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ÀÑÎÖ²ÀÒÈÂÍÈÉ ÏÎÒÅÍÖ²ÀË 
ÀÍÃËÎÌÎÂÍÈÕ Ã²ÏÎÍ²Ì²Â 

ASSOCIATIVE POTENTIAL OF ENGLISH HIPPONYMS

Abstract 
Introduction. The study highlights the need for more research concerning the 

hipponymic subframe of modern English, as a set of proper names of Thoroughbred 
horses that are actively involved in sports competitions, as well as proper names of 
hobby horses which serve as pets. We investigate the forms of existence and structure 
of the associative field of English hipponyms in the mental lexicon of native English 
speakers through a free associative experiment, which serves as the best method for 
identifying the semantic content of hipponymic concepts. 

The purpose of the article is the analysis of hipponyms in the mental lexicon, i.e. 
in the mind of an individual and not in language or speech. The object of the study is 
the real-official, real non-official and virtual horse names of the English language. 
The subject is English hipponyms as phenomena of mental lexicon. 

Materials and methods. The descriptive method and the method of analysis are 
used in course of the research. A free onomastic associative experiment was held, 
based on the interview of 250 English-speaking respondents who were offered 6 hip-
ponymic stimuli, and the results were interpreted. In accordance with the results of 
the survey 1480 associative reactions were received. 

Results. On the basis of the data obtained the peculiarities of horse name repre-
sentation in the mental lexicon of native English speakers were studied. 
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