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TEACHING WRITING TO ESL BEGINNER STUDENTS

Nowadays people do less and less writing, and a great deal of what we
actually write becomes quite short — postcards, answers in question forms,
brief notes to friends, application forms, etc. This is obviously reflected in the
modern classroom where speaking, listening and reading activities are found
more often than those of writing. Nevertheless we must not forget that writing
is considered to be one of the basic skills a student should obtain while
mastering a foreign language.

This problem has been studied by many prominent methodologists
among whom we can single out Raimes A., Tompkins G., Taberski Sh.,
Simic M., Scrivener J., Kenny S. and others.

The aim of the article is to single out and analyze peculiarities in
teaching writing to ESL beginner students.

First of all, writing involves a different kind of mental process. There is
more time to think, to reflect, to prepare, to make mistakes and find alternative
and better solutions. Another reason is that many students who intend to
continue their education abroad and want to apply for exchange programs need
to formulate in writing the grounds for granting them a scholarship in an
intelligent, correct and coherent way. Business English and examination
preparation are the two areas where good writing skills remain very important.
Taking into consideration the reasons mentioned, in a writing class students
need to be taught both how to use the process to their advantage as language
learners and writers, and also how to produce an acceptable product upon
demand [1, p. 153].

Analyzing writing work in class we may say that it falls on a
continuum from copying to free writing.

At one end of the continuum the student is practicing forming letter
shapes in a handwriting book or copying examples from a textbook.

The second stage involves doing exercises which make students pay
attention to the form rather than the content. For example, they are given a
paragraph and asked to make changes in it: the paragraph may be given in the
first person and the students are asked to change it into the third person.

Guided writing is the next very important stage of teaching a) being
actively encouraged to follow through a series of preparatory steps before the
final text is produced, and b) becoming more aware of that preparation
process, so that it can be done more independently and transparently in future.
You may give help in thinking through ideas, ordering them, considering
vocabulary and grammar, co-operatively preparing notes and draft copies, and
in other ways of making preparations to write. This often seems to be a
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preferable alternative to simply giving students an essay title and leaving them
to get on with it [2, p. 57].

At the other end of the continuum the student himself chooses both
subject matter and form producing a piece of written work.

Most researchers single out the following approaches to teaching
writing:

1. The Controlled-to-Free Approach

The controlled-to-free approach is sequential to the audio-lingual
method which dominated in the 1950s and early 1960: students are first given
sentence exercises, then paragraphs to copy or manipulate grammatically by
changing questions to statements, present to past, or plural to singular. They
might also change words to clauses or combine sentences. With these
controlled compositions, it is relatively easy for students to write and yet avoid
errors, which makes error correction easy. Students are allowed to try some
free composition after they have reached an intermediate level of proficiency.
As such, this approach stresses on grammar, syntax, and mechanics. It
emphasizes accuracy rather than fluency or originality [1].

2. The Free-Writing Approach

This approach stresses writing quantity rather than quality. Teachers
who use this approach assign vast amounts of free writing on given topics with
only minimal correction. The emphasis in this approach is on content and
fluency rather than on accuracy and form. Once ideas are down on the page,
grammatical accuracy and organization follow. Thus, teachers may begin their
classes by asking students to write freely on any topic without worrying about
grammar and spelling for five or ten minutes. The teachers do not correct these
pieces of free writing. They simply read them and may comment on the ideas
the writer expressed. Alternatively, some students may volunteer to read their
own writing aloud to the class. Concern for “audience” and “content” are seen
as important in this approach.

3. The Paragraph-Pattern Approach

Instead of accuracy of grammar or fluency of content, the Paragraph-
Pattern-Approach stresses on organization. Students copy paragraphs and
imitate model passages. They put scrambled sentences into paragraph order.
They identify general and specific statements and choose to invent an
appropriate topic sentence or insert or delete sentences. This approach is based
on the principle that in different cultures people construct and organize
communication with each other in different ways [1].

4. The Grammar-Syntax-Organization Approach

This approach stresses on simultaneous work on more than one
composition feature. Teachers who follow this approach maintain that writing
can not be seen as composed of separate skills which are learned sequentially.
Therefore, students should be trained to pay attention to organization while
they also work on the necessary grammar and syntax. This approach links the
purpose of writing to the forms that are needed to convey the message.

5. The Communicative Approach
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This approach stresses the purpose of writing and the audience for it.
Student writers are encouraged to behave like writers in real life and ask
themselves the crucial questions about the purpose and the audience: Why am 1
writing this? Who will read it?

Traditionally, the teacher alone has been the audience for student
writing. But some feel that writers do their best when writing is truly a
communicative act, with a writer writing for a real reader. As such, the
readership may be extended to classmate and pen pals [1].

6. The Process Approach

Recently, the teaching of writing has moved away from a concentration
on written product to an emphasis on the process of writing. Thus, writers ask
themselves: How do I write this? How do I get started? In this approach,
students are trained to generate ideas for writing, think of the purpose and
audience, write multiple drafts in order to present written products that
communicate their own ideas. Teachers who use this approach give students
time to try ideas and feedback on the content of what they write in their drafts.
As such, writing becomes a process of discovery for the students as they
discover new ideas and new language forms to express them. Furthermore,
learning to write is seen as a developmental process that helps students to
write as professional authors do, choosing their own topics and genres, and
writing from their own experiences or observations. A writing process
approach requires that teachers give students greater responsibility for, and
ownership of, their own learning. Students make decisions about genre and
choice of topics, and collaborate as they write [1].

So, what are the peculiarities of teaching writing to ESL beginner
learners? To enable students to become effective writers, teachers should start
at the beginning. To build a strong foundation for creating phrases, sentences,
paragraphs, and stories teachers need to begin by focusing on words. In fact,
trying to teach students to write before they fall in love with words is like
teaching a child to run before he masters his first step [3].

Students who are near the start of their English studies are not going to
have the tools to write a five paragraph essay or take an essay exam. But
completely eliminating writing assignments for beginning students doesn’t
help them in the long run. For these students, short writing assignments are
best. When they can write a few sentences that serve a practical purpose, they
will see the progress they have made in English as well as the practical
applications of that knowledge [4].

Beginning level writing classes are difficult to teach because students
have a large number of challenges to deal with. For a beginning level student
the instructions usually are: Write a paragraph about your family, Write three
sentences describing your best friend, etc. However, from the point of view of
the beginner such work can be extremely difficult, which is why it is more
effective to start with some very concrete tasks leading up to those first few
sentences, or a short paragraph. Here are some of the most important first steps
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in writing that will certainly help beginning level students gain confidence in
writing skills.

1. For many students knowing that a sentence begins with a capital
letter and ends with a full stop is a major first step. It is important to teach:

Begin each sentence with a capital letter.

End each sentence with a full stop.

Use capital letters only with proper names, the pronoun 'I', and the first
letter of the first word in each sentence.

Each sentence contains a subject, verb and, usually, a complement.

Basic sentence structure is Subject + Verb + Complement.

Begin writing with simple sentences.

2. Focus on Parts of Speech.

In order to learn writing, students must know basic parts of speech.
Make sure to review what nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs are. Ask
students to categorize words in these four categories. Taking time to ensure
students understand the role of each part of speech in a sentence will help
them become better writers.

3. Suggestions to Help with Simple Sentences

Once students have understood the basic points, help them begin
writing by limiting their choices. It is a good idea to ask students to write
sentences that focus on expressing certain ideas with very limited structures.
Make sure students keep to simple sentences, compound and complex
sentences are much too confusing at the very beginning. Once students gain
confidence in a number of simple exercises they will be able to move on to
more complicated tasks [3].

One of the first writing assignments any student receives is writing a
composed paragraph. Just about any topic you are teaching in class can be the
subject of a paragraph. When you break the paragraph into smaller elements,
your students will see that four to six sentences do not have to be
overwhelming. The first element of a paragraph is the topic sentence. This
sentence gives the reader the main point of the paragraph. The last sentence of
a paragraph, when it stands alone, is a concluding sentence. It gives some final
thoughts about the topic. In between are two to four sentences that expand the
idea, give examples, or argue a point. Here are some suggestions for writing
tasks [3].

Exercise 1: Describing Yourself

In this exercise, pre-teach standard phrases on the board are such as:

My nameis ...

I am from ...

Ilivein ...

I am married / single.

1 go to school at ...

Use only simple verbs such as ‘live’, ‘go’, ‘work’, ‘play’, as well as set
phrases with the verb ‘to be’. Once students feel comfortable with these simple
phrases, introduce writing about another person with ‘he’, ‘she’, or ‘they’.
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Exercise 2: Describing a Person

Once students have learned basic factual descriptions, move on to
describing people. In this case, help students by writing out different
descriptive vocabulary on the board in categories. You can then use these
categories with specific verbs to help narrow choices. For example,

Physical Appearance

tall / short fat / thin beautiful / good looking
well-dressed old / young etc.

Personality

funny shy outgoing hard-working
friendly lazy relaxed etc.

Verbs to Use

Use ‘be’ with adjectives describing physical appearance

Use ‘have’ with physical attributes (long hair, big eyes, etc.)

Simple verbs such as: work, live, play, use, speak, go

Ask students to write about one person. As you check the students’
work, make sure that they are writing simple sentences and not stringing too
many attributes together with commas, or by using ‘and’.

Exercise 3: Describing an Object

Continue working on writing skills by asking students to describe objects.
Use the following categories to help students classify words to use in their writing:

Shapes: round, square, oval, etc.

Color: red, blue, yellow, etc.

Textures: smooth, soft, rough, etc.

Materials: wood, metal, plastic, etc.

Verbs: is made from / of, feels, is, has, looks like, looks

A variation of this exercise is asking students to write a description of
an object without naming the object. Other students should then guess what
the object is. At this point, it is better if students do not use multiple adjectives
in a sentence which requires a good understanding of adjective order.

Thus, teaching writing to ESL beginner students has its peculiarities
which should be taken into consideration in the classroom. The tasks offered
to students and the techniques used by teachers differ a lot from those present
when dealing with ESL students of other levels.

In conclusion it should be mentioned that while teaching students
speaking, listening and reading skills, we must not underestimate the
importance of developing writing skills, which they will certainly find useful
throughout their professional and personal lives.
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KotasipoBa O. O. HaByaHHsi mMCBMY CTYACHTIiB, fiIKi BHBYAKTh
AHIJICBbKY MOBY fIK iHO3eMHY HA MIOYATKOBOMY PiBHi

B crarTi geTtanbHO PO3MIIAHYTO Cy4YacHi MiAXOAU A0 HAaBYAHHS MHUCHMY
CTYJCHTIB, SKI BHBYAIOTh AQHIJIIICHKY MOBY K 1HO3EMHY Ha IOYaTKOBOMY
piBHI, cepel SIKUX TPEBAIIOE MPOIECyalbHUN WiAXi[, SKUA cTae aenani
MNOMYJSIPHIIIUM ~ Cepell  BUKJIAJadiB  1HO3eMHUX MOB. Buwreni, 1m0
BUKOPUCTOBYIOTh JAaHUM MiAXiJ, JAIOTh CTYACHTAM 4ac MOAYMAaTH 1 OLIHUTH
CBOI0O pOOOTYy B YOPHOBOMY BapiaHTi. TakMM YWHOM, MHUCHBMO CTa€ s
CTY/ICHTIB MPOLIECOM BIJKPHUTTIB, OCKIJIbKM BOHHU BIJIKpUBAIOTh Ui ceOe HOBI
171ei 1 HoB1 MOBHI (opmu g iX BupakeHHsA. OcobnuBo Oyno BUIUIEHO Tak
3BaHE ,,TBOpYE NHCHBMO”, — METOJl HAaBYaHHS MHUCbMY, W10 SKHaMKpalie
JI03BOJIIE PO3BHUBATH HE JIMILE MOBJIEHEBI HABUUKH, a W YyABY Ta TBOpYl
3MI0HOCTI CTyJeHTiB. TBopue NHCBMO € Ui CTYICHTIB MpPEKpacHUM
IHCTPYMEHTOM HaBYaHHS, IKUH po3BUBaE iX yaBy. Ha cyuacHomy eramni qaHuit
METOJi HaBYaHHA IUCbMY CTa€ JAeJalli HOMYJSAPHILIUM cepel BUKJIaIadiB
iHO3eMHUX MOB. HaBuaHHS NUCbMY CTYAEHTIB, SIKI BHUBYAIOTh AHIIIMCHKY
MOBY SK 1HO3€MHY Ha IIOYaTKOBOMY piBHI, Mae cBoi ocobmuBocti. Lli
0COOJIMBOCTI MOJIATalOTh, MEpII 3a BCE, B TOMY, L0 HAaBITh HaWIIPOCTIII
3aBJaHHS MOXKYThb IOCTaBUTH CTYICHTIB y INIyXUH KYT, OCKIJIBKH iX PIBEHb
OBOJIO/IIHHSI TPAaMAaTUKOIO 1 JIEKCUKOKO AaHTIIHCHKOI MOBH JJOCHUTH HU3BKHIA.
Came ToMy, 3aBAaHHs, 3aIIPONIOHOBAHI BUKJIalayeM, HE TIOBUHHI OyTH 3aHAJITO
CKJIAJTHUMH U1 BUKOHAHHS K B KJjaci, Tak 1 Brmoma. Kpim mporo B crarTi
HaBE/ICHO HU3KY NMPUKIAIIB 1HTEPAKTUBHUX MHCbMOBHX 3aBJ/laHb, SIKI MOXKYTb
OyTH BHMKOpacTaHl IpU HaBYaHHI MUCbMY CTYJEHTIB, $KI BHMBYAIOThH
aHITIMCbKY MOBY SIK IHO3€MHY Ha IOYaTKOBOMY DiBHI.

Kniwouosi cnosa: BHaB4aHHS, BUAU MOBJICHEBOI JISUIBHOCTI, IIHCHMO,
TBOpYE MTUCbMO, IHTEPAKTBHI 3aBJIaHHSL.

KotasipoBa O. A. OO0y4yeHume mNHCbMY CTYACHTOB H3y4YaIOLINX
AHTJIMIICKMI A3BIK KAK MHOCTPAHHBIH HA HAYAJIbHOM YPOBHeE

B cratbe peranbHO paccMaTpuBarOTCd — COBPEMEHHBIE TMOAXOIBI K
00yUYEHUIO MTUCHMY CTYJEHTOB U3YYAIOIINX AHTIIMMUCKHUM SI3bIK KaK MHOCTPAHHBIHA
Ha Ha4aJbHOM YpPOBHE, CpEOU KOTOPbIX Ha IEPEIHUN IUIaH BBIXOAUT
IIpOLeCCyalbHbIM MOJIX0/, KOTOPBI CTaHOBUTCS Bce OoJiee IMOMYJISIPHBIM Ha
3aHATUSX WHOCTPAHHBIX SI3BIKOB. YUHUTENS, UCIOJB3YIOIIME JAHHBIA MOIXOZ,
Jal0T CTyJEHTaM BpeMsi NOAyMaTb M OLEHUTh CBOIO pabOTy B YEPHOBOM
BapuaHre. TakuM 00pa3oM, NMUCbMO CTaHOBHUTCS Ul CTYIEHTOB IPOLIECCOM
OTKPBITHH, TOCKOJbKY OHH OTKPBIBAIOT Uil Ce0sl HOBBIE WJEH U HOBbBIE
SI3bIKOBBIE  (DOpPMBI J1Is1 MX BbIpaxkeHus. (OcoOEHHO ObUIO BBIJIEJIIEHO Tak
Ha3bIBaEMOE ,,TBOPUECKOE MHUCBMO’, — METOA OOY4YeHHs MUCbMY, KOTOPBIH
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MO3BOJISIET pa3BUBAaTh HE TOJBKO PEUEBbIE HABBIKM, a TAKXXE€ BOOOpa)XKeHUE U
TBOPUYECKHE CIOCOOHOCTH CTYJEHTOB. TBOpYECKOE€ IHCbMO SBIISETCS IS
CTY/IEHTOB IPEKPAaCHbIM HHCTPYMEHTOM OOYY€HHUs, KOTOpBIA pa3BUBAaET HX
BooOpaxkeHue. OOyueHHE NHCbMY CTYAEHTOB, M3YYarOIUX AHIJIMHCKUN S3BIK
KaK MHOCTPaHHBI HAa HAYaJIbHOM YpPOBHE, UMEET CBOM OCOOEHHOCTH, KOTOPBIE,
IIPEXkJIE BCETO, 3aK/IIOYAIOTCS B TOM, YTO JIaXKE CaMble IIPOCTHIE 3aJaHUsl MOTYT
[IOCTaBUTh CTYJIEHTOB B TYINHUK, TIIOCKOJbKY MX YPOBEHb OBJIAJICHUS
IrpaMMAaTUKOM M JIEKCHKOM AaHIVIMICKOIrO S3blKa JOCTaTOYHO HU30K. VIMeHHO
MIO3TOMY 3aJIaHMsl, IIpeJIaraeMble IpenojaBaTesieM, He JOKHBI ObITh CIUIIKOM
CJIO’KHBIMU JUIs BBIIIOJHEHUS, KaK B Kilacce, Tak U omMa. Kpome aToro B craree
MIPEJCTAaBICHO HECKOJIbKO MPUMEPOB HMHTEPAKTHBHBIX MUCbMEHHBIX 3a/IaHUM,
KOTOpBIE MOTYT OBITh UCIIOJIb30BAHbI HA 3aHATUAX HHOCTPAHHBIX SI3BIKOB.

Kniouegvie cnosa: oOyueHue, BUAbl PeUeBOil AEATEIBHOCTH, MUCHMO,
TBOPUYECKOE MMCbMO, MHTEPAKTUBHBIE 3aaHHUS.

Kotlyarova O. O. Teaching writing to ESL beginner students

In the article modern approaches to teaching writing to ESL beginner
students are analyzed. The process approach prevails among the mentioned
above, becoming more and more popular among foreign language teachers. In
this approach, students are trained to generate ideas for writing, think of the
purpose and audience, write multiple drafts in order to present written
products that communicate their own ideas. Teachers who use this approach
give students time to try ideas and feedback on the content of what they write
in their drafts. As such, writing becomes a process of discovery for the
students as they discover new ideas and new language forms to express them.
Special emphasis was made on the so-called “creative writing” method which
is widely used in the modern classroom. A definition of creative writing could
include many things, but the major distinction is that a piece of work will
express thoughts, ideas and feelings in an imaginative way. Creative writing is
a valuable tool for students. It is fun, and can stimulate their imagination. It
utilizes both past experience and future ideas, and can aid in promoting artistic
expression and self-growth. Beginning level writing classes are difficult to
teach because students have a large number of challenges to deal with. But
completely eliminating writing assignments for beginning students doesn’t
help them in the long run. Several examples of interactive writing tasks that
can be used while teaching English to ESL beginner students are presented.
While teaching students speaking, listening and reading skills, we must not
underestimate the importance of developing writing skills, which they will
certainly find useful throughout their professional and personal lives.

Key words: teaching, types of speech activity, writing, creative writing,
interactive tasks.
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