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Matiushko Bohdan. Mykola Berdiaev
and Petro Kudriavtsev on absoluteness
and relativity of the scientific truth
The article represents the results of
comparative analysis of relativistic views in
theory of scientific knowledge carried out
by two influential representatives of
Ukrainian philosophy in the beginning of
the 20th century Mykola Oleksandrovych
Berdiaev (1874–1948) and Petro
Pavlovych Kudriavtsev (1868–1940).
Sources of their critical attitude to
epistemological relativism have been
studied and causes of the thinkers’
unanimous opinion in this question have
been found: they are in confirmation of the
absolute values. For M. Berdiaev such
values are truth, liberty and human dignity,
and for P. Kudriavtsev they are mainly
analogous ones connected with display of
negative results while applying the
relativistic principle in cognitive process.
The above causes lie in grasping I. Kant’s
epistemological content of the
transcendental consciousness.
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scientific truth, epistemological absolutism
and relativism, positivism, Neo-Kantianism,
absolute and relative scientific knowledge,
transcendental consciousness.
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