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Grigorenko V. An Establishment of an Inclusive Education in Post-

Soviet Countries: Background and International Legal Basis 
The article provides results of historical and pedagogical analysis of 

background and international legal basis of an inclusive education people with 
disabilities in post-Soviet countries. A post-Soviet space has been considered 
as a special social and political reality, wherein a commonality of the post-
Soviet countries is conditioned by the presence of a socialist stage of history 
and a general perception of the phenomenon of disability in a context of 
medical model. It has been proved that social segregation was maintained and 
intensified in studied countries during entire period of existing of the Soviet 
Union. Special schools for people with disabilities were centers thereof, 
mainly as residential with 24-hour stay of children. As it was shown in the 
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analysis performed by the author, the most active joining with the international 
educational community and an introduction of inclusion as a basic educational 
priority was happened in the Baltic countries. East European countries, to 
which Ukraine also belongs, unlike to other post-Soviet countries, 
International documents were also quickly and successfully ratified relatively 
equal rights of persons with disabilities. 

Key words: post-Soviet space, inclusive education, international 
documents, disability models, persons with disabilities, segregation. 
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