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(Pre-
listening) (While-listening)

(Post-listening)

 1  

The italicized words in the sentences 
below are from the radio programme you are going to listen 
to. Read the sentences, guess the meaning of the italicized 
word and then match each word with its meaning on your 
computer. The first one is done for you.  

mayor
Labour  Party

Conservative Party
self-deprecating humour

gaffes and blunders 
a colourful figure

charisma.
narrow victory

caused controversy

made the headlines
Bumbling

ambitious streak
congestion 

charge
tough on crime

Based on the title E-books, try to predict 
what information will be included in the text. 

 Listen to a programme about e-books 
and at the same time fill in the gaps with the exact words 
you hear. Look through the text for a minute before you 
start listening. You will listen to it twice. After listening you 
will have 30 seconds to finalize your answer. Check your 
answers with those of another student.  
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You are making a report about 
Theatreland in London. While listening to the story about 
the Royal Albert Hall find out the main idea about the 
building.  

 

 

Your friend is anxious about his health, 
but he fails to understand some important information he 
has just heard on the radio about healthy way of life. Help 
him to find out how to keep fit: 

 

 

Your friend is interested in solving the 
crossword about a new breathing exercise called laughter 
yoga. Help him to complete the crossword.
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Excellent! 
Your score is 100!

Sorry! You are wrong! Try again!
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The article touches upon the problems of self-assessment and English listening competence, which should be thoroughly taught, checked and 
assessed. The computer testing has been offered for improving learners' skills in listening. Computer test tasks are used to evaluate the 
understanding of the main idea of the text, the details and the specific information. The understanding of the main idea is assessed with the help of 
global listening or listening for gist and a special set of computer test tasks. The understanding of relevant details is assessed via listening for 
details and a special set of computer test tasks. The comprehensive understanding of specific information is assessed through the learners' 
identification of communicative intention of the text, which is said explicitly or implicitly. 

The computer test tasks are supposed to estimate the learners' level of English as well as help them improve their listening skills. The Hot 
Potatoes software may be used by English teachers to create their own tests for assessing the learners' listening skills. 

Keywords: self-assessment, English listening competence, test tasks, pre-listening, while-listening, post-listening. 
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