A-p Moxamea Caix AKL/Ib,
HadseuyatiHuti i [ogHosaxHul Tocon
Cupitcbkoi Apabebkoi Pecnybniku 8 YkpaiHi

VKPATHA — MOA 1OJI

€pII HiXX FOBOPUTH IIPO CBOI iH-

TepecH, 3axoIyieHHsl, X00i, mpo

Te, gK TPOBOJKY CBill BiJIbHUN
yac B YKpaiHui, Xorijsocsg 6 posnosictu
Mpo 1liKaBy, Ha Mill TIOIJISI/I, TEPeicTo-
pifo. 3aKiHUMBINK TTirOTOBUNIT (DaKy/Ib-
TeT y MOCKOBCBKOMY aBTOLOPOXKHbOMY
incruryri (MAJII) B 1972 poui, mexa-
HaT 0 po0OTi 3 iHO3EeMHUMU CTY/eHTa-
MU 1[bOT'O iHCTUTYTY IIOBiJJIOMUB MEHi, 1110
MinicrepcrBo Buiioi ocsitu CPCP pos-
NOJIJINJIO MEHEe Ha IoJaJibllle HaBYaHHS
B YKpaiHy, B XapKiBCbKHUil MOJiTeXHiy-
wuit incruryt (XII1). 3Buksauii 10 cro-
co0y xuttss B cromuili PaggHcbkoro
Coto3y i Mawum BKe 4UMaJjio [Ipy3iB,
MeHi XoTisiocs 3anaumutaca B MOCKBI.
Moi HamMaraHHs YMOBUTH JleKaHa MO0 poOOTi 3 iHO3eMHUMU CTY/IEH-
TaM# 3aJUIMMUTH MeHe B MoOCKBiI He fgajsm 6a’KaHOTO pe3yJbTary, i
s BupimuB 3BepHyTHCS 70 MinicrepcrBa Bumioi ocsitu CPCP. B
pesyabrari 6ecijii 3 BiJNOBiJaJbHUM YMHOBHUKOM, SIKMIl 3aiimMa-
€TbCA PO3NOALJIOM iHO3eMHUX CTyJeHTiB 1o pisuux Buniax CPCP,
3’dcyBasiocd, 1O MOIM TOYaTKOBUM po3mojijoM Biji MiHicTtepcTBa
s GyB HarnpaBjeHHil 710 MOCKOBCBKOIO €HepreTHYHOro0 iHCTUTYTY
(MEI), ane, 3a cioBaMu I[bOr0 YMHOBHMKA, 10 MiHicrepcTBa Ha-
pitinino nosigomuends 3 MAJIIL, mo g BusgBuB GaskaHHs Tepeixartn
Ha HaBYaHHA 10 XapKoBa, i TOMY BOHH IEPEPO3NOJIIUIN MEHE B
XIII. I1s indopmartist Oymra st MeHe CIIPaBKHBOIO HECIIO/i BAHKOIO,
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OCKiJTBKM IIbOTO B3araJyi He OyJo, i S cKa3aB, 10, HANEBHO, CTaja-
cs SKach MOMUJIKA i MeHe NeperIyTaan 3 KUMoch. Bianosiganbnuit
3a PO3MOMiJ CKa3aB, MO BOHU GyIyTb 3’ICOBYBaTH OOCTaBUHU, IO
ckyasucst. TomoBre, OMUJIKY GyJIO BHUIIPABJIEHO, i MeHe 3aJUIININ
B Mocksi. ¥ 1978 pori g 3akinuuB MEIL. Ilicas toro, sixk g nomnpa-
I[IOBAB /IBa POKU 32 CIIEiaJbHICTIO y cebe Ha BaTbKiBIuHi, 9 3HOBY
noixaB y CPCP npojioBxxyBaru HaBYaHHS.

3a mepiox mpoxkuBanHsg B Coro3i, MeHi IMOIIACTUJIO TIOI3AUTH
mo pisHmx pecny6uikax i micrax. Bararo pasiB s OyBaB B Ogeci,
XaproBi tTa Kpumy. ¥ MeHe 3ajuliuamncss MPEKPACHi croraju 1po
Ykpainy Ta yKpaiHCbKHIT Hapo, g 3yCTPiB GaraTo IiKaBUX JIOJEH,
AK1 cTajii MEHi APY3saAMU.

Y 1984 porii g 3aXuUCTUB KaHAWAATCBKY JUCEpTaIlilo i OTpUMaB
3BaHHS KaHAMAAT TeXHIUHUX HayK. 3a JoBri poku HaBuaHHsa B MEI
y MeHe 3'gBUJOCS 6araTo ApPYy3iB K cepejl CTY/IEHTiB, Tak i cepej
BUKJIQ/IavuiB, OYiJIbHUKIB Kadeapu Ta iHO3eMHOTO jleKaHaTy, 0c06.JIu-
Bo B niepion 1980—1984 pp. Kpim HayKoBOi [isiIbHOCTI, g 3aliMaBcs
TPOMAJICBKOI0 POGOTOI0 — GyB TOJIOBOIO 3€MJIAIITBA apaOChKUX Kpa-
TH y IbOMY IHCTHUTYTI.

3 1984 no 1989 poky pekropar MEI mopoky 3ampoiryBaB MeHe
Ha KypcH 3 IiBUIEHHS KBaJidikalii.

3 1990 poky y 3B43Ky 3 Pi3HUMM HAYKOBUMM i IIOCAQ/IOBUMU
clipaBaMu MeHi He BiaBaJsiocst Gisibiiie GyBaTh y IUX KpasiX, Xoua s
3aBx/u mam’'ataB npo Pocito it Ykpainy. Munyso maiiske 22 poku,
3a 1eit yac g BifBizaB unmasio kpain csity Big CHIA no ABcrpadii,
aJie YOMych yci 11i moi3/IKi 0OXOANIN CTOPOHOI0 MOi yiio6JeHi Kpai.
4 maBiTh cTaB mAymaTH, 1O MeHi He cyausocs Oijbire BiaBigatu Ti
Miclist, Jie s TPOKUB HalliKaBiluil 1epiosl CBOrO >KUTTS — CTY/ICHT-
CbKUIl. AJie, HaNIEBHO, TO/I JI0Jid FOTyBaJja MeHi ClIpaBXXHiil cloprpus.

Ha mnowarky 2010 poky HammMm KepiBHUIITBOM OyJIO BUCYHYTO
IIPOIO3HUILiIO ITPO IpU3HaYeHHs MeHe Ha nocaay Ilocsa B meBHy Kpa-
iny. IluTaHHa 3aPOIIOHOBAHOTO TPU3HAYEHHS OGrOBOPIOBAJIOCS 3i
mMHOI0. [Ipo Ykpainy B To#l wac i MoBu He GOys0. /[ MeHe, 3BMYaii-
HO, 3aCJYKUTH TaKy A0Bipy Oyso BeJukoio pajictio. Hampukiniti
2010 poxy mam Ilpesument bamap Acan BinBigaB Ykpainy 3 odi-
IiltHIM BisuTOM. B pesysbrari Bi3uTy OyJso MiJMICAHO HU3KY YTOZ,
IO CTOCYIOTbCS Pi3HUX cep AepyKaBHOI AisabHOCTI 000X KpaiH. Y
xozi oxniel i3 3ycrpiveit Mixk [Ipesunentom Cupii Bamapom Acamom
i Ilpesugenrom Ykpainu Biktopom AnHykoBuuem, BUXOAIYM i3 Tpu-
BaJIMX, MIITHUX i APY:KHiIX BifHOCWH Mixx Cupieio ta YkpaiHowo, 3a
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CJIOBaMH TPUCYTHIX, GYJI0 TIOPYIIEHO MUTaHHS PO HEOOXiJHICTDb ITi/I-
BUIIEHHS CTYIIEHS JUILIOMATUYHOI IpucyTHOCTI CHUpiiichbKol JepskaBu
B YKpaiHi, ockiiibku Ha Toll uyac Cupito B YKpaiHi 1peJcTaBJisiB Juile
Tumyacosuii ioBipenuii. [1lono boro mutanns [pesuaent Bamap Acas
1oo0i1sB B HezlaJeKoMy MaiibytaboMmy npusHaunt [locaa i 23 ciyns
2011 poky Gys0 Bugano Yka3 mpo moe npusnadeHns Ilocsom Cupii B
Ykpaini. /lis Mene, 3Buvaiito, 1ie Gysio 3iliCHEHHSAM MO€ET MPpii.

4 posmouaB BUKOHYBaTH CBOi 000B’s13ku 25 sororo 2011 poky.
6 KBiTHSI MeHI MONACTUIIO 3yCcTpiTHCs Brepiie 3 naHoM lIpesugenTom
Vkpainu i Bpyuntu Moro Bucokonosaxknocti coi Bipui I'pamorn.
Ocp gKa y MeHe CKJaJacs J0Jisl.

[Tpuixasmu g0 Kuesa Brepme 25 miotoro 2011, mene 3ycrpisa
cyBopa 3uma. [llkana Tepmomerpa nokadyBaJa -18°C. /o Takux mo-
TFOJHUX YMOB M€Hi, 3BUYailHO, HE 3BMKaTH, TOMY IO JOBTUil yac s
kB y MockBi, fie Temnieparypa inozi carajsa -35°C, aje came Mmic-
To KuiB mo /10po3i 3 aeponopty bopucnisb B MO0 pe3u/jieHIlito Toro
AHA 3/1a70cs MeHi cipuM. Ta g He MaB KOJHOrO CyMHiBY, 1[0 CKOPO
nobauy crpaBkHilli KuiB, mpo kpacy sKoro Tak 6arato po3IoBifa-
10Tb. | crpaBni, He3Ba)kaluu Ha 3MMOBUII Yac, s TIOCTYIIOBO CTaB
3HAWOMMTHCS 3 BU3HAUHUMM IIaM’ITKaMU 11bOI'O [IPEKPACHOro MicTa,
3 IOrO0 MOHYMEHTaMU, Ca/IaMU, OMATHUMU OY/iBJISAMU i BYJTHUIISIMU. ..
A 3 HacTaHHAM BecHU g no6auns KuiB y Bciii cBoiil yapiBHiit kpaci.

3a [Ba 3 TakoM pOKM IepeGyBaHHS B YKpaiHi MeHi IOIIACTHIIO
Bi/iBijaT pisHi Micta i o6macti 1iei KpacuBoi kpainu. Ileprra mos
nofopok Gyna mo Omecw y pamMKax opraHizoBanoi MinicTepcTBOM
3aKOpAOHHUX crpaB Ykpainu 3a crpusuusa /I noizaku y ueps-
Hi 2011 poky. ¥ wiit 6pamm y4actb 6arato IlocaiB Ta mpeacraBHU-
KiB JMIIJIOMAaTUYHUX MicCill Pi3HUX KpaiH, akpeJuTOBaHUX B YKpaiHi.
[Toizaka BK/IOYAJa TYPUCTUYHI €KCKYPCil BUBHAUHUMM I1aM’sITKaMU
1[bOTO TIPEKPACHOTO MPUMOpPCbKoro micra. byan it odiniiini 3ycrpivi
3 KePiBHUIITBOM MicTa, U BiZIBIAMHN JIEIKUX TTiIIIPUEMCTB, YPOUUCTI
BEUOpH, TIOKa3 GaJieTHOI BUCTaBH, i, 3BUYAliHO, Typ HA MapOILJIaBi 1o
YopHomy Mopro. Xoua Ogecy s 100pe 3HaB 3 4YaciB CTYAEHTCHKOTO
JKATTH, aJie TOi BOHA MEHi 37aJacda e TapHillIow.

Micro YepniriB, sixke € ictropmuamm 1eHTpoM JIiBoGepeskHOT
Ykpainu i ogauM 3 HaiGinbmux mict KuiBebkoi Pyci, Takoxk GyJio
O/IHMM 3 IIYHKTiB, Zle g 3ynuHsaBcd. Ha tepurtopii micta nporika-
10Tb Tpu piukn — J[lecna, Crpukenb i bisoyc. MasboBHnya npu-
poda, BeJMKa KiJbKiCTb CTADOBUHHUX ILIEPKOB i MOHACTUPIB, iHIINX
aM’ITOK KYJIBTYPH.
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Biaut go XapkoBa
Visit to Kharkiv

lapni BpaskenHst y mMeHe 3anummmmncs Big Kanesa, ne momacrtu-
Jio GyBaru He pa3. MicTto posramoBane Ha 6epesi [[Hinpa, gkuii Mo-
JKe 1oJlapyBaT IIPUEMHUI Bi/IMIOYNHOK 3 MPOTYJSTHKAMU Ha Karepi.
[Tpupona exk3ormuna, oco6snBo B IlleBueHKiBCbKOMY HaIlliOHAJIBHO-
MY 3aIl0OBi/IHUKY.

B VYkpaini icHye pocuthb Besmka cupilicbka giacropa, TOHa[
S tuc. oci6. Kpim toro, B pisHuX MicTax YKpaiHU HaBYAETHCS OiJib-
e 2,5 TCAYi CUPiHChKUX CTY/IEHTiB, TOMY JiesKi 3 MOIX Bi3UTiB /10
Opecu, Xapkosa, [lHinporeTpoBcbka i 3anopiskoks MaJau [JiJoBUI
Xapakrep.

Y Kuesi 3i MHOMO sKUBe Mog ciM’ss — gpyskunHa CycaHHa i jBa cu-
Hu Mapkug i Amep. /Ipyskuna 3a dhaxom ctomarosor. Y Cupii BoHa
Mpalfioe BUKJIa/jadeM B YHiBepcuTeTi AJeNo, aJje 3a/Jis 36epesken-
HS poAMHM il foBesiocs it y TpuBatdy Biamyctky. Cun Mapkua
HaBuaeTbcsl Ha (apmarieBTuuHoMy dakyabreti B HarionamabHoMy
MennuHOMYy yHiBepcuteti iM. O. Boromosbiis, a momomamuii Amep
I[bOTO POKY 3aKiHuUye€ IIi/IrOTOBUMIl KypPC i FOTYETHCS MPO/JOBKYBa-
TH HAaBYAHHS HA MeAUYHOMY (DaKyJbTeTi B IbOMY K YHiBEPCHUTETI.
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Ha npeseHTaujii Buctasku Ipany B YkpaiHCbkoMy fOMi
At the Iran exhibition in the Ukrainian House

VY Buxigni (cy6ory i HeiJ0) 4acTo BCI€H POIMHOI TYJISIEMO
Xpermatukom a0 Bi/[BilyeMO BUCTaBKH, sIKi OPTaHi30BYIOTHCS B Pi3-
Hux Mmicngax Kuepa. IHoai i3gumo 3 Apys3sMu Ha HPUPOY B OKOJIH-
i micta Kuesa.

KynpTypHuit Bi/JIOYMHOK € OCHOBHUM Yy HAIIOMY CiMEITHOMY JKUT-
ti. ¥ Kuesi mu 6araro pasiB Bi/iBifyBaan omepHi Ta 6aeTHi crieKTa-
kJi. Hama ponuna TicHo moB’g3ana 3 My3uKoo0. Y JUTHHCTBI g rpaB
Ha CKpMIIi I ritapi, monpasja, JaBHO BTpaTUB HaBUYKU I'PU Ha
IUX IHCTpyMEHTaX, ajie JJId MEHe My3UKa — Iie ILJIaBaHHA Y BCECBi-
Ti. Moi cuHUN MM MOIMM CJijlaMU i HAaBUYUJIKCA TPATH Ha IiaHiHO.
Buxonsun 3 HamMX My3UYHUX 3aXOIJIEHb, MU 32 HASIBHOCTI BiJTbHOTO
Jacy Bi/IBiJ[yeMO pi3Hi TBOpYi BedyopH, OCOOIMBO KJIACHYHOI MY3UKH.
HemonaBuo noGyBasin y ByanHKy opraHHOI My3WKH, e MOXKHA He
TiJIBKN HACOJIO/PKYBATUCA Yy/IOBUMU TBOPAMHU KaMePHOi OpranHoi My-
3UKH, a I MUJIyBaTHCS apXiTeKTypolo caMoro MukoJiaiBCbKoro Kocre-
JIy, B AKOMY BJIAIIITOBYIOTb TaKi IPUEMHI 3aXO/U.
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BasknmBe Mmiciie B MOEMY JKUTTI TOCifla€ CIOpT, HAHGijbIIe 1Mo-
mo6st0 6ackeT601. Y IUTUHCTBI 4 TpaB B OJHiN MicbKill KOMaHi,
a B CTYJIEHTCbKi POKM 4acTo 6paB y4acTh B iHCTUTYTChKUX 3Maraf-
Hax. Huni g He mMaro i Micud, Hi 3 KuM 3aiiMarucsa 6acker6oJioM,
TOMY BpaHIli 06MEXYIOCsl 3BUYATHOI0 PAHKOBOIO 3apsijikoio. Ilo Bu-
Xi/IHUX 31 CBOIMM CHMHAMM I'paio B HACTiJbHUN TeHic, GKUIl TeK € ofl-
HUM i3 ysn06JIeHNX BUJIB CIOPTY JJIsI MeHe. A OT IMiaxaMm TexX Bif-
BeZieHO ocobumBe Micie y MoeMy >kutTi. lle HaiinmpekpacHimmii Buja
PO3yMOBOTO CIIOPTY, SKOMY s JIOOJII0 TPUIIJISATH YBary y BiJIbHUIA
yac, IKOro, Ha ’KaJib, I HUHI Maio MeHIe, HixK Xorijocs 6. Aje 3a
MOKJIMBOCTI TPAEMO 3 CMHAMU, AKi YCKAIOTh 3 HETEPIIIHHAM, KOJIU g
K CYNepHUK 3p06JII0 iM BUKJINK.

AT sa cnpusinasa M3C Ykpainu yacto opraHi3oBye pisHi KyJib-
TYPHI Ta TYPUCTUYHi 3aX0/u, AKi po6JsATb HAC — TMPEJCTAaBHUKIB JIH-
IJIOMaTUYHOIO KOPILYCY — OJHi€I0 poauHol. Buxomsum 3 nporo, y
MeHe 0coOMCTO i B MOET ciM'T 3’aBusiocs Ay»ke 6arato Apy3iB He JIHIIe
cepe/l TIPe/ICTABHNKIB INTIJIOMAaTUYHAX Miciil Ta HaImoi Jiactiopu, a i ce-
peA YKpaiHIIiB.

[Tpo Yxpainy i ykpaiHCbKHiT HApO/, SKWI BUPi3HAETbCS GaraTh-
Ma MiHHUMU SKOCTSIMU: TOCTHHHICTIO, J0OPOTOIO, TIE/IPiCTIO, BEJTUKO-
JYTIHICTIO i 4yIHICTIO MOJKHA TOBOpUTHU [y:Ke 6Gararo. I B3arasi, TyT
g He BiuyBaio cebe iHO3eMIleM, OCKiJTbKKU 6ady [y>ke 6araTo CIIijib-
HUX PHUC Ta SIKOCTei, AKi NOeJHYIOTh Hallli HAPOJH.

Hacamxkinernb xouy no6askatn YKpaiHi il yKpaiHCbKOMY HapoOmy
[IO/IAJIBIIIONO  PO3KBITY, YCHiXiB y JOCATHEHHI IOCTaBJICHUX IliJIe.
MiHicTepcTBY 3aKOPJOHHUX CIIPaB YKpaiHuW XO4y BUCJOBUTH CBOIO
BJSYHICTD 32 BHBAXKEHY [UILJIOMATHYHY TOJITUKY, SKa BigoOpakae
3oBHinmHIO NoaiTUKY Kpainw, a [/IIIT Heo6xinHo Bimgatu HaJeskHe
BU3HAHHS 32 TPOBe/IeHy PO6OTY MO0 MOJIETTeHHs [TisSIbHOCT /1-
IJIOMaTUYHOTO KOPILYCY, aKpeAUTOBAHOIO B YKpaiHi.

3 HMMpoIo TOBaroio.
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Dr. Mohamed Said AKIL,

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the Syrian Arabic Republic to Ukraine

UKRAINE IS MY DESTINY

spend my free time in Ukraine I would like to tell you an

interesting story. After finishing a pre-university courses of
the Moscow Automobile Road Institute in 1972 I was informed by
the dean of the faculty responsible for foreign students that the
Ministry of the Higher Education of the USSR decided to send
me to Ukraine to study at the Kharkiv Polytechnic Institute. By
that time I got accustomed to the style of life in the capital of the
Soviet Union and acquired many friends, so I wanted to stay in
Moscow. All my attempts to persuade the dean of the faculty to
leave me in Moscow were futile and I decided to address directly
to the Ministry of Education. After conversation with the Ministry
official responsible for distribution of the students to higher edu-
cational institutions I found out that my first distribution destina-
tion was the Moscow Energy Institute, but according to him they
received information from the pre-university courses about my wish
to go to Kharkiv, so they acted accordingly. This information was
an absolute surprise to me and I said that it was a mistake and I
was confused with someone else. The mistake was corrected and in
1978 1 graduated from the Moscow Energy Institute. Then for two
years I worked in Syria as an engineer and then again went to the
USSR to continue my education.

During my stay in the Soviet Union, I was fortunate to travel
around the various republics and cities of the big country. Many
times I visited Odesa, Kharkiv and Crimea. I still have great mem-
ories of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people. I met many interesting
people, who became my friends.

In 1984 1 defended the thesis and received the PhD title
in Engineering. After years of training at the Moscow Energy
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Ha Bucrasui TonbnaHis
At the exhibition of tulips

Institute I acquired many friends among students and among teach-
ers, heads of the departments and dean’s office of the faculty for
foreign students, especially during 1980—1984. In addition to re-
search activities, I was involved in social work as the head of the
Arab Brotherhood of the Institute.

From 1984 to 1989 I every year attended the upgrading course
upon invitation of the Moscow Energy Institute Administration.

Since 1990 because of various scientific assignments and official
positions I did not have a chance to travel to this part of the world,
though I always remembered about Russia and Ukraine. Almost
22 years passed and I visited a lot of countries from the USA to
Australia, but for some reason my travels did not bring me to my
beloved land. I even began to think that I would never return to
the land of my studentship, the most interesting period of my life.
However, my fate prepared a real surprise to me.

In early 2010, our administration decided to appoint me to the
position of ambassador to some country. The proposed appointment
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was discussed with me. At that time Ukraine was not mentioned.
For me it would be a great joy to win such confidence. At the end
of 2010 our President Bashar al-Assad was in Ukraine on an offi-
cial visit. This visit resulted in conclusion of several treaties in var-
ious areas of government activity in both countries. According to
those present at one of the meetings, the President of Syria Bashar
al-Assad and the President of Ukraine Viktor Yanukovych talked
about the need to increase the diplomatic presence of the Syrian
state in Ukraine based on the long, strong and friendly relations be-
tween Syria and Ukraine, because at the time Syria was represented
only by the charge d’affaires. The President Bashar al-Assad prom-
ised to appoint the Ambassador in the near future. On January 23,
2011 the President of Syria Bashar al-Assad issued a decree on my
appointment to the position of the Ambassador of Syria to Ukraine
in Kyiv. For me, of course, it was realization of my dream.

Kyiv met me with a harsh winter, when I came here on February 25,
2011. Thermometer showed -18°C. I did not need to accommodate

3 OpyXuHOI B pesnaeHLii
With his wife in the residence
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to such weather, because I lived in Moscow for a long time, where
the temperature sometimes reached -35°C, but on the way from the
Boryspil airport to my residence in Kyiv that day the city seemed
to be gray. However, I did not have a shadow of doubt that soon
I will see a real Kyiv with its celebrated beauty. Indeed, despite
the winter time, I gradually became acquainted with the sights of
this beautiful city, with its monuments, gardens, ornate buildings
and streets... And when spring came, I saw Kyiv in all its charm-
ing beauty.

I started to perform my duties on February 25, 2011. On April 6,
I met the President Ukraine for the first time and presented my
credentials. This was my destiny.

For more than two years of stay in Ukraine I was lucky enough
to visit different cities and regions of this beautiful country. My
first trip was to Odesa. It was organized by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Ukraine with support of GDIP in June 2011. There were
many ambassadors and members of the diplomatic missions of vari-
ous countries accredited in Ukraine. The trip included guided tours
to the sights of this beautiful seaside town. There were formal
meetings with the city administration, visits to enterprises, gala
concerts, ballet performances and, of course, the Black Sea cruise.
I knew Odesa since college life, but then it seemed to me even more
beautiful.

City of Chernigiv, the historical center of the left-bank Ukraine
and one of the largest cities of Kievan Rus was also one of the sites,
where I stayed. This is the city of three rivers — Desna, Strizhen
and Belous. It is well known for its picturesque nature, plenty of
old churches and monasteries and other attractions.

I received very good impressions from Kanev, where I was luck
to stay. The city is situated on the bank of the Dnieper river, which
can offer you a nice boat trip. Nature is very rich there, especially
in the Shevchenko National Reserve.

There is a very large Syrian Diaspora in Ukraine with more
than 5 million people. In addition, more than 2,500 Syrian students
study in different cities of Ukraine, therefore some of my visits to
Odessa, Kharkiv, Dnipropetrovsk and Zaporizhzhya were connect-
ed with this fact.

My family — wife Susanna and two sons Majid and Amer lives
with me in Kyiv. My wife is a dentist. In Syria she teaches at the
University of Aleppo, but in order to be with the family she had to
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BinkputTs BucTaBku Toprisni Cupii B Kuesi
Opening of the trade exhibition of Syria in Kyiv

take a long-term leave. My elder son Majid studies at the pharmacy
faculty of the Bogomolets National Medical University. My younger
son Amer finished pre-university courses this year and is prepar-
ing to continue his education at the National Medical University in
September 2013.

On weekends (Saturday and Sunday) we often go out for a
walk in Kreschatik, visit exhibitions organized in different places
of Kyiv. Sometimes we go for outing with our friends in the out-
skirts of Kyiv

Cultural leisure is essential for my family life. During our stay
in Kyiv we many times visited the Opera House to listen to op-
era and watch ballet performances. Our family is closely connected
with music. As a child, T played the violin and guitar, however, I
long lost my skills to play these instruments, but for me the music
is a swimming in the universe. My sons followed my way and learnt
to play the piano. Based on our musical passions, if we have free
time, we visit various recitals, especially classical music. Recently
were were lucky to visit the House of Organ Music, where we not
only enjoyed the magnificent beauty of chamber organ music, but
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also admired the architecture of the St Nicholas Church, which or-
ganizes such pleasurable activities.

Active recreation and sport are important for me. Basketball
is my favorite. As a child I played in one of the city teams, as
a student I often participated in the Institute sport events. Now
I have neither place, nor team to play basketball, so I limit my
sport activities by morning fitness exercises. On weekends I play
table tennis with my sons. This is also one of the favorite sports
for me. Chess occupies a special place in my life. It is the most
wonderful intellectual exercise that I love to do in my free time.
Unfortunately, I do not have much time to do this often, but when
I have time I play with my sons, who also love this sport and look
forward to play with me.

GDIP with support from the MFA of Ukraine often organizes
various diplomatic, cultural and tourist activities uniting all rep-
resentatives of the diplomatic corps into one family. So, I and my
family acquired a lot of friends not only among members of diplo-
matic missions and the diaspora, but also among Ukrainians.

One can say a lot about Ukraine and the Ukrainian people with
their nice qualities, such as hospitality, kindness, generosity and
sympathy. I do not feel like a foreigner in Ukraine, because our
nations have so much in common.

Finally, I wish Ukraine and the Ukrainian people further pros-
perity and success in achieving their goals. I would like to ex-
press my profound gratitude to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Ukraine for a middle-of-the-road diplomatic policy, which reflects
the foreign policy of the country and to GDIP for the work do-
ne to facilitate the activities of the diplomatic corps accredited in
Ukraine.

Yours sincerely.
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