosepie-
Moch do eionocun Ykpaina—Uexis, ax 6u Bu oyinuau nosimuunuil
0ianoz MixX HAWUMU KpAiHAMU, SKI NAAHU G13UMi6 HA GUCOKOMY
Pi6HI Y HaUOIUXKYITL nepcnekmuei?

— 4 mato ckasarm, 10 HaIli BiTHOCMHU HE JIOCUTH aKTUBHO PO3-
BUBAJIMCh IIPOTATOM OCTaHHIX KiJbKOX POKiB. Mu 6 xotiau, 1mo6
HaNI MOJITUYHWH [iasor 6YB GiJbIl iIHTEHCUBHUM Ta aKTHUBHUM i MU
Ma€eMO IIeBHI IJIaHU 1[O/0 11boro. OfHaK OCKiJIbKM MM He /10 KiHIl
Y3TO/IMJIN 11i KPOKHU 3 YKPAiHCHKOI0 CTOPOHOIO, 3 MOTo OOKY Oyzie 6e3-
BiINIOBiTa;TbHO TOBOPHUTH TIPO Te, AKi odimiiini BisuT! BiAOYIyTHCS
y LbOMY POILi. AJie MU IPALIOEMO HA[ UM IHTAHHSIM.

— Pada ue uwymu. Illodo cnienpayi Hawux xpain s 3Ha0, wWo
npedcmasnuru uecvkozo Oisnecy y 2012 poui maau 3ycmpiu 13 20-
206010 Padu minicmpie Kpumy nanom Mozuivogum i3 memor 06-
2080penHs CRIALHUX THeecmuylunux npoexmie. Tox saxi cihepu na-
camneped uiKkagasimv 4ecoKux NiOnpuemMyie?

— Tax, g paauii, mo Bu 3ragaau mpo criBmpaifio 3 ABTOHOMHOIO
Pecriy6mikoto Kpum. 4 BBaskaio, Mu 3akjaJjn HAAiHHY OCHOBY [
pPO3BUTKY eKoHOMiuyHOi chiBmpaiii. Ockisbkn Yexisi 3HaYHO MeH-
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ma 3a po3Mipamu, Hixk YKpaiHa, yacoM HaM 3py4Hillle pPO3BUBATH
6i3HeC-Bi/THOCHYU Ta PO3POOJISATH CIiJIbHI TTPOEKTH Ha PiBHI 06Jac-
ti. ¥ 2011-my Mum mpoBoauan 4ecbKo-yKpaiHcbkuil 6iznec-opym,
y SKOMY B3sJla y4acTb BeJIMKa JleJsierallisg 3a ydacTio 3acTyIHHKA
MinicTpa 3akopponnux cripaB Yecbkoi Pecny6miku Tomama /[ly6a.
PesynbraTtom mpoBesieHOTO (hOpyMy CTaso MiAMMCAHHS YTOAU MixK
Kapnosumu Bapamu ta Kpumom, TepMin /i SKOT 10JIOB3KEHO y TpaB-
Hi 2013 poky. Ha ocHoBi 11i€i Yroau neBHi HanpsiMmu criBipaili, 30-
KkpeMa B cepi ekoHoMmiku, 6yne posmupeno. llormuburbes, Hanpu-
KJIaJl, B3aEMO/lid y TaKUX TaJy3aX: BIJJHOBJIOBAJIbHI JKepesa eHep-
rii, BOMHE TOCHOAAPCTBO, CiJIbChKE TOCHOAAPCTBO Ta arpobisHec,
inpacTpyKTypHi Ta eKkosoriuni mpoektu. Mu yske MaeMO TeBHi pe-
gysabratu. Hampukiaan, komnanis «borgans criBnpaifioe 3 ojHi€
YeCbKOI0 KOMITaHi€lo I0/I0 MOCTavyaHHs TPOJeii6yciB Ha KPUMCHKHI
PUHOK, OCOOJIMBO IIO/I0 CIIOJYYeHHS TaKUX BiJJIaJIeHUX MapIIpyTiB
ak Cimbeponoap—Aira.

— Crkaximv, 0yov aacka, womy came Kpum sdaemvcs naii-
OivuL nepcnekmueHuM Oust pezionaivHoi cnienpayi?

— 41 6 He ckasaB, 1O 1ell perioH GiJbII TEePCIEKTUBHUI, HixK
innri, ane neit dopym 36ircs y vaci 3 mouaTkoM Moei KajieHilii B
Yxpaini i s 3po3ymiB, 10 crHiBIpans 3 MiCIIeBOIO aJMiHicTpalli-
€10 Oyzie Jy’ke KOPUCHOIO [IJIS PO3BUTKY KOHIEMNIlil MiXKperioHaib-
HOi B3aeMozii. Y Toil ke 4ac g 6paB y4acTb y Oi3Hec-3ycTpivyax i B
inmux o6Jsactsax, Hanpukaan, y IloaraBebkiit y 6epesni 2012-ro, y
JIbBiBCBKiii, HAIIpUKJIA/, TOTO K POKY, a Y IIbOMY POLi, y BEJUKUX
gycrpivax mignpuemiti y lninponerposcebky, Oneci, Mukosnaesi ta
XepcoHi.

— Bawa eucoxonosaxnocme, MiK HAWUMU KPATHAMU MAKOK
ide axmuena poboma y cepi Hayku ma mexHo02ii, POIKAKiMo
dokadniue npo uetl Hanpam cnienpau.

— Tax, cpaBai, Mu MaeMO (hOpPMATbHY YTOMY TIPO CITiBIPAIo Y
cepi ocBitu, Hayku i TexHosorii. Takoxx mija yac Bi3uTy npem’ep-
mirictpa Mukosan Azaposa o Ilparm y rpyani 2011-ro Gymo mia-
[IMCAaHO MEMOpaH/yM IPO CIiBIpallo, SKWIl JONOBHIOE I[I0 YTIOAY.
Opnak no 2012 poky criBnpais y cdepi Hayku Ta TexXHOJIOTiil He
6yJla JIOCTaTHbO AaKTHUBHOIO. YTiM Ha OCHOBi IIMX JIOKYMEHTiB Mn
3uificHioBaJsn npodeciiini o6OMiHM CTyIeHTiB Ta creriamictiB. OpHak
o/10 B3aeMozii y 1ift cepi MU BUABUIN TIEeBHi, HEIPUITYCTUMI, SK
Ha MeHe, MOPYIIEHHS 3 YKPATHCbKOro OOKY, sIKi IPU3BEJIN HaBiTH 710
TOTO, MO MiHicTp ocBiTH YUexii MaB HamMcaTH JUCTA i3 BKa3iBKOIO Ha
Jesdki 3000B’s13aHHS, SIKUX He JIOTPUMYETBHCS YKPAlHCbKA CTOPOHA.
I me myske mpukpo, ajpKe He Tak 6araTo KpaiH, i3 SKUMH MU IPO-
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BOAMMO TOAi6HI OOMiHM CTy/eHTaMW Ta BUKJAJAa4aMu, a TMi/IucaHa
yTO/la CTBOPIOE 3HAYHO GiJIbII MOKJMBOCTI /I HABYAHHS YKpaiH-
niB y Yecokiit Pecriy6aini a6o yuiBepcutetax Kpain Burerpacbkoi
rpynu. [lis 1boro BjacHe MOTPiGHO JIHIE 3apeecTPyBaTUCh HA Cali-
ti MixkxnapogHoro Bumerpajacbkoro ¢oHAy Ta 3HAUTH TaM MOX-
JIMBOCTi JIJII HABUYAHHA B OJIHIN i3 KpaiH B yHiBepcuTeTax JiepsKaB
Bumerpaacbkoi rpynu. Hackinbku g nam’arato, maiiske 350 ykpain-
1iB y’Keé CKOPUCTAJHUCh LI€I0 MOMKJIUBICTIO.
— 350 3a axuil nepiod?
3naetbes i3 2008 un 2009 poky icuye s nporpama. lle e
O/THa MOKJIUBIiCTb, OKPIiM CTHUTIEH/Ii1 HA OOMiH, TPO KW MU TOBOPH-
JIM, SIKYy YKpaiHCbKa CTOPOHA BUKOPHMCTOBYE HEJOCTATHLOIO Mipolo. A
3apa3 yce OiJblle yKpaiHI[iB XOUyTb HABYATUCh y YECbKUX YHiBep-
cUTeTax, Jie BOHM MOXYTb 3/100yBaTH OCBiTYy Ha KOMepIIiiiHill OCHO-
Bi. Xouy 3a3HauuTH, 110 115 CUTYallisl 3a3HaJja HEraTMBHOIO BIJIUBY
yepe3 MOMEHTU HeJleraJibHOI Mirpaitiii, ajikKe He BCi CTYJAEHTH 3alli-
KaBJieHI B HaBYaHHi K TakoMmy, a GiJiblie y ToMy, 106 MOTPAlUTH
no Yexii ta BiamryBaruch tTaMm Ha po6oTy. Tox 3apas 1ie € neBHO0
po6JieMHOI0 ceporo.
— Yu icnyromv yuieepcumemu, AKi € AKMUSHIWUMU U000
cnienpayi y chepi nayku ma mexuonozii?
— 3naete, npobsemMa y TOMy, II0 MU He MA€MO /[PYTrOi CTOPOHH,
3 SIKOIO Be/IeMO TIepeMOBUHU a00 MPOBOANMO IEBHY [isJIbHICTD. Yci
nporecn oOMiHYy NPOXOASATH Yepe3 JepKaBHY areHIlifo, siky CTBOPH-
JIN 1S IPOCYBaHHA criBnpani y cdepi Hayku. OpHak 3apas Mu IIy-
KA€eMO iHII MOKJWBOCTI Ta 3allikaBjeHi CTOPOHHU, SKi GyayTb B3a-
€MO/IISITU 13 JIEP;KABHOIO areHilieo 3 Hamoro 6oky. Bu, maGyTb, 3Ha-
€Te, 110 HAHOTEXHOJIOTi{ € ayske po3BuHeHuMH y Yexii, y miit cdepi
MU BBaKAEMOCH OJIHI€IO0 3 IPOBIJHUX KpaiH CBiTYy.
— A ak depixasea niompumye po3sumox HAHOMEXHON02il?
[TinTpuMka icHye, ajie g He 3HAIO I[BOIO MeXaHi3My, f He Ha-
CTiJIbKU 3aJiydyeHuit y 1i mporecu. OpHak s MOKY CKas3aru, 110 1Ipu
Minicrepctsi 3akopioHHuX crpaB Yexii icHye creriajibHa 1ocaja, €
BiZIIiJT i3 OHUM JIUTIIIOMATOM, SIKWU TTOKJIMKAHUN PO3BUBATH CITiBITpa-
o y cepi HAyKH i TeXHOJIOTII.
— Ilane Ilocon, axuyo mu MOPKHYIUCH MmeMU MizpAYLL, 321010
31 cmamucmuxoio maiixke 200 mucsau yfcpamme ohiyitino nposxu-
saromv y Yexii. Axi 6PAKEHH YKPaAinyi cnpasasiiomsv Ha YecbKy
CNIABHOMY MA HACKIAbKU B0HU THmMezpyediucy Yy Bawy kpainy?
[lo Moro mpu6yTTs B YKpaiHy s i He ySIBJISB CKiJIBKU CHJI Ta
eHeprii Moske 3abpaTH IIPOIEC ITJTOTOBKM Bi3, INMUTAaHHS Mirparii.
Axmo Mu po3ziziMMo Mirpaitiio Ta Bi3oBY IOJIITHKY, X04a, 3BHYAIHO,
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1i MUTAHHS TOB’SA3aHi Mi’k co000, TO XOUy cKasaTu, Mo OyB Jy:Ke 3/11-
BOBaHMI1 TOGAYMTH SIK 4acTo BizoBa mosritnka YUexii a6o iHImoi kpainu
TIIEHTEHCHKOT 30HU cTa€ 06’€KTOM MAHITYJIAIIN Ta CHEKYJISAIIii.

— Yu ne mozau 6 ymounumu?

— [lymaro, 1o 1e sIKpa3 Xopollla MOKJUBICTb [IJIsT TOTO, 1106
YTOUHUTHU Ta 3’ICyBaTH [JEsKi MOMEHTHU IIbOrO IHMTAaHHA. 30KpeMma,
XOUy 3a3HAaYMTH, 10 Hallla Bi3oBa IOJITUKA € HEBi//iJIbHOIO BiJ 10~
JUTUKK yCiX KpaiH IIeHreHY, TaK 3BAHOIO IIEHTE€HCBKOIO KOJEKCY.
Ile taka BizoBa bi6uis, nmpaBuiaam Kol Mu yci MaeMo cJigyBartu. Y
1IbOMY BHUIIQJIKy HEMa€ MOKJUBOCTI IIPOSIBUTH THYUYKICTb Ta 3acCTO-
coByBaTH Ti a6o iHII mpaBmJa y KOXHil curtyarii. Aje 3arajom s
3aBXK/M HaMaralocb NiJATPUMYBATU Ta CIIPUATHU JIIOJACHKUM KOHTaK-
tam. S 6 xoTiB, 106 sikoMora OiJibiie YKpainiiB BiaBigaan Yexiio,
OfHAK MU IIPOCJiJKOBYEMO II€BHY KiJIbKiCTh HEraruBy 100 BUJayi
Bi3. Tomy HamaraJmncs craGijisyBaTé HAIIy Bi30OBY TOJITHKY TaKUM
YUHOM, MI00 KOKEH 3HAB, IO MOTPIOHO 3POOUTH /I OTPUMAHHS Bi-
3u g0 Yexii. /lexto kaxe, 1110 Halla Bi3oBa IOJIITHKA JyXKe CyBOpa.
AJie 103BOJIBTE HABECTH MPHUKJIAJ, K MaJo Oysi0 3p06JeHO Bi/IMOB Y
2012 pomi. A maro gani, 3rifHo 3 AKUMH 3araJjibHa KiJbKiCTh BiJMOB
10 BCill YKpaiHi, BpaXoByl04M KOHCYJIbCbKi Bigainmu y JloHenbKy Ta
JIbBOBI, ckjaia ycboro tpoxu Gisbiie 2%. lle osmavae, 1o Jiuiie
/Ba yKpaiHii i3 corenb He oTpumaJsu Bi3y. lle 3arasbni jgani mio-
JI0 KOPOTKOCTPOKOBUX Ta MYJbTHUBI3. I BBaskai 1ieil piBeHb BijMO-
BU cIIpaBAi He3HauHUM. I 103BOJIBTE JONOBHUTH MOIO IIO3UIIIO iH-
mumu ganumu. [logo Typuctnunux Bi3, Buganux y Kuesi: Topik
23 090 ykpainiiB nmojajau cBOI 3asBU /I OTPUMAHHS Bi3W 3 HUX
22 998 ix yce x orpumasu. Tox muine 92 ToanHU He OTpUMAJIU Bi3
i3 meBHUX 00’€KTUBHUX MPUYNH.

— A Axi npuuunu yux 8i0Mos?

— Hailvacriie sonnHa He 3/1aTHA TIOSICHUTY TIPUBIi/L Ta METY CBOTO
BisuTy n0 Yexii abo He3/aTHA HAJATH HAIIIOMY KOHCYJIbCBKOMY BifTiTy
HeoOXi/IHi IOKYMEHTH, HAIIPUKJIA/l, MEJINYHY CTPAaX0oBKy abo inanco-
Bi JJOKYMEHTH, AKi MiATBEP/UKYIOTH i IJIATOCIIPOMOYKHICTb. AJle SKIIO
Bi3bMeTe 710 yBaru, 1o i3 23 090 smmre 92 ocobu He oTpuMaJsiu Bi3w,
HIXTO He CKayKe, IO MU POOKMMO IIOCh TaKe, IO BijBepTae OGasKaHHS
yKpainiiB mogopokyBarn g0 Yexii. I ckaxky Bam, unm 6isbie ykpa-
THIIIB BiJBi/ye MOIO KpaiHy, TUM OiJibllle BOHM Ji3HAIOTHCS TIPO 3Mi-
HU, fAKi BigOymmcb y Uexii, Ta MalOTh HArogy 3po3yMiTH, sika poOoTa
1le rorepey YeKae Ha YKpainy y TOMY HallpsiMi, KA BU3HAYEHO SIK
CTpaTeTiyHMii, a caMe TIpUEHAHHS /10 €BpOCOo03y. ¥ TOMY, IO CTOCY-
€TbCS MYJIBTHUBI3, MU TAKOX IX BHJ/IAEMO Yy 3HAYHiil KiJIbKOCTI.

— Aue 6invwe Oas 6isnec-yietl, uu He MAx?
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— Jlig 6i3Hec-Bi3UTIB TaKOK, aje i JJad TUX JIOJEH, sIKi MaloTh
MO3UTHBHY Bi30BY icTopito, gKi nepebyBaju y KpaiHax IeHreHy 6e3
6yIb-IKUX Tpo6JieM Ta MaloTh HaMipy BifBigatn Yexito Ha mocTiiiHii
OCHOBI, /IJI TaKUX JIIO/leil MU He MAeMO IIPUYMH /IS BiZIMOBU iM Y Bi-
31 npuHaiiMHi Ha pik. AJle MU He BiJbHi y IIbOMY NUTaHHi J0 IEBHOI
MipH, aJiKe y Bi30BOMY KOJIEKCi IMIEHT€HCbKUX KPAiH He 3a3HaueHo Ta-
Ke: Oy/Ib-XTO MOKe OTpUMaTH Bidy. MU He MOJKEMO HeOTPUMYBATUCDH
1IbOrO KOJEKCY, TOMY BiJIIIOBIIHO HE BUXOAUMO 3a MEXKI J103BOJIEHOL
HaM rayukocri. Ilo nie s Xouy ckasaTu yKpaiHIsM, aJpKe 3Halo, KO0
BPA3JIMBOIO € T11 TeMa JIJist HuX. S XoTiB 6u JoMorTuch 6e3Bi30BOro pe-
skuMy. 13 1iboro nutanug €C BacHe NPUCBATUB TJINN TJIAH il 7151
Bi30BOI J1iGepaJiizaitii, kit 6yJ0 TOrO/KEHO MiK €BPOIEHCHKOI0 KO-
Micielo Ta YKpaiHOIO, a JIJIs1 1IbOr0 YKPATHCbKUI yPsI/i Ma€ 3a/10BOJIb-
HUTH BUMOTHU 32 YOTHUPMa ITyHKTaMu, 6e3 4oro HeMOKJUBUM Gyjie TI0-
JlaJTbllie TTPOCYBAHHS 1[bOTO MPoeKTy. S 6 XOTiB Ha3BaTH I MyHKTH:
no-riepiire, Ge3reyHa CUCTEMA OIPAITIOBAHHS Ta MiJITOTOBKU JIOKYMEH-
TiB, a came — OGioMeTpuyHi macnoprtu; GesnedHa Mirpailisi, sSiKa BKJIIO-
Yae yromy Tpo peajmicito, Ky yske GyJo MiMIcaHo; TaKoK YKpaina
Ma€ MiJ1ucaTy BUKOHABUMI IIPOTOKOJI; a Iie 1ie MUTaHHS TPOMa/IChbKO-
rO KojleKcy Ta OGe3neKu, 30BHIIIHI BiJIHOCMHU Ta 3acaJHUYi TIpaBa.
Tosk, AK TiJbKY i TyHKTH Gy/ie BUKOHAHO, MU 3MOKEMO TIEpPEeNTH 10
HACTYITHOTO KPOKY i3 Bi3oBoi JiGepasizarii. 13 6oxy €C Baxkko cka-
3aTH, KOJIM IIe CTAHEThCS, a/Ke M4, TaKk Ol MOBUTH, Ha Ballill CTO-
poHi nosig. IIutanng Mae pPoO3MIAHYTH YKPaiHCBKUN ypsiJl, SIK TiJbKu
BiH Gyjie TOTOBUH 3a/I0BOJIBHUTHU TIOCTABJIEH] Tiepe/] KPaiHOO BHMOTH.

— Axwo ne nomuas0ch, OYau nepemosunu 3 numanus 6e36i30-
6020 pexumy 0Jis 81ACHUKIB CNeUldIbHUX NACNOPMIG?

— Tax, 11e yacTrHa JOMOBHEHOT YTOAM TIPO CIIPOIICHHST Bi30BOTrO
pesxuMy. BracHuku ciysk00BUX T1acHopTiB i3 6ioMeTpUYHUMU [IaHNU-
MU He 6y1yTh 3000B’sI3aHi 3BEPTATHUCD IO Bi3y, ajie TiJbKHU 32 HasB-
HOCTi 6iOMETPUYHUX JIOKYMEHTiB.

— I sce i, nogepmaiouucy 00 yKpainyie, SKi 6xe Kueymo y
Yexii, axum € cmasienus 00 HUX, YU € 6OHU AKMUSHUMU UJeHAMU
UeCcvLK020 CYCNIALCMEA?

— Ha xanp, g xuB 3a mMexxamu Yexii JoBruii yac, TomMy He
Mar BJIACHOTO TPAKTUUYHOTO JIOCBi/ly 3 IIbOTO TIPUBOMY, aJie S MOXKY
3 YIEBHEHICTIO CKa3aTH, 10 yKpaiHCbKa I'poMajla € O/Hi€l0 3 Hali-
6impmux y Yexii ta dopmyeTbes K 3 JleraJbHUX MIrpaHTiB i3 /10-
3BOJIOM Ha poOOTY, TaK i YacoM HeJsieraJbHUX. 3arajoM BOHM CTa-
HOBJIATH MaliKe MmiBMiJbiioHa i 6iJbinicThb i3 HUX npsimye a0 [Iparn,
Jle € Kpalli MOKJIMBOCTi JJIg IpalleBJallTyBaHHA. S nepeiimaroch
3a HeJIeTaJIbHUX MIirpaHTiB, a/i’)ke 4YeCbKUM ypsiioM Oysio po3pob.ie-
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HO TIeBHI IpaBWJIa Ta iHCTPYMEHTH, 106 yKpaiHIli MOryin MpUHTH HA
3aKOHHi# OCHOBi Ta 3HAWTH HOBE JKUTTS Ta MOKJWUBOCTI JJs1 POOO-
TU LIJKOM 3aKOHHUM IuraxoM. lle, Hampukiaz, MexaHism Tak 3Ba-
HUX 3€JEHUX Ta CMHIX KapToK. I TOMy g He MOKY 3pO3yMiTH, YOMY
HeJieraJbHi MirpaHTH HWIyTb [0 BCIJSKUX areHTCTB, AKi O6IISIOTH
6arato, ajie B pe3yJbTarti Ii JIOAW He MOKYTb OTPUMATH HAJEKHUI
po6OYMil KOHTPAKT, a iHO/I X 1036aBJSIOTH TacopTa. ToMy KOKHO-
MY VKpaiHilio, SKuii 36upaerbcs Ha poboty 10 Yexii, s pajKy 3Bep-
HYTHCh HacaMmIlepes 0 KOHCYJIbCTBA Ta 3allUTaTH PO CUHI i 3eJieHi
KapTKu. IX HasiBHICTb Ha/la€ MOXKJUBICTb OTpUMATH o/pasy i Bi3y, i
N103Bis1 Ha po6oTy y KomItekci. Toxx Bu mpo 1ie 3HaeTe i Bu Oyzere
kBaJsiikoBaHi 3a HasexxHOIO pobGoTtoto y Uexii, a Takoxk Bama 1pu-
CyTHiCTH Gynie 3a3maferiib TMOTO/KeHa i3 BiMOBIIHUMU YeCHbKUMU
yCTaHOBaMU, i BU 3MOKeTe 3HaTH po6OTY y Hamriii kpaini 6e3 oco-
OJIUBUX CKJIA/HOIIIB.

— Kynvmypnuit obmin € 006poio mpaduyi€to OpyxHix Kpdaiu.
Axwo s ne nomunsiocn, y 2012 poui y Jlveosi 6iddyaucey /[ni ueco-
Koi Kyavmypu. Poskaimv npo yo nodilo ma npo iHwi npuxiadu
KYAoMYPHOZO 0OMIHY.

— Tak, i3 pazictio. S BBa)kato, Mu MOXKeMO 6araTo 4oro 3arpoIoHy-
BaTH YKPaiHCBKill MyOTilli Ta IPEACTaBUTH Pi3Hi acTieKTH YeChbKOi KyJIb-
typu. CaMme i3 11i€10 MeTol0 MU 3aCHYBAJM B YKpaiHi clielliajJbHy KyJIb-
TYpPHY YCTaHOBY, sKa HasuBaeTbcs Yecbkuil nentp. Bin Bifokpemiienmii
Bij IlocosberBa, aje iioro po6oTa HeBijmiabHA Bij Haimoi. Biache ro-
goBauit oic Yecokoro mentpy y Ilpasi e incrpymentom Minicrepcrsa
3aKOPJOHHUX CIIPaB i3 MPOCYBaHHA HAIIOI KyJabTypu y cBiTi. Tox 1eit
LEHTP € Jy’Ke AisiIbHUM, 6O K i JIIO[MHA, sTKa HOro 04outioe, Jyske Oe-
pyuKa i [uHaMivHa, He3Ba)Kaloun Ha yCi CKJAIHOIIN 3/iHICHIOE aKTUBHY
AigipHictb. Ha skasb, mpeacTaBHUKU LEHTPY He 3aBXKAU MaloTb ITijI-
TPUMKY BiJl YKpaiHCbKOi ctoponu, aje 2013 pik GyJsio Bce 3K OroJIOHIeHO
Pokom uecbkoi Jiteparypu. [lo3BosibTe MeHi po3noicTu TIpo 2—3 Mpo-
eKTH, fIKi MU opranizoByeMo 1boro poky. llo-niepie, e amaranus i3
TiepeKJIaly 9eCbKOI0 MOBOIO [IJISI MOJIONX YKPATHINB /10 3D POKiB, Ta-
KOJK 11e TIepeKJIa/| i Ipe3eHTallis KHUTY HAIloro I1UcbMeHHKKa SpocsaBa
Pynuma, sixka nasuBaeTbesi «Kinenp manky y Yexii», a 1ie € 1mmikaBuit
[IPOEKT i3 IIPOCYBaHHA YECHKOI JIiTeparypu, y AKOMY Ballli [IMCbMEHHUKU
6ynyTb untat TBopu Hammx. Tak, Oxcana 3a6y’KKO Ipe3eHTyBaTHMe
Lnmo T'ypruka, a Tapac IIpoxacbko untarnme Ana bBanabana. I e o-
He. Mun HaMaraeMocsl Ipe3eHTyBaTH 4eCbKy KyJBTYpy B YKpaiHi, Box-
HOUac MM BiJ[uyBaeMO Opak YKPaiHCbKUX KYJIBTYPHUX Ipe3eHTalliil y
UYexii, TOMy, y3rouBIIHN 1110 IisI/IbHICTD i3 UeChbKUM TOJIOBHUM TIEHTPOM,
OpraHizyBaJIM IPOEKT i3 MPEACTaBJICHHA YKPATHCBKOTO Cy4aCHOrO MUCTe-
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nrBa y Uexii pasom i3 learpom Ilep6enka. Lle Gyme BuctaBka MOTOIIX
YKPaiHCbKUX XYJOKHUKIB, SKi y’Ke MalOTb TeBHi 3/00yTKH Ta BUHATO-
poau, 3okpema opraniszaitii MY Xu, Moso/li ykpaiHcbKi XynoxHuku. 10
YKPATHITIB TIPEICTaBJIATh CBOI po6oTn y rajepei npu UYecbkomy TeHTpi
y Ilpasi B kinui TpaBusa. ToxX MU €KCIIOHYEMO YKPaiHCBKY KYJBTYpPY /10
Yexii, a He TiJIbKKM MPUBO3UMO HAIIly /IO Bac.

— Yecvka xyavmypa cnpagdi Mae 3HAUHULL 8NAUS HA YKPATH-
uie. Mu yci snacmo Apocrasa Iawexa, wumaru Kapera Yanexa
ma 3naemo 4yodosi meopu Komnozumopie /leopxaxa ma Cmemanu,
KT 6YaU 6UCOKO OUiHeHi 6 YKpaini.

— I e uwynoso! Axpas 22 6epesns 2013 poxy Harionaspaa i-
JIADMOHisl OpraHisyBaJjia YeCbKuil Bedip, Jie Halll OPKECTP BUKOHAB
tBopu /[IBoprkaka, Cmeranu, SHeueka, i g MaB 4ecTb BiJIKpuBaTu
11eil KOHIIEePT.

— Bu 6 Yxpaini 3 2011 poxy, axi Bawi 3azanvui epaxenns 6io
nepebysanus y Hawii depKaegi?

— Jx yacro kaxyTtb, YkpaiHa — 1ie KpaiHa BeJUKUX i HA/3BU-
yallHUX MOXKJIMBOCTEl, ajie He3pOo3yMiJo fK BiJIKPUTH IIi MOXKJIU-
BOCTi, MOG6 1€l TOTeHIia mpaioBaB Ha 61aro Joaeil. Tiabku 1mo-
BTOPIOBATH II€ TBEP/’KEHHSI HEJOCTaTHBO. Sl Bke ckasas, IO OJMXKYi
BisiHOCHMHY Ta criBnpans i3 €C MoXyTb OyTH KJIOYeM, SKUN Bif-
KpHeE Iiell ToTeHtiaa. AJje s o060 1o Kpainy, ii Jiozeii, TyT g 3y-
CTpiB 6araro IiKaBUX i CUJIBHUX ocobucTocTeil. | 3HaI0 PO CKIAmI-
HUI iCTOPUYHMI [LIAX, MPO Ti MOJil, 4Yepe3 AKi Mpoilliia Baiia
kpaina. I 6e3 cusbHUX OCOOUCTOCTEN TIOI0JIATH TIeil MIJISAX Ta yci ic-
TOPUYHI CKJaHOIIi 6yJ10 6 TTPOCTO HEMOXKJINBO. ToXK, TpUMAIo 1Masb-
IIi CXpelEeHNMH 33 Ballly KpaiHy i CIOAiBaIOCh, y IIbOMY POIli yce
Gyne mobpe i MU BCTAHOBUMO HOBHII 1abesib BigHocun i3 €C uepe3
mignucaHHgd YToAM PO acolliallito, 10 cTaHe MoYyaTKoOM peaJisallii
TOro TOTeHIliaJty, SKUi Mae YKpaiHa.

— Tax, cnodisaemocv. /laxyio 3a po3mosy.

— [lgKylo, 110 3alIpOCUJIN.

Posmosy eéera Anna Kocmiouenxko,
sedyua npozpamu <«Ykpaina ouniomamuinas
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Ivan POCUCH,

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Czech Republic to Ukraine

— Today our guest is lvan Pocuch, Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Czech Republic to Ukraine. How do
you do, Mr. Ambassador!

— How do you do!

— Diplomatic relations between Ukraine and the Czech
Republic have been lasting over 20 years. Tell us about the main
stages of their development.

— The Czech Republic as an independent state came into ex-
istence 20 years ago in January 1993 as a result of Czechoslovakia
dissolution. From this point of view it seems that the relations be-
tween our countries began not so long ago. Just at the beginning of
our conversation let me emphasize that the history and the fate of
relations between our countries and people have been repeatedly in-
tersected in the general historical development of mankind. That’s
why I want to emphasize that the relations between our countries
actually have much deeper roots, not just the last 20 years. To this
end, let me cite several examples from the history. It is no exaggera-
tion to say that independence of the Volyn’ region in Ukraine dur-
ing the First World War may be considered the basis to form inde-
pendent Czechoslovakia. This historical fact is not well known, but
then almost 50,000 Czechs inhabited the Volyn’ region and they
formed the Czechoslovak legion. Their efforts were an important
contribution to the establishment of the independent Republic of
Czechs and Slovaks on the ruins of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
Many Ukrainians were also in exile at the Czechia territory in the
20-ies of the XX-th century. These were the people who left the
country during the period from 1919 to 1921. Therefore, the men-
tioned facts prove that the relations and ties between our countries
have a long and rich history. I also wish to mention that at pres-
ent the Ukraine-Czechia relations are inseparable from the rela-
tions between our country and the EU. The Czech Republic sup-
ports Ukraine towards European integration, bringing the relations
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with the EU to a new level. We hope that Ukraine will be a suc-
cess along this way. However, there are certain conditions estab-
lished by the EU foreign minister for Ukraine in December 2012
and somewhat clarified by Mr. St. Fiile during his visit to Ukraine.
Naturally, Ukraine must fulfill these conditions and in this case
we’ll be on the way to successful Western-European cooperation
and signing the said document.

— The Czech Republic acceded to the EU in 2004, so you have
great experience as an EU member-country. Which stages of gain-
ing this experience might be useful to Ukraine?

— I'd like to draw attention to the fact that a long and diffi-
cult path of the country transformation and reformation preceded
our EU membership. Actually, joining the EU is a combination of
certain processes. It’s impossible to join the European Union for no
reason at all. That’s why I want to note that Ukraine today is far
from the EU membership, but it is close to the process of signing
the association agreement with the EU. So, in our case, signing the
association agreement may become a tool to upgrade and transform
Ukraine. This may be in the future a basis to implement aspira-
tions for the EU membership, i.e. the membership will be formed
based on the changes pursued during meeting the requirements for
the EU association.

— If we depart from the EU-Ukraine subject and return to the
Ukraine-Czech Republic relations, how would you rate the politi-
cal dialogue between our countries, what are the future plans for
the high level visits?

— I must say that our relations have not been developed rather
actively over the past few years. We would like our political dia-
logue be more intensive and active and we have certain plans for it.
However, since we have not fully agreed upon the above steps with
the Ukrainian party it will be irresponsible for me to say about the
official visits to take place this year. However, we are working on
this issue.

— Glad to hear it. Regarding cooperation between our coun-
tries, I know that Czech business representatives met with the
head of the Crimea Mr. Mohyliov in 2012 to discuss joint invest-
ment projects. Which areas are of primary interest for Czech en-
trepreneurs?

— Well, I'm glad you mentioned cooperation with the ARC.
I believe we have laid a solid foundation for the development of
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economic cooperation. Since the Czech Republic is much smaller
in size than Ukraine, sometimes we prefer to develop business re-
lations and joint projects at the regional level. In 2011 we held a
Czech-Ukrainian business forum attended by the large delegation
with participation of Tomas Duba, Deputy Foreign Minister of the
Czech Republic. The forum resulted in signing the Agreement be-
tween Karlovy Vary and the Crimea, its validity will be extended
in May 2013. Based on this Agreement, certain areas of cooperation
will be expanded, particularly in the economy. For instance, coop-
eration will be deepened in the following areas: renewable energy,
water management, agriculture and agribusiness, infrastructure and
environmental projects. We have already certain results. For exam-
ple, — Bohdan company cooperates with a Czech company to sup-
ply trolleybuses to the Crimean market, particularly with regard to
the far away traffic routes such as Simferopol—Yalta.

— Please, tell me, why does the Crimea seem the most promis-
ing for the regional cooperation?

— I would not say that this region is more promising than
the others, but this forum coincided in time with the beginning
of my tenure in Ukraine. I realized that cooperation with the lo-
cal authorities would be very useful for the inter-regional coopera-
tion development concept. At the same time I took part in business
meetings in other regions, such as Poltava in March 2012, Lviv
the same year, and this year we expect big business meetings in
Dnipropetrovsk, Odesa, Mykolaiv and Kherson.

— Your Excellency, our countries also actively work in the
field of science and technology, tell us in details about this direc-
tion of cooperation.

— Yes, indeed, we have a formal agreement on cooperation
in education, science and technology. During the visit of Prime
Minister Mykola Azarov to Prague in December 2011 a memo-
randum on cooperation was signed to complement this agreement.
However, till 2012, cooperation in science and technology was un-
deractive. Though, based on these documents we conducted pro-
fessional exchanges of students and experts. Nevertheless, as to
cooperation in this area, we found certain unacceptable, in my
view, violations by the Ukrainian side, which resulted in the let-
ter by the Minister of Education of the Czech Republic where he
referred to certain obligations not observed by the Ukrainian side.
It’s a great pity, because not many countries have such exchanges
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of students and teachers, and the signed agreement opens bigger
opportunities for the Ukrainians who study in the Czech Republic
or at the Visegrad Group universities. To do it, you actually need
just to register at the website of the International Visegrad Fund
and find there the opportunity to study in one of the universities
of the Visegrad Group countries. As far as I remember, about 350
Ukrainians have already made use of this opportunity.

— 350 persons, within which period?

— It seems this program exists since 2008 or 2009. This is an-
other opportunity in addition to the exchange of scholarships, which
we spoke about and which the Ukrainian side used insufficiently. At
present more and more Ukrainians wish to study in the Czech uni-
versities to get education on a commercial basis. I would like to note
that this situation is negatively affected due to the illegal migration,
because not all the students are interested in studying as such, but
rather in getting to the Czech Republic and settling down there for
work. Therefore at present it is a certain problematic area.

— Avre there any universities more actively striving for coop-
eration in science and technology?

— You know, the problem is that we do not have any other par-
ty to negotiate or carry out certain activities. All the exchange pro-
cesses take place through the public agency created to promote sci-
entific cooperation. Now we are looking for the other opportunities
and stakeholders to interact with the state agency from our side.
For example, you probably know that nanotechnologies are very de-
veloped in the Czech Republic, we are recognized among the world
leading countries in this field.

— How does the state support the development of nanotech-
nologies?

— The support does exist, but I do not know its mechanism,
I'm not as much involved in these processes. However, I can say
that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic has a
special position, a department of one diplomat to develop coopera-
tion in science and technology.

— Mr. Ambassador, we touched the subject of migration; ac-
cording to the statistics, about 200,000 Ukrainians reside offi-
cially in the Czech Republic. What impression do the Ukrainians
make on the Czech people and to what extent have they integrated
into the Czech community?
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— Before my arrival in Ukraine I did not realize how much
efforts and energy the process of preparing visas/migration issues
could take. If we separate migration and visa policy, although, of
course, these issues are related, I would like to say that I was quite
surprised to see how often the visa policy of the Czech Republic or
the other Schengen zone country became the subject for manipula-
tion and speculation.

— Could you clarify?

— I think it is a good opportunity to refine and clarify certain
points of this issue. In particular, I would like to note that our visa
policy is inseparable from the policy of all Schengen countries, the so-
called Schengen Code. It’s such a visa Bible the rules thereof we all
have to abide. In this case, there is no way to be flexible and apply
certain rules in every situation. In general, I always try to support and
promote human contacts. I wish as many Ukrainians as possible visit
the Czech Republic; however, we trace a certain amount of negativity
regarding the visa issuance. Therefore we tried to stabilize our visa
policy for everyone to know what to do to obtain a visa to the Czech
Republic. Someone says our visa policy is very strict. Let me give an
example on the number of visa refusals in 2012. I have the information
that the total number of refusals in Ukraine including consular offices
in Donetsk and Lviv was just over 2%. This means that only two of
the hundreds of Ukrainians did not get a visa. This is general infor-
mation about short-term visas and multi-visas. I believe this level of
refusal is really small. And let me add more information to support my
position. Regarding the tourist visas issued in Kyiv: last year 23,090
Ukrainians applied for visas, 22,998 of them received visas. So, only
92 persons have not received visas for certain objective reasons.

— And what are the reasons for these refusals?

— Most often people cannot explain the reason and the pur-
pose for their visit to the Czech Republic or are unable to submit
to our consular department the required documents such as medi-
cal insurance or financial documents proving their solvency. But if
you take into account that only 92 persons out of 23,090 did not
get a visa, no one will say that we are doing something wrong to
distract the Ukrainians’ desire to travel to the Czech Republic. The
more Ukrainians visit my country, the better they know about the
changes that took place in the Czech Republic. They will have the
opportunity to understand what work is waiting for Ukraine in the
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direction designated as strategic, i.e. the EU entry. As to the multi-
visas, we also issue them in considerable amount.

— But more for business purposes, is not it?

— For business visits as well, but also for those people who have
a positive visa history, visited the Schengen countries without any
problems and intend to visit the Czech Republic on a permanent ba-
sis. We have no reason to refuse a visa for such people at least for
a year. However, we are not free in this issue to some extent, be-
cause the Schengen Visa Code does not contain the following: any-
one can obtain a visa. We must abide this Code; therefore we do not
go beyond the permitted flexibility. What else I would like to tell
the Ukrainians, because I know how sensitive this issue is for them.
I would like to gain a visa-free regime. Actually, the EU developed
an action plan on this issue for visa liberalization, which was agreed
upon between the European Commission and Ukraine. To this end,
the Ukrainian government has to satisfy the requirements under four
items indispensable for further advancement of this project. I would
like to name these items: first, safe system to process and prepare
the documents — namely, biometric passports; safe migration, in-
cluding the readmission agreement which has been signed; Ukraine
has to sign the executive protocol; and the last — the issue of civil
code and security, foreign relations and fundamental rights. As soon
as these items are executed, we can proceed to the next step of the
visa liberalization. It is difficult to say from the EU side when this
will happen, because the ball, so to speak, is on your side of the
field. The Ukrainian government should consider the issue as soon
as it is ready to meet the requirements laid down to the country.

— If I am not mistaken, there were negotiations on visa-free
regime for holders of special passports?

— Yes, it’s a part of the additional agreement on visa facilita-
tion. Holders of official passports with biometric data will not be
required to apply for a visa, but only in case they have biometric
documents.

— And yet, coming back to the Ukrainians, who already reside
in the Czech Republic, what is the attitude towards them, are they
active members of the Czech society?

— Unfortunately, I have lived outside the Czech Republic for
a long time, therefore I have no personal experience in this mat-
ter. Nevertheless, I can tell for sure that the Ukrainian community
is one of the largest in the Czech Republic and is formed of both
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legal migrants having a work permit and sometimes illegal ones.
All in all, they are about half a million, and most of them go to
Prague where there are better employment opportunities. I feel con-
cern about illegal migrants because the Czech government has de-
veloped certain rules and tools for the Ukrainians to come on le-
gal basis and find a new life and employment opportunities by the
legitimate means. This is, for example, the mechanism of the so-
called green and blue cards. And therefore I cannot understand why
illegal migrants go to various agencies that promise a lot, but in
the end these people cannot get a proper employment contract and
sometimes their passports are withdrawn. Therefore, I advise every
Ukrainian going to work in the Czech Republic to apply first to
the consulate and ask about the blue and green cards. Their avail-
ability makes possible to simultaneously obtain a visa and a work
permit. You know about it and you will be qualified for the proper
work in the Czech Republic; your presence will be agreed upon in
advance with the relevant Czech agencies and you will be able to
relatively easy find a job in our country.

— Cultural exchange is a good tradition of friendly countries.
If I am not mistaken, the Days of Czech culture took place in Lviv
in 2012. Tell us about this event and other examples of cultural
exchange.

— Well, with pleasure. I think we have a lot to offer Ukrainian
public and present various aspects of the Czech culture. To this end,
we have established in Ukraine a special cultural institution known
as the Czech Center. It is separated from the Embassy, but its op-
eration is inseparable from ours. Actually, the headquarters of the
Czech Center in Prague is a tool of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
to promote our culture in the world. This Center is very active, since
the man in head of it is quick-minded and dynamic, despite all the
difficulties he is engaged in vigorous activity. Unfortunately, the
Center representatives are not always supported by the Ukrainian
side, yet, 2013 was declared the Year of the Czech literature. Let
me tell you about 2—3 projects to be arranged this year. First, the
competition for young Ukrainians up to 35 years to translate from
into the Czech language, another translation and book presenta-
tion entitled — The End of Punk in Czechia by our writer Jaroslav
Rudysh. One more interesting project to promote Czech literature in
which your writers will read the works of ours. For instance, Oxana
Zabuzhko will present Elijah Hurnyk, while Taras Prokhasko will
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read Yan Balaban. One more point. We try to present Czech culture
in Ukraine and at the same time we feel the lack of Ukrainian cul-
tural presentations in the Czech Republic. Having coordinated these
efforts with the Czech headquarters we arranged the project joint-
ly with Shcherbenko Center to introduce modern Ukrainian art in
the Czech Republic. This will be an exhibition of young Ukrainian
painters who have already certain achievements and awards, includ-
ing the Young Ukrainian Painters organization. 10 Ukrainians will
present their paintings in the gallery at the Czech Centre in Prague
in late May. So, we exhibit Ukrainian culture in the Czech Republic
rather than bring ours to you.

— The Czech culture makes significant impact on Ukrainians.
We all know Jaroslav Hasek, read Karel Capek and know the
great works of composers Dvorak and Smetana highly appreciated
in Ukraine.

— Very good. Just on March 22, 2013 the National Philharmonia
arranged the Czech evening where our orchestra performed the
works by Dvorak, Smetana and Janacek; I had the honor to open
the concert.

— You are in Ukraine since 2011, what are your general im-
pressions of your stay in our country?

— As people often say, Ukraine is a country of great and ex-
traordinary opportunities, but it is not clear how to open these op-
portunities, for its potential to work for the benefit of the people.
It is not enough to just repeat this statement. I have already said
that closer relations and cooperation with the EU can be the key to
unlock this potential. But I love this country, its people; here I met
a lot of interesting and forceful personalities. I know about the dif-
ficult historical path, about the events that happened in your coun-
try. It would be simply impossible to overcome this path and all
the historical difficulties without forceful personalities. So I keep
my fingers crossed for your country and I hope this year everything
will be fine and we will establish a new level of relations with the
EU through signing the Association Agreement. It will be the start
to unlock the Ukraine’s potential.

— Well, we do hope for it. Thank you for the interview.

— Thank you for invitation.

Interviewed by Anna Kostyuchenko,
link lady of the «Diplomatic Ukraines program
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