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This paper focuses on the issue of preschool education in a pandemic. The purpose of this study is to identify the
problems that Preschool Educational Institutions (PEI) may face during a pandemic. Particular attention is paid to the
topic of the article - the activities of PEI in a pandemic. The research broaches such issues as the mode of PEI functioning,
the organization of an educational process in PEI, and the specific features of the activities of the PEI staff under
quarantine conditions. To complete the study the following methods were used: theoretical — analysis of psychological-
pedagogical and methodological sources, review of educational designs and programs, educational and methodological
complexes, and actual educational resources of PEIs; empirical — questionnaires, surveys, interviews, testing, direct and
indirect observation, and expert evaluation.

The article explores the specificity of PEI activities both under the conditions of distance functioning and under
the conditions of normal activity, observing quarantine measures. It also reveals and analyses complications and
difficulties in the work of the PEI staff, as well as inconveniences for children and parents.

Furthermore, the study considers the measures aimed to eliminate the negative factors of distance learning and
gives recommendations for the heads of Preschool Educational Institutions on the peculiarities of their activities in a
pandemic.

Key words: pandemic, Preschool Education Institution, peculiarities of Preschool Education Institution
functioning in quarantine conditions, children of preschool age, educators, parents.

Formulation of the issue. Nowadays, it is generally accepted that a PEI is targeted at
providing social upbringing and basic elementary education for children. From an early age of 1.5-2
years to senior preschool age 6-7 years, inclusively, preschoolers receive the necessary nutrition and
care at the PEIL.

The upbringing of a child in PEI is at the request of the parents. From a psychological view,
the matter of raising children in PEI seems quite debatable. The fact is that at an early age, family
upbringing is extremely important for a child, and social education does not always replace it equally.
In most cases, enrolling a child in PEI presents certain challenges. A significant number of kids
cannot easily adapt to such changes in their lives.

Admittedly, preschool age is a stage in the mental and physical development of children,
which is extremely important for their maturity and growth of their psyche and personality.
Undoubtedly, the main factors contributing to the physical and mental state of children are their
parents, teachers and environment, the real environment of their existence. The central and decisive
figure is the educator, the kindergarten. However, there are signs that the current reality is not entirely
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favourable for maintaining and improving the health of people and, above all, children. The modern
way of life is marked by instability, contradictions, loss of habitual and the search for worldviews and
axiological guidelines that are relevant in time. The uncertainty about the future, anxiety about their
own future and the future of their relatives, as well as economic, environmental, political and
existential crises cause global stress and neuroticism of the population, and also lead to an increase in
a number of psychosomatic diseases. A hostile social environment, concern with the above problems
of the parental community negatively affects the well-being and health of children. Unfortunately, in
recent years, pandemic factors have contributed to all these problems.

For a long time, PEI functioned under normal conditions that to some extent met the needs of
children, educators and parents. The pandemic has made significant changes in the life of Preschool
Education Institutions.

It is clear that a pandemic in any form is adversely affecting the life of PEI. All participants of
the educational process experience a number of commotions. Today, Preschool Education Institutions
go into quarantine mode, without interrupting their normal functioning, but with many significant
changes. PEI starts working remotely, which causes a number of difficulties. And when PEI returns to
standard activities, it again raises a number of adaptive problems. All these forced changes negatively
affect the quality of the educational process, the well-being and health of all its participants — the staff,
children and parents.

Analysis of recent research and publications. When it comes to functioning in the remote
mode during a pandemic, the staffs of PEI have to work under dramatically changed conditions. The
resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine, 11.03.2020, Ne 211 «On prevention of the spread of
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) on the territory of Ukraine» functional duties of PEI staff are
supposed to be completed distantly (remotely) using modern information technologies. However, it
should be admitted that distance work with preschoolers, given their age, is quite specific.
Preschoolers do not yet have skills to work on computers or other devices; they need help from their
parents or other family members to establish communication with their educator online. At the same
time, not every family has such opportunities. Notwithstanding, educators must fulfil educational
plans and programs provided for a current preschool year as well as a health-improving period. The
actualization of this work, as well as the responsibility for educational activities and control over the
fulfilment of educational plans and programs, in accordance with Article 26 of the Law of Ukraine,
05.09.17, Ne 2145-VIII «On Education» is entrusted to the head of a PEI In turn, the head of the PEI
must be guided by the Order of the Ministry of Education and Sciences, 16.03.20, Ne 406 «On
organizational measures to prevent the spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19)». Further, the head
of a PEI issues an order to establish the mode of work for the PEI staff and approves measures of
ensuring educational-pedagogical, methodological and other kinds of work. The head also specifies
the features of an educational process in a distance format.

Presentation of the main research material. There seems to be compelling evidence that
quarantine conditions negatively affect the education, health and well-being of children. In particular,
when regular activities are suspended temporarily, children are deprived of social life and normal life
activities characteristic of their age. They do not have the opportunity to communicate with the
educator and peers, and to play with them. The regime of an educational process, sleep, games, and
nutrition becomes unbalanced, which certainly negatively affects the health and well-being of
children. In some families, children suffer from poor home conditions. In some cases, drunkenness,
family unrest, domestic violence, child abuse, and the like can be attributed to the absence of a
parent's job during quarantine or working from home. All this negatively affects the child's psyche.

There may also be changes in the manifestations of parental attention to raising and caring for
children during the quarantine period. If the parents continue to work during quarantine, and PEI
shifts to remote functioning, a significant problem of child neglect arises. Moreover, if parents lose
their jobs due to quarantine, the financial situation of the family deteriorates, and hence the living
conditions of the child.

Thus, the negative impact of quarantine standards on the education, upbringing and health of
children is exacerbated by concomitant circumstances, such as forced parental unemployment, foreign
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employment, parental involvement in the war, significant social stratification, and the increase in the
number of disadvantaged and nuclear families.

On this basis, it may be inferred that the working conditions of the head of PEI are also
becoming more complicated, since they must ensure the organization of the educational process and
any other types of work using distance learning technologies. This means that needs to be done
without children attending PEI regularly. The head of a PEI must independently develop a local
document that specifies the tasks to be performed remotely by educators and other staff.

This means that communication with parents or other fosterers of children should be take
place on social networks in the form of consultations, conferences, group-work, mobile applications,
e-mail, etc. During these new communications format such issues and recommendations become
expected to be considered as children's daily routine, appropriate games for their development, books
for reading, healthy nutrition, etc.

Accordingly, the mode of work of educators and assistant educators also undergoes significant
changes. The educator must send an electronic record of the activity to the child's parents. But this is
where problems arise. Even if an educator strictly follows all of the above recommendations and
instructions, this does not necessarily mean that parents or educators of children will follow them.
And this is not a matter of a negligent or unscrupulous attitude of parents (fosterers) to their children.
Much of the parental community are not adequately knowledgeable about psychological and
pedagogical issues of children upbringing and teaching. Thus, there are signs that there is no
systematic work on parenting in Ukraine. Unfortunately, the former experience of parent universities,
mother schools etc. are unjustly discarded and forgotten.

Another issue that should be raised is that not all settlements, villages or towns are covered by
the Internet and in some villages and hamlets there are not even a cellular connection. And even with
such means of communication, not all parents are financially secure to buy a computer or any other
smart device, due to the fact that they have a limited budget. It is a generally accepted fact that a
significant part of the Ukrainian population suffers from poverty.

The information provided convincingly demonstrates that in a pandemic, constant or local
quarantine, the quality of the educational process, the standard of living and childcare deteriorate
significantly, which is clearly fraught with negative consequences for the psychological development
of children and the shaping of their personality.

In addition, PEI staff is also suffer during the quarantine. Not all educators have the right skills
and knowledge, habits and skills to provide distance or distance learning. This causes psychological
discomfort and a feeling of dissatisfaction with the performance of the personnel of their functional
duties in unusual conditions. Some educators experience a psychological overload due to non-
standard working conditions, changes in the established working routine, a shift to remote teaching,
children’s and parents’ neuroticism caused by enforced changes in the activities of a PEI. Moreover,
the mentality of educators is negatively affected by the fear financial state will significantly
deteriorate due to the fact that the regular functioning of PEI is temporarily ceased. They are held
back by fear of coronavirus infection, health problems, loss of wages and death.

It is clear that the activity of PEI during the transition from remote mode to normal mode of
operation in compliance with quarantine measures is important and therefore requires significant
responsibility. The opening of the PEI is necessary in compliance with certain requirements in order
to ensure maximum protection of all participants in the educational process in order to preserve the
health of children, educators and parents. With the opening of a PEI it is necessary to comply with the
quarantine conditions and relevant recommendations.

In order to thoroughly prepare for the reception of children, it is advisable to observe a clear
sequence of events and strictly observe all sanitary standards. First of all, it is necessary to check the
staff for COVID-19, instruct the PEI staff, purchase disinfectants, etc. After a long stay at home,
children and parents need to adapt to the new realities.

In a pandemic, difficulties arise in the process of morning meetings with children at PEI,
because parents are strictly prohibited from entering kindergarten; bring children only to the entrance
to the preschool institution. Children have to wait outside for the teacher for a while, regardless of the

Bunyck 47/ Issue 47 203




BicHMK [nyxiBCbKOro HaLioHaNbHOro NeaarorivyHoro yHisepcutety imeHi OnekcaHapa [loskeHKa 2021
NEJAITOrNYHI HAYKM PEDAGOGICAL SCIENCES

weather. Parents must call the teacher, who goes out, picks up the child, accompanies them, changes
their clothes and brings them to the group premises. A similar process only in reverse occurs at the
end of the day. This procedure is quite inconvenient for everyone — children, parents and educators,
especially in a cold season. In the autumn-winter period, the educator has to change outerwear and
shoes several dozen times a day. Parents should call the educator twice a day to hand over or pick up
the child. Each time, going out to pick up or give back a child to the parents, the educator leaves the
children of the group to the assistant. All these complicate life, create everyday discomfort for
children, the staff and parents.

To sum up, quarantine conditions are a significant obstacle to the normal functioning of
Preschool Educational Institutions. But with a thoughtful approach to organizing both remote and
conventional educational process, most of the negative factors of distance learning can and should be
eliminated. Much depends on how responsibly and creatively the managers of PEI — heads, educators-
methodologists, caregivers, educators, etc. — approach PEI in challenging conditions.

First of all, the head of a PEI should issue an order on performing remote work for a
quarantine period, which clearly defines functional responsibilities of the personnel, who have to
organize their work in accordance with the working plan of a PEI for a preschool year. The order has
to be accompanied with the guidelines and programs of self-education, as well as pedagogical,
methodological and organizational work within the established educational loads. Within the working
hours, assistant educators are required to participate in organizational and pedagogical work along
with the educators of the group. Moreover, once a week both educators and their assistants are obliged
to present materials of organizational and pedagogical activities during remote work in the form
determined by the head of a PEIL. Responsibilities should also be defined for the dietician nurse, the
physiotherapist nurse, the deputy head of economic affairs, the clerk, etc.

Second, educators build long-term interactions with children in different ways: they offer to
parents various tasks for children, conduct online classes, organize photo contests, prepare videos of
classes, which preschoolers and parents can watch at any convenient time. As a result, the negative
consequences of the functioning of PEI in a pandemic can be significantly reduced.

Conclusion and prospects for further development. To summarize, the functioning of PEI
during a pandemic is much more complicated than it may seem at first sight. In the distance format of
the educational process, there is no proper experience of interacting with children on the Internet;
many families are practically not provided with computers, other communication devices and the
Internet; the inability of children and individual parents to use the computer can be observed. During
the transition from remote work to normal work, subject to the quarantine requirements, all
participants in the educational process experience a number of inconveniences that do not contribute
to the effectiveness of the mental and psychological development of children and their health.
However, with a thoughtful approach to the organization of the functioning of a PEI in a pandemic, a
significant part of the negative factors can and should be eliminated. First of all, the head of a
preschool institution must take all possible measures that would neutralize the negative impact of
forced factors on the lives of participants in the educational process - children, teachers, parents. In
the current conditions, this is an urgent need for the effective functioning of PEI during a pandemic.
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OCOBJIMBOCTI ® YHKINIOHYBAHHSI 3AKJTAIIB JOMIKLIBHOI OCBITH B
YMOBAX ITAHJAEMII

Ky3bMmincbkuii Anarodiiii IBanoBuy
JIOKTOp TIEIArOriYHIX HayK, podecop
Tnyxiscoruti nayionanvrutl nedazoziunuil yHieepcumem imeri Onexcanopa Jloesicenka

Ilocmanoexka npoonemu. Tpusaruii yac 3aknadu OOWKIILHOL 0C8IMuU QYHKYIOHY8AIU Y
36UUALIHUX YMOBAX, KI NEGHOI0 MIPOI0 3A0080IbHANU nompeou dimel, guxosamenis i bamvkis. Cman
navoemii 6HiC Cymmesi 3MIHU 8 HCUMMEOISILbHICMb YUX OUMSAYUX YCINAHOS.

Ilanoemisn y 6yOv-sKiti popmi 0OHO3HAUHO HE2AMUBHO BIOOUBAEMbCS HA HCUMMEOILILHOCMI
3aK1a0y OOWKINbHOI oceimu. Yci yuacHuKu oceimHb020 Npoyecy Nepelcusaromy HU3Ky NOMpACiHb.
3axnad nepexooumv Ha pedxcum pobdomu 8 YMOBAX KAPAHMUHY Oe3 NPUNUHEHHS 38UYAUHO20
¢yHryionyeanns, are 3 basamoma iCMOMHUMU 3MIHAMU. 3AK1A0 NepesooUmvbCs HA OUCTAHYIUHY
Gdopmy pobomu i ye nopoodcye HU3Ky mMpPYOHOWIs. 3aKiad nosepmacmuvcs 00 CMAHOAPMHOL
OisAIbHOCMI I MYm 3H08Y UHUKAE HU3KA NPOOTIeM adanmugHo2o xapakmepy. Yci yi eumyuieni 3minu
He2amueHo i0OUBAIOMbCS HA AKOCMI OC8IMHLO20 NPOYeCy, Ha CaAMOnoyymmi i 300po8’i 8Cix 1020
VUACHUKIG — Oimell, NepCOHAY 3aK1ady, OambKis.

Memoto Hawiozo 00CniOdNCeHHA € 3 ’SCY8AHHA 0COOAUBOCMEl (DYHKYIOHYBAHHS OEPIHCABHUX
3aknadie dowkinbHoi oceimu (30) 6 nepiod nanoemii.

Memoou oOocnioxycenna: meopemuyHi — aHAN3 NCUXON020-NEOA2O2IYHUX | MemOOUYHUX
ooiceper, BUBUEHHS OCBIMHIX NIAHI8, NPOSPAM, HABYANLHO-MEMOOUYHUX KOMNJIEKCI8, AKMYalIbHUX
caumie 3axKnadié OOUKIIbHOI 0C8IMU, eMNIPUYHI — AHKEeMY8AaHHs, ONUMYBAHHS, becioa, mecmy8aHHs,
npsame i Henpsime CHOCMEPENHCEHHsl, eKCNepmHe OYIHIOBANHSL.

0b2060penns: Jlocnioxnceno ocobausocmi OisibHOCMI 3aK1A0I8 OOUKIILHOL 0C8IMU 8 YMOBAX
OUCMAHYIIHO20 (YYHKYIOHYBAHHS, A MAKOJIC 8 YMOBAX 36UYAUHOL OIIbHOCMI, ane 3 OOMPUMAHHAM
KapanmuuHux 3axodis. Iloxazano cxnadnowi i mpyoHowi 6 po6omi nepcouHany 3axknaoié OOUKLIbHOL
ocgimu, He3pyuHocmi OJisi dimetl | 6amovKig.

Posensamymo  3axoou wo0o ycymemHs He2amu@HUX @axkmopie OUuCmaHyiuHo2o cnoco6y
Hasuanus. Ilooano pexomenoayii wyooo ocodarugocmeri OiAlbHOCMI KePIGHUKI8 OUMAYOI OCBIMHbOT
VCMAaHosu 8 YM0OBAx NAHOEMIi.

Bucnoeok. Kummeoisnvnicms 3axk1ady OOWKIIbHOI 0C8ImMU 8 YMOBAX NAHOEMIi 3HAYHO
VCKAAOHIOEMbCS. Y oucmanyiiinomy  gopmami — opeanizayii  0C8iMHbL020  npoyecy 20CMmpo
8IOUYBAEMbCSL  BIOCYMHICMb  HANEHCHO20 00C8i0y pobomu 3 OimbMu y Mepexci IHmepHem,
3abe3neuenicmvb 0A2amvoOX cimel KOMN'romepamu ma HWUMU KOMYHIKAYIUHUMU NPUCMPOAMU |
mepedicero iHmepHem, He8MIHHA Oimeli i OKpeMux O0amvKie Kopucmyeamucsi komn 'romepom. [lpu
nepexodi 3/]0 3 oucmanyitino2o pexcumy HA 36UdauHUl, aile 3 OOMPUMAHHAM KAPAHMUHHUX GUMO2,
VCI YHACHUKU OCBIMHbO2O NPOYeCcy MePNIsams HU3KY He3pYUHOCmell, K He CHPUsiomy e ekmusHocmi
0CB8IMHBO20 npoyecy i 30epedcentio 300po8 s dimeu. [Ipome npu 60yMaueoMy nioxooi 00 opeauizayii
@yuryionyeanna 370 6 ymosax nandemii 3HAYHY YACMUHY He2AMUBHUX (haKmopie MoxcHa i mpeba
yeysamu. Ilepedoscim  KepisHUK 3aKnady HNOBUHEH YHCUMU BCIX MOJNCIUBUX 3AX0018, SKI
Heumpanizyeanu 0 YNIUE BUMYWIEHUX HE2AMUBHUX YUHHUKIE HA IHCUMMEOIAILHICb YYACHUKIG
0Cc8imHbLO20 npoyecy — Oimel, nedacoeie, bamvkie. Dynxyionyeanns 30 6 ymosax namdemii
HACMIUHO YbO20 BUMASAE.

Knrouosi cnosa: nandemis, 3axnad OOWKIIbGHOL 0ceimu, 0COOAUBOCMI QYHKYIOHYBAHHS
3aK1ady OOWKIIbHOT 0C8IMU 8 KAPAHMUHHUX YMOBAX, Oimu OOWKIIbHO20 GIKY, 8UX08amei, OambKu.
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MPAaKTUYHOTO HABUYAHHS, 3aJIKHOCTI 3MICTYy OCBITH BiJ perioHajbHOI crienudikd, aHTPONOTreHHOi
CYTI JTiCOTOCTIOTAPCHKHX MPOeEciit.

Merta cTaTTi: pO3KPUTH €Tary eBOJIOLIi JIICIBHUYOI OCBITH B YKpaiHi.

Buxkiaa ocHoBHOro marepiaJjy. JliciBHrua ocBita 3apoauiacs B 1729 p., Koy 3a KOKHUM 3
«TICOBHX 3HABLIBY», sKi MpuOynn 3 HimMeudnHu, Oyno 3aKpilieHO MO LICTh YYHIB JJIsl HaBYaHHS
JCOPO3BEICHHS Ta JIOTJIS Y 32 KOpaOeIbHUMH Jricami [4, c. 44].

OpHak Takuil METOJ MiATOTOBKH (haxiBIIB JIICIBHMYOI CIIPaBU BHUSBHUBCS MaNOC()PEKTUBHHM,
OCKUTBKH <JTICOBI 3HABII» J[Ba — TPU POKH BUBYAIM MOBY KpaiHH, a B 3aKPIIJICHUX 32 HUMH YIHSIMH
Oaurmy Tsrap. 3a OuTeiI HiK 20-piuyHuiA IEpio]T 3aNpOIIEHHS iHO3EMHUX JIICIBHUKIB HA CITY)KOY HUMHU
OyIo migrotosneno nuire 20 daxiBiiB [7, c. 44].
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