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The current state of human development of Ukraine and its rural territories is investigated in 
the paper. Particular aspects of formation and employment of rural communities’ human potential 
are analyzed, specifically the causes of demographic crisis and its effect upon national development. 
Further research concerns the peculiarities of natural reduction and migration of rural population. The 
paper provides an assessment of qualitative characteristics of rural population: its state of health, causes 
of rise in mortality, level of its education and availability of access to educational services.  

Key words: human potential, rural territories, demographic crisis, natural reduction, migration, 
incidence, education level. 
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